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Taggers beware, wriites Gary Wason, British
Transport Police officers ars now using hi-tsch
equiprnent in the fight against graffiti vandalism

reifiti vandalem iz & major issue for
G miway opameiors. Vandak ofien ook

for new, mone daring places to 'tag’
becauze of pear pressune, puting themeehas
ard others in dangar.

In Jenuery last yaar, for example, tec
tesnegers ware killed whan they ran into the
pathi of & train &t Barking station in the UK.
Fetalties hews also been caused by vendek
stepping cntc ke raikwey fracks.

The Biitish Trenaport Polics ([HTR &
commitied to amseting graffili vandals and
weorking to prawert fuiures deatha. But catching
pacpke in the ot is & difficult and dangsrous
ek, Graffiti wvandaksm often takss place at
right or in please with bad visibiiy, making it
difficuk for police o keep frack of suspacta

Patroling officers have dzo fourd it difficult
12 monicer graffiti vendats kiding inbushes near
rEihway sidings and have besn restraned from
caEmyYIng out eearches rear the racke becawss
iof the rigk 1o their cwn salsty.

In Septambsr 2007, 1he force decidad to
=quip some of ks L division officers with Iisys
thammal imaging camenss 1o snhance ther
=ffortz to tackle grafi. The compact, easy 1o
Les infrared cameras can be 1aken on patrol
ard uged to monibor he sctions of grafifi
vandals. They datect indiidusls by therr body
heeat, svanif they are hoping z ba hiddan by
folisge

Nowhere to hide

In ore instence, the BTP officers were faced
with 2 group of graffti vandals who splt up
and ran in differsmt directions to make & dificult

to be caught. Tharke fo the thermal maging
camaras, the police did nct nead to chase tha
group, but were able to datedt them in their
vanoLle hiding pleces.

Mot only did the camerazs halp to track the
group mambers, but they alzo allowad the
officers to stand guard over the offandsrs’
hiding places. This preventsd them from
lewing ard alowed time for additional
officers to arrive and make amests.

In=p [opergtions] Andrew Jackson, is in
charge of 1acking the vandaks for L division

‘You cannot put a

price on the safety
of our officers and
these cameras are
money well spent’

H= zays: The camerss can be used to
deted pecpla from a distance of up to 100 m,
which meare officars can sezess asituation
and call for back-up, # necsezary, before
getting invoked. In the past, polios sometimes
kzst frack of the suspedts becauss iwas oo
dangerous ko iclow them oniz reilwey fracks.”

Irap Jackson believes that the imvssiment
n purchesing 30 themal imeging devices
s worthwhile. Mot only do the cameras
provide night vision and closs survailance
&t the crime ecane, but & kong range featurs
meane imagss can alo be used to provids
evidence n courd. BTP bought the themal

Survelllance

imaging devices primarily o tackle graffii cime,
but officers hava found a number of other usshul
epplcation=.

Plice officers alec dzal with thoze who
gain access to the rabway to steal the
walueble elkcirizal cables from tracks during
the might. The theft of raibwey cables is a real
problem for the rall netasork, causing signal
failurs that leads bo trein delsys. The cost of
replacing stolen cablee and managing delays
takae itz 1ol onthe rail budgst and results
in rizing ticket prices. With thermal imaging
camaras, police can teckle these crimes
when it is dark.

Preventing injury

Themna imaging can alsc be usad to address
the problem of store-throwing on the rabsey.
Young people compets o ses who can break
the meet train windows and undenestimate
the portertiaky terricls consagquences of such
behaviowr:

Ini recent years, thers havs beena
number of incidarte inwhich bricks heve
basn thrown through tran windows and
train drivers and pessengers wars seriousky
irjurad. Tha camerss cen help polics idantily
whera offenders may b2 locatad.

The London Eranch of the BTP hes
pionasred the camerss, howsver thelr succass
iz becoming krown ercund the courtry. Insp
Jeckzon says: They havs become & uselul part
of our kit. fou cannot put & prics on the safety
of our officers and theee camenas are money
well spark intamms of the essistance and
FEaUranca they provide'
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