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1
FAIRLEAD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to cable guiding mechanisms in gen-
eral, and more particularly, to a fairlead for guiding a cable as
it is wound on to or off of a drum and into an excavating or
material handling tool such as a clamshell bucket or grapple.

2. Prior Art

Companies currently spend hundreds to thousands of dol-
lars on cables that are utilized in construction and mining
operations. These cables are significant assets for such com-
panies, and accordingly various mechanisms and devices are
currently employed to maintain the integrity of the cables. As
an example, fairlead mechanisms are often utilized in mining
and construction operations to guide cables and to reduce
cable wear and increase cable life. Although such fairleads
are commonly known and utilized in the prior art, they often
present major disadvantages. For example, many such fair-
leads are heavy, complex structures, containing numerous
elements, making their utilization difficult for the user. Such
fairleads also have increased manufacturing costs due to their
complexity. Furthermore, many prior art fairleads are ineffi-
cient as they do not prevent undesirable contact of the cable
with the ground or with the fairlead components. For
example, in one type of fairlead that is commonly utilized, a
cluster of adjacent rollers form a boundary to define an aper-
ture via which the cable passes. In this type of mechanism, the
boundary defining the aperture is neither smooth, circular, nor
continuous. In such prior art fairleads, as the cable passes
through the aperture, the outer diameter of the cable is subject
to flattening, and the wear and tear on the cable is actually
increased. As a result, companies utilizing these type of inef-
ficient fairleads are required to continuously monitor, main-
tain, and repair these cables, increasing operation and labor
costs. Furthermore, as such inefficient fairleads actually
decrease the life span of the cables, companies are required to
purchase and install new cables more frequently to replace
them. Therefore, an improved fairlead meeting the following
objectives would be highly desirable in the industry.

OBIJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved
fairlead that overcomes the disadvantages of prior art fair-
leads.

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved and
efficient fairlead that maintains the integrity of the cable.

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved
fairlead that reduces operation and labor cost concerns by
decreasing cable wear and increasing cable life.

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved and
simplified fairlead capable of being manufactured at a
reduced cost.

Other objects and advantages of this invention shall
become apparent from the ensuing description of the inven-
tion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An improved fairlead for guiding a cable is disclosed. The
fairlead comprises a frame; a plurality of rollers rotatably
mounted on the frame; each roller having an axis of rotation;
each roller further having at least one face that is substantially
parallel to the axis of rotation, wherein this face is substan-
tially concave; and wherein the rollers are positioned adjacent
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2

to each other to form a substantially circular, corner-free
aperture, for the passage of the cable.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of
a crane employing the improved fairlead of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of
the improved fairlead of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a top view of a preferred embodiment of the
improved fairlead of the present invention.

FIG. 4 depicts a prior art fairlead.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THIS INVENTION

An improved fairlead for guiding a cable as it is wound
onto or off of a drum is disclosed. Although the fairlead of the
present invention has been described in connection with the
operation of a crane, itis to be understood that the fairlead can
also be utilized in other suitable applications in which a cable
is used for hoisting or mining operations. Without attempting
to limit the scope of the invention, the preferred embodiments
of the invention are described with reference to FIGS. 1-4.

Fairlead 1 is described in connection with a conventional
crane 13, i.e. a power-driven equipment with an excavating or
material handling tool to excavate or move sand, gravel, mud,
or other materials. See FIG. 1. Crane 13 will comprise the
conventional elements generally known in the art, therefore
only a brief discussion of the basic components of crane 13
will be provided. As depicted by FIG. 1, crane 13 comprises
main housing 14 and a boom 15 attached to a lower end 22 of
housing 14 and extending forwardly from housing 14, the
boom 15 further being supported by a cable 72. A pulley 17 is
rotatably mounted to an upper end 23 of boom 15, with
holding and closing line cables 5 being reeved over pulley 17.
An excavating or material handling tool, such as a clamshell
bucket 16, is suspended from one end 24 of cables 5. The
other end 25 of cables 5 is wound about a hoist drum 34
situated on main housing 14 and actuated by an operator in the
known manner, to permit the operator to raise or lower bucket
16 or open or close bucket 16 by raising or lowering cables 5.
Crane 13 further comprises one or more tagline cables 55.
Tagline cable 55 is attached to bucket 16 at one end 56 via a
tagline bracket, and on the other end 57, is wound about a
tagline drum 20 situated on main housing 14. Drum 20 is
controlled by operator in the known matter, to allow the
operator to control the rotational swing of clamshell bucket
16.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a preferred embodiment of the
fairlead 1 of'the present invention is illustrated. In a preferred
embodiment, fairlead 1 comprises a frame 2 that is mounted
on boom 15, however frame 2 can also be mounted on main
housing 14 of crane 13, forward of hoist drum 34. Alterna-
tively, fairlead 1 may also be mounted on top of clamshell
bucket 16, as depicted in FIG. 1. Fairlead 1 may be perma-
nently affixed to main housing 14, boom 15, or clamshell
bucket 16, by welding or other such means; however, fairlead
1 is preferably a detachable piece that can be readily secured
when and where desired. In a preferred embodiment, frame 2
further comprises a platform 33 upon which are mounted a
plurality of brackets 34, preferably situated at right angles to
each other. As depicted by FIG. 2, each bracket 34 comprises
a first plate 34a and a second plate 345. A roller 36 is trans-
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versely mounted between plates 34a and 345 of each bracket
34 via axle 35, such that each roller 36 is capable of rotation
about a generally horizontal axis A. In a preferred embodi-
ment, and as depicted by FIG. 3, each roller 36 further com-
prises a first face a, a second face b, and a third face c, with
faces a and b being substantially perpendicular to the axis of
rotation A, and with face ¢ being substantially parallel to the
axis of rotation A. In a further preferred embodiment, face cis
substantially concave, preferably comprising an arc of
approximately 90 degrees. In a further preferred embodi-
ment, fairlead 1 comprises a first, second, third, and fourth
roller 36 positioned adjacent to each other, more preferably
positioned at 90 degree right angles to each other, to form a
continuous, substantially circular, corner-free aperture 44 for
holding and closing line cables 5 to pass through. See, FIG. 3.
Itwill be appreciated that the aforementioned relationships of
the elements to one another may deviate somewhat, provided
that the end result achieved is a continuous, substantially
circular, corner-free aperture 44.

In operation, crane 13 is first situated in the desired area to
be excavated. Fairlead 1 is then mounted on top of clamshell
bucket 16. The operator then selectively actuates hoist drum
34 to either raise or lower, or open or close, bucket 16 via
holding and closing line cables 5. The operator can also
selectively actuate tagline drum 20 to help control the rotation
and position of clamshell bucket 16. In this fashion, clamshell
bucket 16 can be situated in the desired working position to
perform loading and unloading operations.

The aforementioned vertical up and down movement of
bucket 16, accompanied by the bucket’s own horizontal
swaying motion, exert directional forces upon holding and
closing line cable 5. Fairlead 1 minimizes the unwanted
effects of all these forces on holding and closing line cables 5
by guiding the movement of cables 5, and by cradling the
outer diameter of cables 5 in order to maintain the circular
integrity of same. As drum 34 is actuated, cables 5 will pass
between rollers 36 of fairlead 1 via aperture 44. Rollers 36
will rotate along generally horizontal axis A inresponse to the
movement of cables 5 to control the movement of cables 5 and
to help maintain cables 5 in proper alignment. Furthermore,
as fairlead 1 is constructed and designed to form a continuous,
substantially circular, corner-free aperture 44, cables 5 will
not experience any tangential surface contact flattening, or
wear and tear, of their outer diameters, as often experienced in
prior art fairleads, such as the one depicted by FIG. 4.

In summary, the invention provides an improved fairlead 1
for guiding a cable as it is wound onto or off of a drum,
without compromising the integrity of the cable. This in turn
prolongs the life span of the cable, and increases the effi-
ciency of operation. In addition, the simplified construction
of fairlead 1 makes it capable of being manufactured at
reduced cost.

While the invention has been described in terms of its
preferred embodiment, other embodiments will be apparent
to those of skill in the art from a review of the foregoing.
Those embodiments as well as the preferred embodiments are
intended to be encompassed by the scope and spirit of the
following claims.
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We claim:
1. An apparatus comprising:
a. a housing;

b. a drum mounted on the housing;

c. acable wound around the drum, whereby when the drum
is actuated, the cable can be wound onto or wound off of
the drum;

d. a tool positioned forward of the drum, the tool being
operable via the cable; and

e. a fairlead positioned on the tool for guiding the cable
when the cable is wound onto or wound off of the drum,
wherein the fairlead comprises a frame and a plurality of
rollers rotatably mounted on the frame, wherein each
roller has an axis of rotation and at least one substantially
concave face that is substantially parallel to the axis of
rotation, and wherein the rollers are positioned adjacent
to each other to form a substantially circular, corner-free
aperture for the passage of the cable.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the plurality

of rollers comprises at least four rollers.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the frame
comprises a platform having a plurality of brackets mounted
thereupon.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein one of the
plurality of rollers is transversely mounted between each
bracket.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the axis of
rotation is generally horizontal.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each roller further
comprises two faces that are substantially perpendicular to
the axis of rotation.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the rollers
are positioned at approximately right angles to each other.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the sub-
stantially concave face comprises an arc of approximately 90
degrees.

9. An excavating or material handling machine compris-
ing:

. a housing;

. a drum mounted on the housing;

. a boom extending from the housing;

. an excavating or material handling tool suspended from

the boom;

e. acable wound around the drum, whereby when the drum
is actuated, the cable can be wound onto or wound off of
the drum to move the excavating tool toward and away
from the housing; and

f. a guide assembly mounted on the excavating or material
handling tool for guiding the cable when the cable is
wound onto or wound off of the drum, wherein

the guide assembly comprises a frame and plurality of
rollers rotatably mounted in the frame,

each of the rollers has an axis of rotation and at least one
face that is substantially parallel to the axis of rotation,

the at least one face is substantially concave, and

the rollers are positioned adjacent to each other to form a
substantially circular, corner-free aperture, for the pas-
sage of the cable.
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