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Economically Disadvantaged Access to the Internet can transform students’ lives by putting invaluable
Students: 20% information and resources at their fingertips. For low-income students, that
access has the power to ultimately change their social structure by allowing
them to become empowered and engaged through education, says Michael
Mills, professor of Teaching and Learning at the University of Central

FORSYTH

COUNTY SCHOOLS Arkansas.

Given the pervasiveness of technology, limited access to the Internet and
computing devices often prevent teachers from developing innovative
learning strategies. This impacts classroom curriculum and assignments and
“Gj results in rudimentary teaching methods and, as a result, less motivated
iven that they are . ) . )

students. Forsyth County Schools in Georgia, however, is addressing both
already familiar with their challenges — inconsistent Internet connectivity, and lack of computing
mobile devices and devices — in a remarkable way. Under the guidance of Tim Clark, Coordinator

. . of Instructional Technology, Forsyth implemented the nation’s most

Gpp/lCGi‘IOI’)S, they are able successful BYOT (Bring Yc;gl}/r OwnyTechnr:)Iogy) program. With help from
to focus on researching and Kajeet, the program is flourishing today, with nearly half of Forsyth’s 40,000
creating new content. We students using personal devices as part of their regular curriculum.

are trying to.achleve the A Transformative Learning Experience

transformahve use Of Started in 2008, the Forsyth BYOT program is based on students using their
technology, where kids are own mobile devices — laptops, tablets, smartphones, e-readers, and even
doing things they wouldn’t Internet-capable gaming devices — as part of the class curriculum. The

. reality however, is that nearly 20 percent of the district’s students are

be able to otherwise. economically disadvantaged, and many are without access to a mobile
Internet Oﬁ-CGmpUS access computing device and the Internet. Through active fund-raising, the district
gives educators and was able to have school-issued devices available for students who didn’t own

. any mobile devices.
students more options,

beyond just turning an Next came the challenge of Internet connectivity. Many of Forsyth’s

assignment in to a teacher.” businesses stepped up to support the BYOT initiative by promoting their free
Wi-Fi, so students could connect as they go about their daily lives. However,
there was still the need for at-home Internet access so students could have a
-- Tim Clark, Coordinator of  seamless classroom-home transition for assighments and collaborative
Instructional Technology at projects. That’s when the district approached Kajeet. Through a competitive
application process Forsyth schools articulated how they would use the
Kajeet SmartSpot™ devices for connectivity, how they would ‘

train their teachers, students and parents, and finally
what steps they would take to sustain the program aj eeh

Forsyth County Schools

kajeet.com/education long term.
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“We are very, very
pleased with the access
Kajeet has given
families in our school
district. The district was
determined to make
sure that technology
was distributed
equitably through our
BYOT program, and the
Kajeet SmartSpot has
helped to that end
tremendously.”

-- Jill Hobson, Director
of Instructional
Technology at Forsyth
County Schools

ka?eeir

As a result, 175 Kajeet SmartSpot devices have been implemented to date
across 18 Forsyth schools.

According to Clark, the most powerful attribute of Forsyth’s BYOT success is
the ability to personalize their learning experience. “Given that they are
already familiar with their mobile devices and applications, they are able to
focus on researching and creating new content,” he says. “We are trying to
achieve the transformative use of technology, where kids are doing things
they wouldn’t be able to otherwise. Internet off-campus access gives
educators and students more options, beyond just turning an assignment in
to a teacher.” In fact, BYOT has been so successful that other school districts
across the country are visiting Forsyth to find out how they can harness the
benefits of the program in their schools.

A Kajeet First

Forsyth County Schools was the first district to leverage the Kajeet
SmartSpot in a BYOT program. Because the Kajeet SmartSpot is compatible
with any Wi-Fi capable device, it’s easy to integrate into a school’s
technology access strategy, including programs like BYOT. While this gives
educators more flexibility in implementing innovative teaching strategies, it
also takes the burden of connectivity off parents’ shoulders. The Kajeet
SmartSpot hotspots provide filtered Internet access during after-school
hours and have capabilities to monitor usage. Forsyth holds both students
and parents accountable through the district’s Responsible Use Policy -- and
the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) compliance ensures access to
only appropriate content. Schools minimize costs by aggregating student
needs under a single district purchase, so individual usage balances out.
Thanks to the Kajeet model, overage risks are eliminated.

The impact of the Kajeet SmartSpot on Forsyth students has been tangible,
and in some instances, heartwarming. An elementary school student whose
family was going through difficult times had to move in with his
grandparents. When the student left his home, he was limited in what he
could take with him. The two things that he insisted on taking were his
computing device and his Kajeet SmartSpot.

"We are very, very pleased with the access Kajeet has given families in our
school district," says Jill Hobson, director of instructional technology for
Forsyth. “The district was determined to make sure that technology was
distributed equitably through our BYOT program, and the Kajeet SmartSpot
has helped to that end tremendously.”

Chattahoochee Elementary School’s application request for the Kajeet
SmartSpot, sums it up best. “We feel that students need to be connected to
their classrooms because the content is so rigorous that often times the
school day is wrapped up in new concepts, and extensions of learning need
to be carried home. Access to multiple resources at home will help increase
students’ ability to prepare for standardized tests. Along with this access,
we also believe student motivation will greatly increase.”
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