Verloren Valei Nature Reserve

013 254 0799

Balungila Bhengu: 083 363 0489

 ENTRY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

A Mpumulanga Parks Board specialist reserve situated approx. 15km out of Dullstroom on the De Berg road. This is a breeding retreat of the endangered Wattled Crane, where Blue Crane and Crown Crane can also be spotted.  The reserve also boasts a wonderful range of specially protected flora  including many species of  terrestial orchids. Up to 55 various species have been identified incl. Disa zuluensis, Eulophia parvilabris, Satyruim hallockii var. occelatum ). Many grassland endemic bird species are found here (including Rudds Lark, Yellow Breasted Pipit and Grey & red winged Francolins). A few noteworthy amphibians and reptiles have adapted to the extreme habitat conditions and are  found in and around these wetlands.  50 Butterfly species including the  Warrenblue butterflies are found during the flowering seasons.  

 Two very interesting mammal species are found  here - a specialist predator and its prey.  Nocturnal mammals who spend most of their lives underground.  The predator is called a Zorilla or African Weasel (related to the Honeybadger) and its prey, the Golden Mole.  This specific species was only discovered and described in the year 2000. 

Grey Reedbuck, Mountain Reedbuck, Common Reedbuck, Oribi, Duiker, Blesbuck, Steenbuck and Black Wildebeest can also be found on the reserve.  The common predators are serval cats, caracal, black backed jackal, side striped jackal, brown hyena and aardwolf.  

Outdoor activities include:
1. Guided bird and flower tours on a 10km tourist route (Only offroad vehicles allowed). 
2.  Controlled wing shoots for sustainable utilisation.
3. South African Field Trail Clubs annual pointer dog field trials (spectators are welcome) - July/August.
4.  Trophy Hunting.
5.  Photographic Tours.

 Tour costs are from R30-R80, and must be booked in advance with a guide. 9am or 3pm on Saturdays  or Sundays. 
Group outings can be arranged.
 BEST VISITING TIMES: 
Flower Tours - November - February.
Bird Tours - November - February.

DIRECTIONS FROM JOHANNESBURG/PRETORIA.   Please check condition of roads prior to departure with the reserve. 
From Belfast: Travel on the R540 towards Dullstroom (35 km). Go through Dullstroom - towards Lydenburg. 6km out of Dullstroom on the left hand side a road to your left DE BERG- turn left.
Follow this sand road for 8km, a sign on your left hand side, shows VERLOREN VALEI NATURE RESERVE.

Visiting by appointment only.

 

