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If you downloaded this guide, you probably know you have some work 

to do when it comes to mastering your “networking” technique. Don’t 

worry -- you’re not alone.

Starting a conversation with someone through a computer screen? 

Sure, no problem — you can handle that. Walking into a room of 

crowded people, walking up to a stranger, and starting an intriguing 

JVU]LYZH[PVU&�5V��UV��UV��UV�·�`V\»K�KLÄUP[LS`�YH[OLY�Z[HUK�PU�[OL�
corner by the snack table and pretend to be ridiculously busy on your 

iPhone so no one will attempt talking to you. 

But that’d be a waste of the registration fees you already paid. So what 

do you do? Stand on the side and picture everyone in their underwear? 

Let’s be honest — that’s a little weird and will probably actually make 

you more uncomfortable. 

There really is no need to get so worked up, we promise. 

All you need to do is follow these simple tips and tricks about what 

to do before, during, and after your networking event, and you’ll be a 

networking pro in no time. 

It Doesn’t Have To Be Awkward.

http://hubspot.com
Erik Devaney
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https://www.eventbrite.com/academy/how-tech-can-maximize-networking-improve-retention/
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LEVERAGE SOCIAL CHANNELS

,I�\RX·UH�D�PDUNHWHU��\RX·UH�SUREDEO\�DOUHDG\�JUHDW�DW�PDNLQJ�QHZ�

FRQQHFWLRQV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�VLWHV�OLNH�7ZLWWHU�DQG�/LQNHG,Q��ZKLFK�LV�

PXFK�OHVV�VFDU\�WKDQ�PDNLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�LQ�SHUVRQ��6R�OHW·V�VWDUW�WKHUH�

Twitter

7ZLWWHU�LV�D�IDQWDVWLF�UHVRXUFH�IRU�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�FRQIHUHQFH�

DWWHQGHHV�DKHDG�RI�WLPH��+DVKWDJV�����DUH�UHJXODUO\�XVHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�

FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DW�HYHQWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��,1%281'�����·V�RIÀFLDO�KDVKWDJ�

LV��,1%281'����3HRSOH�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�PDUNHWLQJ�FRQIHUHQFH�FDQ�XVH�

WKH�KDVKWDJ�WR�WZHHW�DERXW�WKH�HYHQW��DQG�ÀQG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�

DOVR�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW�RQ�7ZLWWHU��+HUH·V�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�XVH�7ZLWWHU�WR�ÀQG�

FRQIHUHQFH�DWWHQGHHV�DKHDG�RI�WLPH�

7ZHHW�WKDW�\RX·UH�DWWHQGLQJ��,I�\RX·UH�D�ELW�QHUYRXV�DERXW�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�

WR�RWKHU�SHRSOH�RQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�EDVLV��VWDUW�E\�PDNLQJ�LW�HDV\�IRU�RWKHU�

DWWHQGHHV�WR�ÀQG�\RX�DQG�UHDFK�RXW�WR�\RX��)RU�H[DPSOH��\RX�FDQ�WZHHW�

2

So excited to go to 
#INBOUND14 in September! 
Tweet at me if you’ll be there, 
too.

“
”
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6HDUFK�IRU�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�KDVKWDJ��,I�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DUH�H[FLWHG�DERXW�

WKH�HYHQW�DQG�DUH�WZHHWLQJ�DERXW�LW��\RX�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�WKHP�LI�

WKH\·UH�XVLQJ�WKH�KDVKWDJ��-XVW�GR�D�7ZLWWHU�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�KDVKWDJ��VXFK�

DV��,1%281'����WR�ÀQG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�HYHQW�

5HJXODUO\�FKHFN�IRU�QHZ�DWWHQGHHV��6HW�XS�D�7ZLWWHU�IHHG�LQ�

7ZHHWGHFN��+RRW6XLWH��+XE6SRW��RU�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�XVH�WR�PRQLWRU�

\RXU�7ZLWWHU�IHHGV��&UHDWH�D�QHZ�VWUHDP�WKDW�PRQLWRUV�WKH�KDVKWDJ�

WKDW�SURPRWHV�WKH�HYHQW��7KLV�ZD\�\RX�FDQ�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�WKH�ODWHVW�

FRQYHUVDWLRQV�WKDW�KDSSHQ�DERXW�\RXU�HYHQW�

&UHDWH�D�7ZLWWHU�OLVW��7R�NHHS�\RXUVHOI�RUJDQL]HG��FUHDWH�D�WZLWWHU�OLVW�

RI�DOO�RI�WKH�DWWHQGHHV�WKDW�\RX�ÀQG��7LWOH�WKH�OLVW��´3HRSOH�$WWHQGLQJ�

�,1%281'��µ��VXEVWLWXWH�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�KDVKWDJ��DQG�PDNH�LW�SXEOLF��

7KLV�ZD\��WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�\RX�DGG�WR�WKH�OLVW�ZLOO�VHH�WKDW�\RX·YH�DGGHG�

WKHP�WR�WKH�OLVW��PDNLQJ�\RX�ORRN�OLNH�D�QHWZRUNLQJ�VXSHUVWDU��3HRSOH�ORYH�

WR�IROORZ�OHDGHUV��VR�\RX·OO�RSHQ�XS�\RXU�QHWZRUNLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

)ROORZ�DQG�WZHHW��5HYLHZ�WKHVH�SHRSOH·V�ELRV�DQG�7ZLWWHU� 

VWUHDPV��DQG�VHH�LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�FRPPRQ�WKDW� 

\RX�FRXOG�FKDW�DERXW�DW�WKH�HYHQW��7KHQ�IROORZ�WKHP��DQG� 

VHQG�D�WZHHW�WKHLU�ZD\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�\RX·OO�EH�DW�WKH�HYHQW� 

WRR�DQG�WKDW�\RX·G�ORYH�WR�PHHW�XS�

2

2

2
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LinkedIn

,I�7ZLWWHU·V�WKH�SDUW\�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD��/LQNHG,Q�LV�D�SURSHU�OXQFKHRQ��<RX�

PD\�IHHO�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�EXVLQHVV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

RQ�/LQNHG,Q��ZKLFK�LV�D�ELW�PRUH�IRUPDO�WKDQ�D�PLFUREORJJLQJ�SODIRUP��

+HUH·V�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�XVH�/LQNHG,Q�WR�SUHSDUH�

/HDUQ�DERXW�SHRSOH·V�EDFNJURXQGV��6RPHWLPHV�\RX�FDQ·W�ÀQG�RXW�

HQRXJK�DERXW�D�SHUVRQ·V�EDFNJURXQG�IURP�WKHLU�7ZLWWHU�IHHG��HVSHFLDOO\�

LI�DOO�WKH\�WZHHW�DERXW�LV�*DPH�RI�7KURQHV��8VH�/LQNHG,Q�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�

WKH�SHRSOH�\RX�ÀQG�RQ�7ZLWWHU��DQG�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDO�

EDFNJURXQG�WR�VHH�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VSHQG�\RXU�WLPH�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�

QHWZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP�

0DNH�PRUH�SHUVRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV��,I�WKHUH·V�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�\RX·G�

UHDOO\�OLNH�WR�QHWZRUN��VHQGLQJ�WKHP�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�JLYHV�\RX�

D�ELW�PRUH�VSDFH�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�\RX·G�OLNH�WR�PHHW�XS�ZLWK�WKHP�DW�WKH�

HYHQW��6RPHWLPHV������FKDUDFWHUV�MXVW�GRHVQ·W�FXW�LW�

6HQG�D�SULYDWH�PHVVDJH��2Q�7ZLWWHU��\RX�FDQ�RQO\�VHQG�D�SULYDWH�

'LUHFW�0HVVDJH�LI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�LV�IROORZLQJ�\RX�EDFN��2Q�/LQNHG,Q��\RX�

FDQ�XVH�DQ�LQYLWH�LQ�FDVH�\RX�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�WR�VHH�\RXU�

QHWZRUNLQJ�VWUDWHJ\��3HRSOH�ZKR�DUHQ·W�YHU\�DFWLYH�RQ�7ZLWWHU�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�

PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VHH�\RXU�/LQNHG,Q�LQYLWDWLRQ�

2

2
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Facebook

:KLOH�\RX�PLJKW�QRW�ZDQW�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�VWUDQJHUV�RQ�)DFHERRN��UHDOO\��

ZKHQ·V�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�\RX�DFFHSWHG�D�IULHQG�UHTXHVW�IURP�D�VWUDQJHU"���LW�

FRXOG�EH�D�JRRG�ZD\�WR�ÀQG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DWWHQGLQJ�\RXU�HYHQW��

RU�OHDUQ�D�ELW�PRUH�DERXW�WKHP�³�LI�WKHLU�SURÀOHV�DUH�SXEOLF��+HUH·V�KRZ�

\RX�FDQ�XVH�)DFHERRN�WR�SUHSDUH�

)LQG�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�HYHQW�SDJH��,W·V�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLOO�

KDYH�D�GHGLFDWHG�HYHQW�SDJH��8VH�)DFHERRN�VHDUFK�WR�ÀQG�WKH�HYHQW��

DQG�WKHQ�FOLFN�´$WWHQGµ�WR�DGG�\RXUVHOI�WR�WKH�URVWHU�RI�DWWHQGHHV�

:ULWH�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�RI�WKH�HYHQW��3RVW�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�RI�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�\RX·UH�

ORRNLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKHP�DW�WKH�HYHQW��0DNH�VXUH�

\RX�LQFOXGH�D�VRPH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�\RXUVHOI��DQG�WKH�W\SH�RI�SHRSOH�

\RX·G�OLNH�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK��3URYLGH�D�OLQN�WR�\RXU�/LQNHG,Q�SURÀOH�LQ�FDVH�

SHRSOH�IHHO�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�\RX�WKHUH�

&RPSLOH�D�OLVW�RI�SHRSOH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK��$JDLQ��PDQ\�

SHRSOH�RQO\�XVH�)DFHERRN�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�IULHQGV��,Q�IDFW��PHVVDJHV�

VHQW�IURP�QRQ�IULHQGV�ZLOO�JR�LQWR�WKH�´2WKHUµ�IROGHU�RI�\RXU�)DFHERRN�

LQER[�³�VR�SHRSOH�ZRQ·W�HYHQ�NQRZ�LI�\RX�VHQG�WKHP�D�PHVVDJH�XQOHVV�

WKH\�VSHFLÀFDOO\�FKHFN�WKLV�IROGHU��&RPSLOH�WKH�QDPHV�RI�SHRSOH�\RX�

ZDQW�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR��EXW�PDNH�\RXU�FRQQHFWLRQV�RQ�7ZLWWHU�RU�/LQNHG,Q�

2

2
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PREPARE YOUR ELEVATOR PITCH

<RX�VKRXOG�DOVR�XVH�WKH�ZHHNV�\RX�KDYH�SULRU�WR�WKH�HYHQW�ÀJXULQJ�RXW�

ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VD\�WR�SHRSOH��:KDW�DUH�\RXU�JRDOV�RI�QHWZRUNLQJ�DW�

WKH�FRQIHUHQFH"�:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�RWKHU�SHRSOH"�7KHQ�

PDNH�VXUH�\RX�SODQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�HOHPHQWV�

([SODLQ�\RXU�FRPSDQ\��&RPH�XS�ZLWK�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�WKDW�TXLFNO\�

DQG�DFFXUDWHO\�H[SODLQV�ZKDW�\RXU�FRPSDQ\�GRHV��0DNH�VXUH�LW�

LQFOXGHV�ZKDW�WKH�SULPDU\�EHQHÀW�LV�WR�\RXU�FXVWRPHUV��DQG�OHDYH�

RXW�XQQHFHVVDU\�MDUJRQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�QHZ�WR�WKH�LQGXVWU\�PLJKW�QRW�

XQGHUVWDQG��

([SODLQ�\RXU�UROH��%H�DEOH�WR�FRQFLVHO\�H[SODLQ�\RXU�UROH�DW�\RXU�

FRPSDQ\��7KLV�ZLOO�KHOS�SHRSOH�\RX�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�\RX�

PLJKW�EH�DEOH�WR�KHOS�WKHP�LQGLYLGXDOO\��$QG�LW�ZLOO�PDNH�\RX�ORRN�OHVV�

VLOO\��ZKLFK�LV�D�QLFH�SHUN�

&RPSLOH�D�OLVW�RI�TXHVWLRQV��$IWHU�H[FKDQJLQJ�LQWURGXFWLRQV�DQG�

QLFHWLHV��WKH�PRVW�DZNZDUG�PRPHQW�LV�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�VD\�

QH[W��DQG�WKH�WZR�RI�\RX�DUH�MXVW�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH����DZNZDUGO\����VWDULQJ�

DW�WKH�FURLVVDQWV�\RX·UH�KROGLQJ��7R�SUHYHQW�WKLV�VFHQDULR��KDYH�D�OLVW�RI�

VWRFN�TXHVWLRQV�UHDG\�WR�JR�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�DQ\RQH��2Q�WKH�QH[W�

SDJH��\RX·OO�ÀQG�D�OLVW�RI�VDPSOH�TXHVWLRQV�\RX�FDQ�DVN�

2

2
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w
EXAMPLE QUESTIONS 

´:KHUH�DUH�\RX�IURP"µ

´+RZ�ORQJ�KDYH�\RX�EHHQ�DW�;<=�FRPSDQ\"µ

´:KHUH�ZHUH�\RX�EHIRUH�MRLQLQJ�;<=�FRPSDQ\"µ

´+RZ�GLG�\RX�EHFRPH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�;<=�LQGXVWU\"µ

´:KDW�DUH�\RX�KRSLQJ�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKLV�HYHQW"µ

´:KDW�VHVVLRQV�DUH�\RX�PRVW�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR"µ

´:KLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�\RXU�IDYRULWH�VHVVLRQV�VR�IDU"µ

´:LOO�\RX�EH�DWWHQGLQJ�RWKHU�FRQIHUHQFHV�WKLV�\HDU"µ�

´,·P�WU\LQJ�WR�LPSURYH�DW�;<=����ZKDW�GLG�\RX�UHDG�WR�

GR�VR"µ
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EFFECTIVE 
NETWORKING 
DURING THE 
EVENT.

CHAPTER

02

http://hubspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://offers.hubspot.com/event-in-a-box
http://ctt.ec/X3y9N
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://offers.hubspot.com/event-in-a-box


HOW TO NETWORK AT CONFERENCES13

WWW.HUBSPOT.COM

Share This Ebook!

1RZ�WKDW�\RX·UH�DW�WKH�HYHQW��VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�QHWZRUNLQJ�\RX�
FDQ�GR�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WKH�VSRW�³�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJV�\RX·YH�DOUHDG\�
VHW�XS��+HUH�DUH�VRPH�WLSV�IRU�QHWZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�HYHQW�LWVHOI�
 

1. Know Your Networking Goals

'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VSUHDG�DZDUHQHVV�DERXW�D�QHZ�SURMHFW�\RX·UH�VWDUWLQJ"�
'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�PHHW�DQ�LQGXVWU\�OHDGHU�ZKR�FDQ�EHFRPH�D�YDOXDEOH�
PHQWRU"�'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�SRWHQWLDO�QHZ�KLUHV�IRU�RSHQ�SRVLWLRQV�DW�
\RXU�FRPSDQ\"�+DYLQJ�D�FOHDU�JRDO�LQ�PLQG�ZLOO�PDNH�QHWZRUNLQJ�
OHVV�DPELJXRXV�DQG�OHDG�WR�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH�FRQQHFWLRQV�

)LUVW�DVN�\RXUVHOI��´:KR�GR�,�ZDQW�WR�PHHW��DQG�ZK\"µ�&HUWDLQ�HYHQW�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SODWIRUPV�OLNH�(YHQWEULWH�VKRZ�WKH�HYHQW·V�DWWHQGHH�OLVW�RQ�
WKH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SDJH��,I�D�JXHVW�OLVW�OLNH�WKLV�LV�DYDLODEOH��WDNH�D�PRPHQW�
WR�VFDQ�LW��6HH�D�SHUVRQ�RU�FRPSDQ\�RQ�WKH�OLVW�\RX·YH�EHHQ�KRSLQJ�WR�
FRQQHFW�ZLWK"�+DYH�WKH�/LQNHG,Q�DSS�LQVWDOOHG�RQ�\RXU�VPDUW�SKRQH��DQG�
ORRN�XS�WKH�JXHVW·V�/LQNHG,Q�SURÀOH�WR�OHDUQ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH�DERXW�WKHP��
DQG�DUUDQJH�WR�PHHW�DW�WKH�HYHQW��

/HW·V�VD\�\RX·UH�WKH�&02�RI�D�VXFFHVVIXO�ODZQ�PRZLQJ�EXVLQHVV��<RXU�
EXVLQHVV�FRXOG�EHQHÀW�IURP�ÀQGLQJ�D�QHZ�VRXUFH�RI�SRWHQWLDO�FXVWRPHUV��
VR�\RX�ÀJXUH�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�GR�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WR�VWDUW�EXLOGLQJ�VRPH�
FR�PDUNHWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�XVH�WR�UHDFK�D�QHZ�DXGLHQFH�
RI�SRWHQWLDO�FXVWRPHUV��,I�WKLV�LV�WKH�FDVH��\RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�
VSHQGLQJ�VRPH�RI�\RXU�WLPH�DW�WKH�HYHQW�VHHNLQJ�RXW�SHRSOH�ZKRVH�
EXVLQHVVHV�DUH�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�WR�\RXUV�³�SHUKDSV�KRPH�LPSURYHPHQW�
YHQGRUV�³�ZLWK�ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�EXLOG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�SRVVLEOH�
FR�PDUNHWLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

http://hubspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://offers.hubspot.com/event-in-a-box
http://ctt.ec/X3y9N
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qNU U

2. Start a Conversation

<RXU�ÀUVW�FRQQHFWLRQ�DW�DQ�HYHQW�LV�\RXU�JDWHZD\�WR�PHHWLQJ�PRUH�
SHRSOH��0D\EH�WKH\�FDPH�ZLWK�IULHQGV�WKH\�FDQ�LQWURGXFH�\RX�WR��RU�
PD\EH�\RX·OO�GHFLGH�WR�EUHDN�LQWR�ELJJHU�JURXSV�WRJHWKHU��:KRHYHU�\RX�
DSSURDFK�ÀUVW��UHOLHYH�VRPH�RI�WKH�DZNZDUGQHVV�ZLWK�LQIRUPHG��
UHOHYDQW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�VWDUWHUV�WR�JHW�LQ�WKH�VZLQJ�RI�WKLQJV�
WRJHWKHU��

$SSURDFKLQJ�D�ELJ�RU�VPDOO�JURXS�FDQ�EH�LQWLPLGDWLQJ��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�
DSSURDFK��\RX�FDQ�MRLQ�LQ�RQ�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�RU�VWDUW�\RXU�RZQ�
VXFFHVVIXOO\��(DVH�LQWR�WKH�HYHQLQJ�E\�LQWURGXFLQJ�\RXUVHOI�WR�RQH�SHUVRQ�
ZKR�LV�DOVR�Á\LQJ�VROR�DQG�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�WR�WDON�WR��

5HDG�XS�RQ�LQGXVWU\�QHZV�DQG�WUHQGV�EHIRUHKDQG�VR�\RX·OO�EH�SUHSDUHG�
WR�VSDUN�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DQG�DVN�IRU�WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�RQ�WRSLFV�WKDW�DUH�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�ERWK�RI�\RX��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�LI�\RX·UH�DWWHQGLQJ�
DQ�HYHQW�RXWVLGH�\RXU�LQGXVWU\��
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3. Introduce Yourself to 
Someone Who’s a Big Deal

:H�VRPHWLPHV�ZDON�LQWR�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQWV�ZLWK�KLJK�KRSHV�RI�PHHWLQJ�
WKH�&(2�RI�D�FRPSDQ\�ZH�DGPLUH��RU�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�D�IDYRULWH�ERRN��:H·UH�
VR�WKULOOHG�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�SODFH�DV�WKHP��EXW�VXGGHQO\��\RX�VSRW�WKHP�
DFURVV�WKH�URRP�DQG�EHFRPH�QHUYRXV��DZNZDUG��DQG�³�ZKR�NQRZV�
³�PD\EH�HYHQ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�VZHDW\��6R�KRZ�FDQ�\RX�VXFFHVVIXOO\�VWULNH�
XS�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKLV�PLQL�FHOHEULW\�IURP�\RXU�LQGXVWU\·V�3HRSOH�
PDJD]LQH�ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ�D�WRWDO�IRRO�RI�\RXUVHOI"

5HPHPEHU�WKDW�\RX�DGPLUH�WKLV�SHUVRQ�EHFDXVH�\RX�UHVSHFW�WKHLU�
WKRXJKW�OHDGHUVKLS��JLYH�WKHP�D�FKDQFH�WR�DGPLUH�\RX��WRR��E\�
VSDUNLQJ�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�UHOHYDQW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��

)LUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��PDNH�VXUH�\RX�KDYH�SXUSRVH��%XWWLQJ�LQWR�WKHLU�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WR�WHOO�WKHP�\RX�ORYH�WKHLU�ZRUN�RU�DGPLUH�WKHLU�DSSURDFK�WR�
EXVLQHVV�ZLOO�QRW�LQYLWH�VWLPXODWLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��,Q�IDFW��LW·V�PRUH�OLNHO\�
WR�HYRNH�D�VLPSOH�´WKDQN�\RX�µ�&RQVLGHU�ZKDW�LW�LV�DERXW�WKLV�SHUVRQ�WKDW�
UHVRQDWHG�ZLWK�\RX��DQG�WLH�LW�LQ�WR�\RXU�ZRUN��SURMHFWV��RU�SKLORVRSK\��
$SSURDFK�WKHP�ZLWK�FRQÀGHQFH��LQWURGXFH�\RXUVHOI�QRW�DV�D�IDQ��EXW�DV�
DQ�HTXDO��EHFDXVH�\RX�DUH���DQG�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�UHODWH�WR��OLNH��´,�ORYHG�\RXU�ERRN�RQ�,QERXQG�0DUNHWLQJ��
,�UHIHUHQFH�LW�DOO�WKH�WLPH�DW�ZRUN��<RX�ZURWH�LW�D�FRXSOH�\HDUV�DJR�³�LV�
WKHUH�DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�ZRXOG�DGG�QRZ�WKDW�VRPH�WLPH�KDV�SDVVHG"µ�
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4. Don’t Let the Conversation 
Lose Steam

2IWHQ��ZH�PHHW�VRPHRQH�DQG�H[FKDQJH�RXU�QDPH��FRPSDQ\��MRE�WLWOH��
DQG�ZKHUH�ZH�JUHZ�XS�LQ�DERXW�WKUHH�PLQXWHV��7KHQ�ZH�VPLOH��ORRN�DW�
WKH�JURXQG��DQG�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��´,�ORYH�\RXU�VKLUW�µ

6PRRWK�

:KHQ�WKH�VPDOO�WDON�LV�XS��LW·V�HDV\�IRU�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WR�JR�VRXWK��
$YRLG�WKLV�E\�PDNLQJ�them�WKH�WRSLF�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��<RX�PLJKW�EH�RQ�WKH�
YHUJH�RI�DQ�DZNZDUG�VLOHQFH�DW�D�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQW��EXW�LI�\RX�UHIHUHQFHG�
D�SURMHFW�\RX�NQRZ�WKH\·UH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ��\RX·OO�OLNHO\�EH�PHW�ZLWK�D�
JHQXLQH��´/HW�PH�WHOO�\RX�DERXW�WKDW�µ�

5HPHPEHU�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX·UH�WDONLQJ�WR�LV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ERDW�DV�\RX��
7KH\�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WR�DZNZDUGO\�À]]OH�RXW��HLWKHU��$QG�
HYHU\RQH�ORYHV�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV�

<RX�PD\�EH�WKLQNLQJ��´+RZ�FDQ�,�PDNH�FRQQHFWLRQV�LI�ZH�MXVW�WDON�DERXW�
WKHP�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH"µ�6KRZLQJ�JHQXLQH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�FDQ�
VD\�PRUH�DERXW�\RX�WKDQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�\RXUVHOI��%HVLGHV��LI�D�SHUVRQ�
GRHVQ·W�UHFLSURFDWH�WKH�EHKDYLRU�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�WHOO�WKHP�DERXW�
\RXUVHOI�DIWHUZDUG��WKHQ�WKH\�SUREDEO\�ZHUHQ·W�D�YDOXDEOH�FRQQHFWLRQ�
WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK��1H[W�WLPH�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LV�ÁDLOLQJ��DVN�IRU�WKHP�WR�
HODERUDWH��DQG�\RX·OO�ÀQG�WDONLQJ�SRLQWV�\RX·OO�EH�DEOH�WR�H[SDQG�RQ�
DQG�UXQ�ZLWK��
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5. Ask for Something Without 
EPMaW]U�E^\R^]R�AŪ

7KH�KLJKOLJKW�RI�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQWV�ZH�DOO�IDQWDVL]H�DERXW�LV�OHDYLQJ�ZLWK�
D�FRQFUHWH�H[FKDQJH�WKDW�ZLOO�PRYH�RXU�EXVLQHVV�RU�FDUHHU�IRUZDUG��
0D\EH�LW·V�D�MRE�RIIHU��JHWWLQJ�DQ�LQYHVWRU�RQ�ERDUG��ORFNLQJ�GRZQ�D�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�OHWWHU��RU�ODQGLQJ�D�FOLHQW�\RX·YH�EHHQ�DIWHU�IRU�PRQWKV��
:KDWHYHU�WKH�KLJKOLJKW��LW�LVQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�IDOO�LQ�RXU�ODS��:H�FDQ�SOD\�DOO�WKH�
ULJKW�FDUGV�WR�VHW�XV�XS�IRU�D�WKH�ELJ�PRPHQW��EXW�D�WLPH�ZLOO�FRPH�ZKHQ�
ZH�QHHG�WR�SXW�RXUVHOYHV�RXW�WKHUH�DQG�ÀUPO\�H[SUHVV�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW��
+RZ�FDQ�ZH�GR�WKLV�ZLWKRXW�VRXQGLQJ�DJJUHVVLYH"

&RQVLGHU�\RXU�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�FODVVLF�MRE�LQWHUYLHZ�TXHVWLRQ�´:K\�VKRXOG�
ZH�KLUH�\RX�RYHU�WKH�RWKHU�FDQGLGDWHV"µ�<RX�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�D�WUXH��
VXFFLQFW��KXPEOH��DQG�H[HPSODU\�DQVZHU�RI�ZK\�\RX�DUH�WKH�ULJKW�SHUVRQ�
IRU�WKH�MRE��<RXU�DSSURDFK�WR�JHWWLQJ�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�IURP�QHWZRUNLQJ�LVQ·W�
DOO�WKDW�GLIIHUHQW��H[FHSW�LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�H[SUHVV�\RXU�ÁH[LELOLW\��

,Q�KHU�ERRN�/HDQ�,Q��)DFHERRN�&22�6KHU\O�6DQGEHUJ�UHIHUHQFHV�D�
WLPH�D�ZRPDQ�DSSURDFKHG�KHU�DVNLQJ�IRU�D�MRE�E\�DVNLQJ�ZKDW�KHU�FRUH�
EXVLQHVV�SUREOHPV�ZHUH�DQG�KRZ�VKH�FRXOG�À[�WKHP��7KLV�FRPELQDWLRQ�
RI�ÁH[LEOLW\�DQG�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�JHWWLQJ�WKH�MRE�GRQH�LV�D�EULOOLDQW�ZD\�WR�
IUDPH�\RXU�QH[W�ELJ�DVN��%H�ÀUP�RQ�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW��EXW�EH�FOHDU�WKDW�
ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�LV�PXWXDOO\�EHQHÀFLDO�
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6. Exit a Conversation 
Gracefully
,W·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�QHWZRUNLQJ�LVQ·W�OLNH�VSHHG�GDWLQJ��7KH�
JRDO�LVQ·W�WR�PHHW�DV�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DV�\RX�FDQ�³�LW·V�WR�PDNH�YDOXDEOH�
FRQQHFWLRQV��:KLOH�LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�QRW�WR�UXVK�WKURXJK�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�IRU�
WKLV�UHDVRQ��WKHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�MXPS�VKLS��:KHWKHU�\RX·UH�
FKDWWLQJ�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZRQ·W�OHW�\RX�JHW�D�ZRUG�LQ�RU�VRPHRQH�ZKR�
LV�ZDVWLQJ�WLPH�ZKLQLQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�ERVV��\RX�VKRXOG�VWLOO�EH�SROLWH�ZKHQ�
HQGLQJ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�

,I�WKHUH·V�D�OXOO�LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��VD\��´3OHDVH�OHW�PH�NQRZ�KRZ�WKDW�SURMHFW�
JRHV��,·G�ORYH�WR�VHH�LW�DQG�KHDU�KRZ�LW�WXUQV�RXW�µ�7KLV�ZLOO�VKRZ�\RX�
ZHUH�HQJDJHG��DQG�WKRXJK�LW�HQGV�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW��
WKH\�ZRQ·W�IHHO�RIIHQGHG��2U�DVN�WKHP��´+DYH�\RX�VHHQ�DQ\RQH�IURP�
>FRPSDQ\�QDPH@�WRQLJKW"�,·YH�EHHQ�PHDQLQJ�WR�FKDW�ZLWK�WKHP�µ�7KLV�ZLOO�
NLQGO\�H[SUHVV�WKDW�LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX�WR�H[SDQG�\RXU�QHWZRUN��,Q�WKH�
IXWXUH��LI�\RX�QHHG�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�D�WRUWRURXV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��HQG�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW��EXW�NHHS�LW�IHHOLQJ�RSHQ�HQGHG�IRU�WKH�
IXWXUH�
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WHAT TO DO 
AFTER THE 
EVENT.

CHAPTER

03
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FOLLOW UP WITH YOUR 
CONNECTIONS!

$IWHU�WKH�HYHQW��IROORZ�XS�ZLWK�\RXU�QHZ�FRQWDFWV��5HPLQG�WKHP�ZKR�

\RX�DUH�DQG�UHVXUIDFH�DQ\�LPSRUWDQW�HYHQWV�RU�WRSLFV�\RX�FKDWWHG�DERXW��

)ROORZLQJ�XS�ZLWK�D�SHUVRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�KHOSV�\RX�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�DQG�

VROLGLI\�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS� 

&RQQHFW�VRRQ�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW��7R�EXLOG�D�VWURQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS��LW·V�DOZD\V�

JRRG�WR�VWULNH�ZKLOH�WKH�LURQ·V�KRW��7KH�VRRQHU�\RX�IROORZ�XS�ZLWK�WKHP��

WKH�PRUH�OLNHO\�\RXU�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�\RX�

KDG�DW�WKH�HYHQW�

&RQQHFW�ZLWK�\RXU�QHZ�FRQWDFWV�RQ�/LQNHG,Q��&KDQFHV�DUH��\RX�JRW�

WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�FDUG��VR�WKDW�ZLOO�PDNH�LW�HDV\�WR�ÀQG�WKHP�RQ�/LQNHG,Q��

,W·V�EHVW�WR�GR�WKLV�VRRQ�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW�ZKHQ�\RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�

IUHVK�LQ�ERWK�RI�\RXU�PLQGV��2QH�WLS�RQ�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKR·V�ZKR��:ULWH�D�

OLWWOH�QRWH�RQ�WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�FDUGV�WR�UHPLQG�\RXUVHOI�RI�ZKDW�\RX�WDONHG�

DERXW��DQG�LQFOXGH�WKDW�LQIR�LQ�\RXU�FRQQHFWLRQ�PHVVDJH�

)XUWKHU�WKRVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV��&RQVLGHU�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�DQ\�PXWXDO�

FRQWDFWV�\RX�DQG�\RXU�QHZ�FRQQHFWLRQ�KDYH��7KH\�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�

RIIHU�\RX�HYHQ�PRUH�DGYLFH�DERXW�KRZ�WR�IXUWKHU�GHYHORS�\RXU�QHZ�

UHODWLRQVKLS�

2

2

2
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6HQG�UHOHYDQW�OLQNV��6HQG�FRPSHOOLQJ�DUWLFOHV�WKDW�UHODWHV�WR�\RXU�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ�SURYLGHV�\RXU�QHZ�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�VRPH�YDOXH��)RU�

H[DPSOH��\RX�FRXOG�VD\��´:H�WDONHG�DERXW�LQERXQG�PDUNHWLQJ�IRU�D�IHZ�

PLQXWHV��,�UHDG�WKLV�DUWLFOH�WKH�RWKHU�GD\�DQG�,�WKRXJKW�\RX·G�HQMR\�LW�µ

([KDOH��<RX�GLG�LW��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�RQ�RYHUFRPLQJ�\RXU�VRFLDO�DQ[LHWLHV�

DQG�QHWZRUNLQJ�OLNH�D�SUR�

3ODQ�RQ�DWWHQGLQJ�D�QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQW�VRRQ"�/HDYH�DZNZDUGQHVV�DW�WKH�
GRRU�E\�ZDONLQJ�LQ�ZLWK�IXOO�FRQÀGHQFH��:KHWKHU�ZHDULQJ�\RXU�IDYRULWH�
VKLUW��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�´&DQ·W�7RXFK�7KLVµ�RQ�WKH�ZD\�RXW�WKH�GRRU��RU�EHLQJ�RQ�
WRS�RI�\RXU�LQGXVWU\�QHZV�SXWV�\RX�LQ�WRS�IRUP��UHPHPEHU�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�
WKH�HYHQLQJ�LV�XS�WR�\RX��

2

2
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3XW�\RXU�QHWZRUNLQJ�VNLOOV�WR�WKH�WHVW�DW�,1%281'�������5HJLVWHU�QRZ�

IRU�,1%281'����,1%281'�LV�DQ�DQQXDO�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�%RVWRQ�ZKHUH�

EXVLQHVV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�ODWHVW�PDUNHWLQJ�

VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�JHW�LQVSLUHG�E\�ZHOO�NQRZQ�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHUV��$W�,1%281'��

\RX�FDQ�

3�&KRRVH�IURP������VHVVLRQV�RQ�PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�EXVLQHVV�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV 

3�*HW�WKH�EHVW�6(2��VRFLDO�PHGLD��OHDG�JHQ��DQG�FXVWRPHU�FRQYHUVLRQ�WLSV 

3�*HW�FHUWLÀHG�LQ�LQERXQG�PDUNHWLQJ 

3�1HWZRUN�ZLWK�������RWKHU�PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�EXVLQHVV�SURIHVVLRQDOV 

3�6SHQG�IRXU�GD\V�LQ�%RVWRQ��KRPH�WR�D�ÁRXULVKLQJ�WHFK�VFHQH 

3�3DUW\�ZLWK�RWKHU�DWWHQGHHV�DQG�VHH�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�VKRZ�IURP�2QH5HSXEOLF
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