
HHooww  ttoo  SSaaffeellyy  CChhaannggee  aa  LLeeaadd  CCoonnttaammiinnaatteedd  HHEEPPAA  
VVaaccuuuumm  BBaagg    

****GGuuiiddaannccee  ffoorr  LLooccaall  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  OOffffiicceess****  
   
 TToooollss  yyoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd::      
 ••  DDiissppoossaall  bbaagg  ••  PPaappeerr  ttoowweellss  ••  SSpprraayy  mmiisstteerr  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  wwaatteerr  
 ••  1100’’  xx  1100’’  ppoollyy  sshheeeettiinngg  ••  WWeett  wwiippeess  ••  DDuucctt  ttaappee  
 ••  VVaaccuuuumm  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  ppaarrttss  
   
 PPeerrssoonnaall  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  EEqquuiippmmeenntt::  
 ••  DDiissppoossaabbllee  ccoovveerraallllss  ••  RRuubbbbeerr//llaatteexx  gglloovveess  ••  BBoooott  ccoovveerrss  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSTTEEPP  11::  
Place a 
small piece 
of duct 
tape over 
the 
vacuum’s 
intake. 

SSTTEEPP  22::  Lay out the poly sheeting.  This should 
be done outside, or in a garage-type area. Place 
the contaminated HEPA vacuum in the center 
of the plastic along with the spray mister, wet-
wipes/paper towels, duct tape, disposal bag and 
any other tools, as needed. The new HEPA 
vacuum bag should be placed just off the edge of 
the plastic within easy reach. 

  
SSTTEEPP  33:: Put on the disposable coveralls, boot 

covers, and the rubber or latex gloves. 

SSTTEEPP  44::  
Using the spray 
mister, lightly 
mist the air 
around the 
HEPA vacuum 
as you open the 
canister. Once 
the vacuum is 
open, mist the 
contents. 

SSTTEEPP  55::      
Carefully remove the HEPA vacuum bag 
and place a small piece of duct tape over the 
hole. Place the vacuum bag into the disposal 
bag. 



 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                                 SSTTEEPP  88::  
          Remove the gloves 
          and coveralls and  
          place them in the 
          disposal bag. Using 
                                wet-wipes, clean all 
          tools, including the  
          vacuum and the 
 exterior of the  
 disposal bag, and  
place them off the edge of the poly sheeting. Remove 
boot covers, stepping off of the poly sheeting with 
each foot upon removal. Wipe hands and face clean 
with wet-wipes.           

SSTTEEPP  66::      
Using either the wet-
wipes or the paper towels 
with the mister, wipe out 
the inside of the canister, 
then wipe down the 
outside.  Dispose of the 
wet-wipes or paper 
towels in the disposal 
bag. 

SSTTEEPP  77:: Connect the new 
collection bag. Make certain that a 

good seal has been created between 
the bag and the canister intake. 

Place the cover back on the 
vacuum and secure it. 

SSTTEEPP  99:: Using the spray mister, 
generously mist the entire sheet of 
poly. Carefully fold the poly sheeting 
inward onto itself, trapping any dust 
or debris inside the plastic. Fold the 
sheeting to a manageable size and 
place it in the disposal bag. 

SSTTEEPP  1100::  
Seal the 
disposal bag 
using a piece 
of duct tape 
to create a 
gooseneck tie 
at the top of 
the bag. 

SSTTEEPP  1111::  
If this procedure was performed in a garage-
like area, as a final step, HEPA vacuum the 

floor. 

SSTTEEPP  1122::  
Dispose of waste in accordance with local ordinances

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  FFaammiillyy  SSeerrvviicceess  
DDiivviissiioonn  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh    
BBuurreeaauu  ooff  OOccccuuppaattiioonnaall  HHeeaalltthh  
AAssbbeessttooss  &&  LLeeaadd  SSeeccttiioonn  


