
A 5-Step Reading Strategy 
for Students

Step 4:  What “clunked?”

Step 1: Preview the text for two or three minutes.

• Look at the title, subtitle,
pictures, bolded and italicized 
words. What do you see?

• Ask yourself,
“What do I already know about 
this subject?”

• Ask yourself, 
“What do I expect to learn 
from what I am about to read?” 

Step 2: Grab a pencil and
read the passage aloud.

• Clicks refer to sections of
the text that are easy to read, 
make sense, or “click.” 

Step 3:  What “clicked?”

Step 5:  Put fix-up
strategies into play. 

Once you’ve read the passage
and identified the sections that 
“clunked,” you should:

• Reread the sentences that 
clunked.

• Search for context clues
in the sentences before and 
after the sentences that 
clunked.

• Look for cognates if you 
are bilingual. 

• Study the word parts.
Do you recognize a prefix, 
suffix or root word?

• Clunks refer to 
any words or 
ideas that are 
confusing. Circle 
these, place a 
check mark next 
to them, or jot 
them down in your 
reading log! Now 
continue reading. 

Step 4:  What “clunked?”
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