
SUMMARIES OF ACOS SELECTED FOR APRIL 1, 2012 START-UP 

Accountable Care Organization/Collaborative Health Systems Partnerships 

The following Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs), which will serve beneficiaries in eight states, are 
partnerships between local health care providers and Collaborative Health Systems (CHS), which will 
provide a range of care coordination, analytics and reporting, technology and other administrative services 
to enable physicians and other healthcare professionals to deliver quality healthcare efficiently. This 
collaboration is designed to achieve the CMS goal of the three part aim objectives of better overall care, 
improved health and lower per capita costs for Medicare Fee-for Service beneficiaries attributed to the ACO 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Caldwell County, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Caldwell County, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership between Caldwell 
Memorial Hospital, Inc. and CHS.  Caldwell Memorial Hospital, which opened in 1951, serves the people of 
Caldwell County, NC, and represents more than 50 provider practitioners, serving more than 5,000 Medicare 
beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Coastal Georgia 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Coastal Georgia is an ACO formed in partnership between South Coast 
Medical Group, LLC and CHS.  It will serve approximately 8,000 beneficiaries in the Savannah, Georgia, 
area. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Eastern North Carolina, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Eastern North Carolina, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership between 
The Atlantic Integrated Health Network (AIHN) and CHS.  AIHN, which was founded in 1994 and now 
includes more than 6,400 physicians and other health care providers, is one of the oldest self-sustaining 
physician-led networks in North Carolina.  It is expected to serve nearly 10,000 beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Greater Athens Georgia 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Greater Athens Georgia is an ACO formed in partnership between the 
Coalition of Athens Area Physicians, Inc. and CHS.  It is expected to serve approximately 8,500 
beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Mount Kisco, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Mount Kisco, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership between Mount Kisco 
Medical Group, PC, and CHS.  Mount Kisco Medical Group is a multi-specialty medical provider that offers 
medical care to patients at 25 locations.   It is comprised of more than 270 physicians representing 40 
different medical specialties throughout the Mount Kisco, New York area. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of the Mississippi Gulf Coast, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of the Mississippi Gulf Coast, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership 
between Mississippi Coast Physicians, Inc. and CHS. It is expected to serve nearly 7,000 beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of the North Country, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of the North Country, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership between North 
Country Physicians Organization, PLLC (NCPO) and CHS.  NCPO is a multi-specialty medical provider that 
offers the medical care to patients at various locations in New York, including Potsdam, Canton, Massena, 



Ogdensburg, Gouverneur, and Malone.   It is comprised of more than 170 physicians representing 30 
different medical specialties.  It is expected to serve about 5,300 beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Southeast Wisconsin, LLC 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Southeast Wisconsin, LLC is an ACO formed in partnership between 
Independent Physician Network, Inc. (IPN) and CHS.  IPN was established in 1984 and has grown to 
include more than 900 member physicians who serve more than 130,000 patients in southeastern 
Wisconsin.  The ACO is expected to serve nearly 10,000 beneficiaries. 

• Accountable Care Coalition of Texas, Inc. 

The Accountable Care Coalition of Texas, Inc. is an ACO created through a partnership between an 
affiliation of Independent Physician Associations, medical groups and health systems in the 
Houston/Beaumont area of Texas and CHS.  The founders of Accountable Care Coalition of Texas, Inc. 
have a long history of working together collaboratively to deliver quality care efficiently.  Their care 
coordination approach helps physicians give the right care at the right time to Medicare patients, especially 
the chronically ill, and reduce unnecessary services.  The ACO is expected to serve nearly 70,000 
beneficiaries. 

AHS ACO, LLC 

The Atlantic ACO includes a partnership with The Valley Hospital in Ridgewood, NJ, and participation from 
more than 1,300 physicians, including more than 200 primary care physicians, 50 nurse practitioners and 10 
ancillary care providers in five regions: Bergen, Morris, Somerset, Sussex, and Union counties. Through its 
participating physicians, hospitals, and staff, Atlantic ACO is committed to improving the quality of health 
care and reducing the individual and clinical health care costs for the Medicare population served in these 
regions. Atlantic Health System includes Morristown, Overlook, and Newton medical centers and Goryeb 
Children’s Hospital. Atlantic ACO will care for nearly 50,000 beneficiaries. 

AppleCare Medical ACO, LLC 

AppleCare Medical ACO is a network of physicians that provide care to patients throughout Southern Los 
Angeles County and Orange County.  Owned and managed by physicians, AppleCare Medical ACO 
partners with more than 800 physicians in the region, as well as major hospitals and medical centers across 
Southern California to provide access to a full spectrum of facilities for receiving whatever care a patient 
may require.  AppleCare Medical ACO is affiliated with AppleCare Medical Group.  The ACO is expected to 
serve nearly 8,000 beneficiaries. 

Arizona Connected Care, LLC 

Arizona Connected Care is a collaboration of independent health care providers in Tucson and Southern 
Arizona, including more than 150 physicians, three Federally Qualified Health Centers and Tucson Medical 
Center.   While building on Patient-Centered Medical Home methods to improve access to team-based 
primary care services, Arizona Connected Care is also committed to aligning efforts of specialists and 
institutions to assure that patients throughout the community have access to necessary services, in a 
supportive and education-based health care environment.  Engaging patients directly in their own care 
should lead to improved decision-making, quality of life and better use of community health resources.  
Arizona Connected Care will re- focus on basics, providing patients with access to information and extra 
resources to assist with transitions between care settings – “hospital to home”, ensuring that patients 
(especially those with chronic conditions) get the right care, at the right time, in the right setting.  The ACO is 
expected to serve nearly 7,500 beneficiaries. 

Chinese Community Accountable Care Organization 



The Chinese Community ACO will operate in New York City’s Chinese community and will focus its efforts 
on providing culturally competent care to its patients while improving their healthcare and reducing costs.  
This collaboration of physicians with expertise in caring for this underserved, minority population with special 
considerations will work with its community partners, hospitals (e.g. Beth Israel Medical Center, New York 
Hospital Queens, Lutheran Medical Center and Flushing Hospital), visiting nurse service agencies, home 
care service agencies, churches, senior centers, and senior social day care centers, etc.  It will engage 
patients and their families to participate in their care plans and disease management.  The ACO is expected 
to serve nearly 12,000 beneficiaries. 

CIPA Western New York IPA, doing business as Catholic Medical Partners 

Located in Buffalo, NY, Catholic Medical Partners is a network of more than 900 independent practicing 
physicians, Catholic Health and Mount St. Mary Hospital dedicated to serving the people of Erie and Niagara 
counties. Through the development and implementation of clinical integration programs, Catholic Medical 
Partners and its providers are focused on improving the efficiency, safety and quality in delivering medical 
care based on coordination, an educated and involved patient population and the sharing of information and 
resources that will make a difference in patients’ lives.   The ACO is expected to serve more than 31,000 
beneficiaries. 

Coastal Carolina Quality Care, Inc.  

Coastal Carolina Quality Care is an ACO created to serve Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries in North 
Carolina.  Coastal Carolina Health Care, the ACO’s sole participant, is a physician-owned and operated 
medical practice with over 50 providers.  The majority of these providers are Family Practice and Internal 
Medicine.  In addition, the medical practice offers subspecialty care which includes Cardiology, Critical Care, 
Gastroenterology, Hematology, Oncology, Neurology, and Pulmonology.  The medical group cares for more 
than 11,000 Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries which accounts for more than half of its care delivered.  
The medical group works closely with the area’s hospitals, nursing homes, home health and hospice 
providers, free clinics, and other community providers and plans to take steps to strengthen these 
relationships through this program. 

Crystal Run Healthcare ACO, LLC 

Crystal Run Healthcare is a multi-specialty group with over 200 providers, in over 40 medical specialties with 
15 practice locations.  Its treatment decisions are based on nationally accepted, evidenced –based 
guidelines.  It is expected to serve nearly 10,000 beneficiaries in New York and Pennsylvania. 

Florida Physicians Trust, LLC 

Florida Physicians Trust, LLC represents a diverse group of independent physicians, including both Doctors 
of Medicine and Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine, who have jointly created a patient-centric approach to 
providing quality service across the entire spectrum of care for beneficiaries in Florida.  The ACO will 
provide care coordination, stressing communication, medical information exchange, and team based care 
among primary care physicians and specialists.  The ACO is expected to serve about 16,500 beneficiaries. 

Hackensack Physician-Hospital Alliance ACO, LLC 

HackensackUMC, a non-profit teaching and research hospital located in Bergen County, New Jersey, is the 
largest provider of inpatient and outpatient services in the state. This 775-bed facility provides a broad 
spectrum of care in a number of facilities, including the Heart & Vascular Hospital, the John Theurer Cancer 
Center, the Joseph M. Sanzari Children’s Hospital, and the Donna A. Sanzari Women’s Hospital.  The ACO 
is expected to serve approximately 11,000 beneficiaries. 

Jackson Purchase Medical Associates, PSC 



The Jackson Purchase Medical Associates consists of six medical groups, all sharing the same mission and 
desire to provide high quality medical care to its community.  The facilities offer full service on site laboratory 
and diagnostics. The six medical groups are: Ballard County Medical Clinic - a walk in clinic that was 
developed as a cooperative effort between Ballard County and the City of Barlow and Jackson Purchase 
Medical Associates and is located in Barlow, KY; Internal Medicine Group - an 8 physician practice; 
Paducah Endocrinology - a single physician practice dedicated to the treatment of diabetes and metabolic 
disorders; Paducah Family Medicine - a 3 physician family practice; Paducah Rheumatology - a single 
physician practice dedicated to the treatment of arthritis and connective tissue diseases, including 
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, lupus, scleroderma, gout, vasculitis, and other inflammatory disorders; 
RediCare - a physician led walk in center; and Western Kentucky Kidney Specialists - a 2 physician practice 
dedicated to treating diseases of the kidney. The Jackson Purchase Medical Associates, PSC serves 
Medicare beneficiaries in the Jackson Purchase area of Western Kentucky centered in Paducah.  The ACO 
is expected to serve nearly 6,000 beneficiaries. 

Jordan Community ACO 

The Jordan Community ACO is a not-for-profit organization based in Plymouth, Massachusetts and founded 
in 2012. The Jordan Community ACO consists of more than 100 physicians from Plymouth Bay Medical 
Associates, Jordan Physician Associates, and a number of specialty physicians from Jordan Hospital. 
Together, the Jordan Community ACO physicians coordinate the healthcare of more than 6,000 Medicare 
beneficiaries in Plymouth and Barnstable Counties. This approach ensures that patients receive the right 
care from the right provider at the right time, making it possible to identify and address problems early, 
before hospital care becomes necessary. 

North Country ACO 

North Country Accountable Care Organization (North Country ACO), located in Littleton New Hampshire, is 
dedicated to promoting better care coordination, improving patient outcomes and creating a collaborative 
environment across healthcare systems in rural northern New Hampshire and Vermont.   Participants of the 
North Country ACO include Ammonoosuc Community Health Services, Coos County Family Health 
Services, Indian Stream Health Center and Mid-State Health Center.   All of the North Country ACO 
participants are members of North Country Health Consortium (NCHC).   The community health centers 
have relationships with each other, as well as strong associations with their community partners, including 
community hospitals, home health agencies, community mental health centers, and emergency medical 
services.   Collaboration through this long-standing, unique rural network provides critical opportunities for 
coordination which result in reduced hospital re-admissions and emergency department use, and improved 
health outcomes.   The ACO is expected to serve nearly 6,000 beneficiaries. 

Optimus Healthcare Partners, LLC 

Optimus Healthcare Partners, LLC, located in Summit, New Jersey, is a physician-governed ACO comprised 
of over 500 primary and specialty physicians working closely together to serve patients in the following New 
Jersey counties: Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic, 
Somerset, and Union.  Optimus is dedicated to improving the quality of care for its patients through patient 
centered models of care, promoting evidence based medicine, improved outcomes, and enhancing our 
patients’ experience and satisfaction.  The most important innovation Optimus provides is “clarity and 
culture”; putting the patient first, rebuilding the healthcare system’s culture of compassion, and then applying 
an accountable framework that drives quality and affordability.  The ACO is expected to serve nearly 29,000 
beneficiaries. 

Physicians of Cape Cod ACO Description of Organization 

Physicians of Cape Cod ACO has been coordinating care for beneficiaries through a managed care program 
for 10 years, and intends to bring the expertise developed in that program to the ACO model for fee-for-



service beneficiaries. It is expected to serve approximately 5,000 beneficiaries living in Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts. 

Premier ACO Physician Network 

Premier ACO Physicians Network is a subsidiary of Lakewood IPA, which has more than 25 years of 
experience in providing and managing capitated health care services to patients in the Greater Long Beach 
and Orange County areas. The physicians of Premier ACO, who also serve patients of the IPAs, will bring 
the expertise they have developed in the capitated health care context to care coordination in Medicare’s 
fee-for-services program.  The ACO is expected to serve about 12,500 beneficiaries. 

Primary Partners, LLC 

Primary Partners mission is to provide quality, clinically integrated patient-centered care while allowing 
primary care physicians to continue operating independent practices.  Its participating primary care 
physicians are located in Lake, Orange, Osceola and Polk Counties.  It is expected to serve about 7,500 
beneficiaries. 

RGV ACO Health Providers, LLC 

RGV ACO Health Providers, LLC (ACO) is a comprehensive, patient-centered ACO composed of six 
primary care group practices with ten clinic locations collaborating to coordinate the provision of quality 
medical care through its provider participants.  Located in Hidalgo County, Texas, the ACO serves the South 
Texas populations of Weslaco, Mercedes, Elsa, Donna, Mission and surrounding communities. The ACO 
participant providers will be able to offer their patients assigned care coordinators, a nutritionist and 
extended hours of operation to improve the access and the quality of care of the population served by the 
ACO and its participating providers.  With the implementation of “medical homes”, this particular ACO is 
designed to increase patient access to providers 24 hours-a-day.  The ACO is expected to serve over 6,000 
beneficiaries. 

West Florida ACO, LLC 

West Florida ACO, LLC (ACO) is comprised of over 30 participating primary care physicians and 
specialists.  The ACO will focus on coordination of care and quality programs geared towards the geriatric 
population.  The ACO leadership has substantial experience with quality of care and efficiency improvement 
initiatives, including, but not limited to, service as medical directors, clinical oversight directors and clinical 
co-management program directors.  The ACO is expected to serve more than 10,000 beneficiaries. 

SOURCE: CMS.gov 

 

  


