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Weather in New York City
Comprehension Quiz

1. In the wintertime, how is the weather in New York?

a. breezy

b. a little chilly

c. frigid, very cold

2. How long does the cold weather linger?

a. a few months

b. from late October until April or May

c. only December, January and February

3. Does it ever rain cats and dogs in New York?

a. yes, all the time

b. once in a while

c. not very often

4. How do people feel in the springtime in New York?

a. uplifted

b. annoyed

c. hot and sweaty

5. Where is a good place to escape the heat in the summer?

a. the subway or a mall with air-conditioning

b. at the beach

c. at your job

6. According to Kristy, which month is the hottest?

a. August

b. July

c. June

7. The last time you were on cloud nine, how did you feel?

a. confused


b. ambivalent


c. enthusiastic

8. The word brilliant means:


a. intelligent 

b. intelligent or clever


c. intelligent, strong or wonderful

9. When do you wrap up a party?

a. when the guests first arrive


b. when you send out the invitations


c. when everyone feels like leaving
Answer Key for listening comprehension quiz:

1-c, 2- b, 3-c, 4-a, 5-a, 6-b, 7-c, 8-c, 9-c

Vocabulary and Idioms

1. Tend to (verb) - something that usually happens.  


Example- I tend to get tired around 11pm every night

2. To rain cats and dogs (idiom)- to rain very heavily


Does it rain cats and dogs in your city or town?

3. To be on cloud nine (idiom)- to be very happy


When are you on cloud nine? I am usually on cloud nine on Fridays at 5pm.
4. Distinct (adj.) - different, separate


In New York, we have four distinct seasons.
5. Sizzling (adj.) - very hot


The streets of Manhattan are sizzling in mid-July.
6. Sweltering (adj.) - similar to sizzling, intense heat and humidity, uncomfortable


During the sweltering days of summer we have to escape and go to the beach.

7. Platform (noun) - the area next to the train.


We stand on the platform to get on and off the train.

8. Drip off (phrasal verb)- to fall off 


My makeup was dripping off of me because it was very hot outside.
9. Personally (adverb)- As far as I am concerned, in my own opinion


Personally, I think New York’s change of seasons is exciting.
10. Brilliant (adj.) - sharp and clear, strong, smart (wonderful, great- more common in England)

The colors of the leaves in the fall are brilliant.
11. Wardrobe (noun)- the clothes that you wear at a certain time


My winter wardrobe is warmer and heavier than my summer wardrobe.
12. To come around (phrasal verb) to arrive, to happen at a certain time


The cold comes around in late October and lasts until late March.
13. Heat stroke (noun) - a sickness that happens when you spend too much time in an extremely hot place

Some elderly people get heat stroke in the summertime because they don’t have air-conditioning in their apartments.
14. To wrap it up (idiom) - to finish a speech, an event, a party


We wrapped up the meeting at around 5pm because everyone was tired.

For more information on our lesson packages, please contact us at info@englishandculture.com or visit http://www.englishandculture.com
