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Guillotines

Whilst guillotines and hydraulic
presses with interlocking guards
do not come under the regulations
that cover power presses, they

are considered to be dangerous
machines and guidance dictates
that they should be examined at
least once every six months when
fitted with interlocking or photo-
electric guards.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q. Do power presses and press brakes need an
examination? What are my responsibilities as a user?

These machines are used to work metal in a variety of
industries from small metal fabrication companies to major
car and engine manufacturers. Their capacity can range from
small ‘bench’ type presses at half a ton to presses which
impart 12,000 tons of pressure.

They are mechanically driven and in the case of a power
press, operate using a clutch and flywheel. A power press
clutch is a device designed to impart the movement of the
flywheel to any tool when required.

An important aspect of power presses and press brakes is the
guarding employed to protect the user. The type of guards
can vary from fixed, to movable, to electronic or photo-
electric devices and the type of guard determines how often
presses are examined.

Regulation 32 of PUWER requires power presses and press
brakes to be examined by a competent person and this
examination should be completed at intervals dependent on
the type of guards fitted to the press.As a general rule the
frequency is every 12 months for presses with fixed guards,
and at six monthly intervals for all others.
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Q. Do I have to dismantle the clutch on my power press
for every examination?

No. The competent person will require you to dismantle
parts of the press but the frequency for this work is
dependent upon many factors including the press duty,
the operating environment and the general condition of
the press. The engineer will not be able to complete the
thorough examination until the work has been done.

Q. Do I have to inspect the press myself?

Yes. You must designate an ‘appointed person’ to inspect
and test the guards and safety devices on each press every
day that they are in use (within the first four hours of each
working period) and after setting, resetting or adjustment of
the tools. The appointed person must be adequately trained
and competent to do the work on each type of press.
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Other work equipment

Definitions

Work equipment means any machine, appliance, apparatus,
tool or installation for use at work.

Inspection is that task which determines if the work
equipment can be operated, adjusted and maintained safely
and that any deterioration can be detected.

Relevant Legislation

The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations
1998 (PUWER) covers the use, maintenance and inspection
of all work equipment. PUWER Regulation 6 requires that
where the work equipment can deteriorate to a dangerous
level it must be inspected at suitable intervals. The intervals
will depend upon the risk and the rate of deterioration.

The extent of the inspection will also depend on the
potential risks and must be carried out by a person
competent for the task.

The definition of work equipment is very wide and covers
almost everything used during work activity. The inspection
required under PUWER Regulation 6 will also vary
considerably from a simple user check, which would verify
functionality, to a much more involved inspection by an
independent third party such as VIS.
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Examination Frequency

The type and frequency of inspections required is not
specified within the regulation but will depend on
installation and how quickly machinery or safety devices are
likely to deteriorate and give rise to a significant risk to the
operator or other workers.

In addition, appropriate Standards, or Government and
Trade Association Guidance Notes, will contain relevant
information, which may be used to determine the
required inspection frequency for a wide variety of process
machinery.
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Other Work Equipment

Dock Levellers

Dock levellers are designed to
accommodate a wide variety of
lorry tailboard heights and as such
are, in effect, adjustable loading
ramps. Hinged to and forming an
integral part of the loading bay
floor, the free end of the dock
leveller/ramp is adjusted to suit
the height of the incoming lorry
tailboard. This allows goods to be
loaded/unloaded with the use of
fork lift trucks or pallet trucks.

Conveyor Systems

Conveyor systems are mostly
powered by diesel engine or an
electricity supply. They are used in
many industry sectors and utilise a
continuous belt or roller arrangement
as a means to transfer goods from
one level to another. They can be
either inclined or horizontal. LOLER
would not generally apply except as
‘best practice’.
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Bulldozers/Loading Shovels

Bulldozers, tractors, graders and
scrapers are purpose-built machines
used primarily, but not exclusively, in
the construction industry. In the most
part, this generic group consists of
diesel engine tractor units mounted
on wheels or tracks. Each variation
normally carries a permanently fixed
attachment such as a dozer blade or
loading shovel etc.

Escalators

Escalators are not deemed to

be lifting equipment within the
law but are referred to in the
Workplace, Health, Safety & Welfare
Regulations. Health & Safety
Executive guidance recommends
thorough examination at intervals
not exceeding six months.
Escalators are potentially very
dangerous machines with many
trapping and tripping hazards.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q. How does PUWER 98 affect my business?

The Use of Work Equipment Directive (UWED) was
implemented in the UK in 1992 by the introduction of the
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations (PUWER).

This directive has been amended and the Amending Use
of Work Equipment Directive (AUWED) has been
implemented in the UK by two sets of regulations, namely
PUWER 98 and LOLER.

PUWER 98 revokes and replaces PUWER and applies to the
provision and use of all work equipment including mobile
and lifting equipment. PUWER 98 also revokes and replaces
legislation relating to Power Presses and Woodworking
Equipment. LOLER applies over and above the general
requirements of PUWER 98 to those specific activities, which
involve lifting equipment and operations.

Approved codes of practice and guidance notes are now
available for both regulations. They are both very detailed
documents and are available from HMSO Bookshops or from
the HSE website.
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PUWER 98 applies to employers, the self-employed

and people who have control of work equipment.

PUWER 98 should be considered alongside other health

and safety legislation, in particular the Health and Safety

at WorkAct 1974 and the general requirements of other
regulations to undertake risk assessments and put corrective
measures in place.

The term ‘inspection’ is used within PUWER 98 and should
not be confused with the examination undertaken by

an independent competent person like an VIS engineer.
‘Inspection’ within PUWER 98 for work equipment builds
upon the current but often informal practice of regular
in-house inspection of work equipment.

‘Inspection’ does not normally include checks covered by
maintenance activity. The purpose of an inspection is to
identify whether the equipment can be operated, adjusted
and maintained safely and that any deterioration, for
example wear and tear, can be detected and remedied
before an unacceptable risk occurs.



50 | Vulcan Inspection Services Engineering Inspection Guide

General Frequently Asked
Questions

Q. What is a competent person?

Different levels of competency are defined in HSE
regulations. These can cover training, operation of machinery
and daily inspection of working parts.

In terms of thorough examinations of machinery and plant
to find defects likely to cause damage, the competent person
is generally defined as:

A person who has the appropriate practical and theoretical
knowledge and actual experience of the plant he is
examining to enable him to detect defects or weaknesses
and to assess their importance in relation to the safety and
continued use of the plant.

In some regulations the academic qualifications of a competent
person are clearly defined. In other regulations it is stressed that
the competent person must be sufficiently independent and
impartial to allow objective decisions to be made.

This definition of competency for plant examinations has
been tested following numerous court cases. It is not sufficient
that you have used the item of plant for many years, or if you
are the person who regularly maintains the machine. You must
have the theoretical knowledge, as well and be sufficiently
independent, so that no conflict of interest exists.
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For example, if you are the person maintaining the machine
you may be unlikely to report any serious defect to the HSE.

Q. What constitutes a serious defect?

For pressure equipment, the term ‘serious defect’ is used

to describe a defect found at the time of examination that
presents an ‘imminent danger’ to persons working in the
vicinity. For lifting equipment the term ‘serious defect’ involves
‘an existing or imminent risk of serious personal injury’ to
persons using the machine or working in the close vicinity.

The competent person who undertakes the thorough
examination and identifies such defects will report them as
requiring attention either immediately, or within a specified
time period. When the regulations require it, he will forward
a copy of his examination report to the relevant enforcing
authority typically the local Health and Safety Executive.

Examples of serious or safety related defects include:

m Defective safety components such as safety valves or
overspeed governors

m  Worn or wasted structural components such as forks,
chassis or pressure envelopes

m Damaged lifting ropes or chains

m Incorrect or bridged fuses.
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Other ‘defects’ may also be identified during an examination,
which are not considered to present any danger to persons.
These other defects and observations will normally receive
attention at the next routine maintenance of the equipment
and because they are not felt to provide an imminent risk of
injury they are not reported to local enforcing authorities.

Q. The engineer sent a copy of the serious defect report
to HSE. Does he have to do this?

Yes. As the competent person he is duty bound under the
relevant regulation to send a copy report to the enforcing
authority within a specified time limit if, in his opinion, the
defect is likely to cause imminent danger to the person using
the machine or persons working in the vicinity.

However, this should never be a surprise to the customer as
the engineer will always explain the defect, its seriousness in
relation to the continued use of the plant, and he will leave
a hand written note at the time of his visit detailing the
problem(s).

When the HSE call on the customer it will reflect badly if
they have taken no action to remedy the situation. If they
have already repaired or have made arrangements to replace
the defective item, this is often sufficient to satisfy the HSE
inspector and no further action is normally taken.
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Q. What is an EC Declaration of Conformity?

An EC Declaration of Conformity is issued with new products
which legally need to comply with any relevant EC Product
Directive before the product can be supplied in the UK or
anywhere else in the European Community.

Fork lift trucks are manufactured in line with the Machinery
Directive and air receivers must comply with the Pressure
Equipment Directive. The Declaration of Conformity, along
with CE marking, is confirmation that the product meets the
essential requirements for safety.

The Declaration lasts for the lifespan of the machine unless
major alterations are made. It must be passed to any new
owner when the item is sold.

For lifting equipment the declaration allows new plant a
short period of exemption for thorough examination. This is
normally 12 months providing safety does not depend upon
installation conditions.

Q. I'have a brand new item of plant. Does this require
an inspection prior to being put into service?

If it is pressure plant, for example an air receiver or steam
boiler, the answer is yes. If it is lifting plant and safety does not
depend upon installation conditions - when the declaration

of conformity initial period has expired - an inspection is
normally required 12 months after being purchased.
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Q. Can thorough examinations be carried out by the
maintenance company?

Yes. However, plant owners must ensure that the competent
person who undertakes a thorough examination has
appropriate practical and theoretical knowledge.

He must also have experience of the equipment to be
thoroughly examined in order to detect defects and
weaknesses and to assess their importance in relation to
the safety and continued use of the equipment.

It is essential that the competent person is sufficiently
independent and impartial to allow objective decisions to
be made. This does not mean that competent persons must
be necessarily employed from an external company.

If employers and others within their own organisations
have the necessary competence they can use it.

However, they must ensure that their examiners have genuine
authority and independence to ensure that examinations are
properly carried out and that the necessary recommendations
arising from them are made without fear or favour.

It is generally accepted that enforcing authorities and
inspection bodies accredited to BS EN45004, are independent
and impartial.
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