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How to
Hustle SXSW

G U I D E  T O  S X S W

- RSVP to the
best parties.
-Launch and
hustle your
startup.
 Eat insanely
good BBQ!!
-

The Foundersuite guide to
getting the most out of
your visit to SXSW.

T O P  T I P S  
F O R  F I R S T
T I M E R S

10

PLUS
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A truly one of a kind event, SXSW is jam packed with
presentations and panels. Showcasing the top
technologies, industry leaders, and introducing new
concepts the startup community has to offer.

For any founder it's an exciting and valuable networking
opportunity. We have put together this guide for founders,
both first timers and returnees alike to make the most of your
visit. With a little forward planning, a little bit of luck and a lot of
fun, your Interactive Festival can be everything you hoped for
and more. Let the fun begin!

 Editors Note

Editor

Get prepped and ready
to go! Austin is a vibrant
and fun city, spilling over
with things to see and
do. Our guide covers all
aspects to get the most
out of your festival
experience. From pre
festival preparation,
what to pack, where to
get the best BBQ, and
the party lists you need
to RSVP to!

P I P  B R A N G A M

Excitement descends on the streets of Austin for the 23rd SXSW
conference on the 11th of March. With such a vast schedule, it
can be hard to get over the FOMO, and focus on your goals.
Here's how to make the most of your festival experience, whilst
still having fun!!
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10 TOP
TIPS FOR
FIRST TIMERS

1 G E T T I N G  A R O U N D

2 C H A R G E  I T  U P

3 S T A Y  H Y D R A T E D

4 A D V E R S E  W E A T H E R
The climate in Austin can be very
unpredictable. As previous years have
shown, torrential downpour is a possibility.
Be one step ahead with an umbrella or light
rain coat already in your bag.

5 S N A C K S

The sheer size of the event is overwhelming. Here are
some top tips and rookie mistakes to avoid, to feel as alert
a meerkat, instead of as grumpy as Grumpy Cat.

C A S U A L  C O O L

If you were smart enough to book a hotel
room months in advance, congrats! But for
the rest of you bootstrapping it with Air
BnB or hosteling, getting enough sleep can
be tricky and so many parties can be
tempting. Pace yourself as best you can
with the partying and try to get some zzz's
early on to avoid exhaustion by the end.

S L E E P  A N A L Y S I S

It might seem impossible to find time for
exercise. Though for many top CEO's and
leaders, exercise is a key part of their day,
regardless of travel. Take a morning jog
around the lake or drop in to a yoga class. 

T R A I N I N G  C L U B

Wander around staring at your smartphone
and you will miss chance encounters and
opportunites. Be present in the moment
and enjoy yourself!

6

7

8

9

10

C O N N E C T
As the days go on a mountain of business cards will
gather in your pockets. Take ten minutes a day to
connect with new contacts on LinkedIn, before you
forget who's who.

L O O K  U P

This seems obvious, but with all of the
rushing around it can be easy to forget to
drink water. Carrying a refillable bottle at
all times and sipping throughout the day
should put you in good stead for all of
the drinking you will inevitably be doing.

There is no way your phone will last the
entire day. Sitting by the wall waiting for it
to charge is no fun. Be one step ahead and
carry  a portable charging pack or case. 

Forget driving altogether. If you are staying
outside of Downtown, take a bus, taxi or Uber in.
There are shuttles between conference venues
or Austin B Cycle offer temporary bike rental.

Austin is a really laid back city, you don't
need to dress up. The weather however is
changeable so layers are handy. As for your
feet, you will be out and about all day so
comfortable shoes are a must. Be warned!

There is no shortage of places to
eat. However too many heavy meals or
endless BBQ can leave you feeling sluggish
and tired. Carry some healthy nuts or
fruit to keep you sharp and focused. Whole
Foods on 6th and Lamar is a good pick up
point.



HERE'S WHERE IT ALL HAPPENS! 

         

No badge no problem. There are a ton of free

events that you can rsvp to.  An easy place to

start is by searching  through 'SXSW' on

Eventbrite. RSVP  to everything that you can

find, to keep your options open. The likelihood

that you will be able to attend everything is

slim but the more options the better. One of

the most extensive lists we have found

is, Garysguide.com

6TH STREET PARTIES GALORE
 6th Street is a historic street

and entertainment district.The seven blocks

between Congress and IH35, bustling with

bars, restaurants, cafes, galleries and live music

venues.  It's the heart of the hustle and bustle

during the festival and a great place to hang

out, hold meetings and hover for making

connections.For a full guide check out;

6THSTREET.COM

3 GREAT COFFEE SPOTS,
FOR THE MORNING
AFTER THE NIGHT
BEFORE.

Jo's

A local favourite for it's
Stumptown coffee and
delicious pasties. Check out
the iconic 'I love you so
much' mural.
242 W 2nd Street

Houndstooth

Juan Pelota

Right in the heart of
Downtown this trendy spot
opens at 630 am. 
401 Congress Avenue

Coffee, pastry and breakfast
tacos, inside a bike shop.
400 Nueces St



WHAT  IS  YOUR  TOP
TIP  FOR  FIRST  TIME

ATTENDEES?

1
WHAT  IS  NEW  OR
DIFFERENT  AT

INTERACTIVE  THIS
YEAR?

WHAT  IS  YOUR
FAVORITE  PART  OF

THE  FESTIVAL

2 3

One of my favorite elements of
SXSW Interactive are the Dewey
Winburne Community Service
Awards. Scheduled on the evening
of Sunday, March 13, this ceremony
honors 10 digital do-gooders from
around the world. The 10 honorees
each have a few minutes on stage
to tell the story of how they use
technology to level the playing field
between the haves and the have
nots. So the ceremony is a really
powerful reminder that tech can /
should serve a higher purpose. Best
of all, the Dewey Winburne
Community Service Awards are
free.

Internet sensation Grumpy Cat voted the star
of the show at SXSW 2013.

INTERACTIVE  FESTIVAL  
FACTS

THE  SXSW  INTERACTIVE  FESTIVAL  IS  FIVE  DAYS  OF  PANEL  SESSIONS  LED  BY
TECHNOLOGY  INDUSTRY  LEADERS .  HUGH  FORREST ,  THE  INTERACTIVE  FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR ,  GIVES  HIS  TIPS  AND  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  THIS  YEAR

INSIGHT

1997  NAME  CHANGE

2011 ,  WEARABLE  REVOLUTION

2013 ,  GRUMPY  CAT

 We have quite a few new things
for SXSW Interactive 2016. One of
the most exciting new elements
of the event is the new VR/AR
Track. This programming is
schedule March 16-18. Even
though it falls outside the March
11-15 timeframe, if you have an
Interactive badge you will be able
to attend this programming. This
push of the VR/AR Track to later
during SXSWeek foreshadows
what we will be doing more of in
the future — pushing more tech-
related content to later in the
week.

The SXSW Multimedia was changed to SXSW
Interactive

Here are a few fun and useful facts about the
Interactive Festival.

Launch of Nike and Fuelband highlights
impending wearable revolution. 

My top tip for first time SXSW
attendees is pretty similar to my
top tip for experienced SXSW
attendees: have a plan! In other
words, the best strategy is to
budget a few hours before the
event to really think about what
your goals are for SXSW. What
kind of sessions should you
attend to accomplish those
goals? What kinds of  people
should you meet? It is much
easier to navigate SXSW if you
have a plan- and it's entirely fair
to abandon if better
opportunities present
themselves onsite. 

2009  FIRST  ACCELERATOR

2014 ,  INTERACTIVE  20TH  BIRTHDAY

Introduction of the accelerator which has since
raised over $490 million for over 70 startups. Joshua Baer, from Capital Factory,

gives his top tips for preparing  for
SXSW:

ABC'S of SXSW- Always be Charging.

Go for the small dinners, not the big
parties.

Let serendipity rule!



REVEL IN YOUR
NEWNESS
Use the novelty of being the
next  'new thing'. The period
between your private beta and
public launch is a special time,
when Interest levels and
curiosity about your startup run
unusually high. You basically
have a brief window where you
can leverage the lure of the
"sneak peak" to generate buzz,
get feedback and make friends.
Use it to your advantage!

Almost all of the event
organisers are cool people,
genuinely motivated to see
startups succeed. But they are
also building their brands, and
or trying to turn a profit on
their productions. They are
looking for interesting
companies that people will talk
about. Be that interesting
company. Make it memorable
for their audience. 

How to Launch
at SXSW 

What do you want people to do
after they've listened to your demo?
Do you want them to register on
your site? Introduce you to users?
Give you feedback? The call to action
may differ depending on who's
listening. Bottom line: if you don't
have an "ask" connected to your
demo, then your'e just expelling
warm air and sound. 

SXSW can leave you in a cold sweat, before you reach the
start line. Here are some top tips to rock your startup
pitch and demo booth.

CALL TO ACTION

Always have at least two people
giving demos, crowds come in
waves and a solo founder won't be
able to efficiently process the
queue. But never have more than
three booth staffers. That just
makes for a crowded booth and will
scare people off.

DID YOU KNOW?

PLAY THE GAME

SHORT AND SWEET
Get your product demo to less
than 3 minutes.  With a shorter
demo, not only will you be able
to talk to more people over the
course of the show, but you'll
have better attention and
retention of what your'e
offering. 

TEAM EFFORT

BE POLITE TO
COMPETITORS

An annoying element of the demo
table is when competitors come
sniffing around. A  turned around
name badge is a key identifier. Most
attractive markets are plenty big
enough for multiple firms, but one
way of leading this off is by asking
them where they work before
launching into your demo. If it's
clearly a competitor ( or investor in a
competitor), give the abridged demo
version without the secret sauce!

HAVE FUN WITH IT!

You're living the dream,
pitching and hustling your
startup baby!

WIIFT?

For on-stage demos, build your pitch
story line using the "what's in it for
them" framework. In other words,
don't show what your product does;
rather, explain how it benefits your
users. If you can't use the WIIFT
approach, at least explain why
you've built what you built. People
love origin stories and mission-
driven companies.



        ustin is a vibrant
entrepreneurship city with
an atmosphere of
helpfulness and a ton of
networking events. With a
lower cost of living, thriving
nightlife and culturally rich,
talent is flocking here as an
alternative to Silicon Valley. 

Here are some stats and info
on the scene, to swot up on
before you get there. It
always helps to know who's
who. You never know who
will be waiting in front of you
in the coffee line for an
impromptu meeting.

A VENTURE ACTIVITY 2014-
2015
VC funding- $2,681.4M
Deals- 266
Exits- 73

TOP ANGELS
Joshua Baer
David Cohen
Kenny Van Zant
Michael Dell
Bradley C. Harrison

TOP VCS
Austin Ventures
Texas Emerging Tech Fund
Sevin Rosen Funds
Silverton Partners
Advantage Capital

TOP ACCELERATORS
Capital Factory
DreamIt Ventures
SKU
Austin Technology Incubator
TechRanch

HACKER SPACE
A 8000 square foot space
dedicated to any kind of
builder, Hacker space
defines itself as a place for
artists, computer scientists,
engineers, and more who
share a "hacker mind
set".Hacker space hosts an
open house every Tuesday
from 8-11pm

AUSTIN 
TECH
ECOSYSTEM



RAISING
MONEY
AT
SXSW

By Nathan Beckord

SXSW IS A GREAT PLACE TO RAISE YOUR SEED OR SERIES A
ROUND. WHY, YOU MIGHT ASK?

BECAUSE EVERY VC AND EVERY ANGEL…FROM BOTH COASTS AS
WELL AS FROM REGIONAL MARKETS LIKE VANCOUVER AND
BOULDER AND BOCA RATON…ARE ALL THERE.

AND THEY’RE USUALLY HALF DRUNK. 

HERE ARE 7 TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING YOUR CHANCES OF RETURNING
FROM SXSW WITH AN INVESTOR CHECK



1 USE AN EVENT GUEST LIST AS
CURRENCY

Prior to SXSW, we were pitching
New York venture firm ffVC.com,
and they graciously invited us to
tag along for their “ff Massive”
event. For our $1k sponsorship
fee, we got 10 VIP invites to
distribute, as well as an unlimited
number of guest registrations. I
invited about 20 investors to
come, and around half of them
showed up.  To our guests, it made
us look like we were “in the in-
crowd” and to ffVC, it showed we
could hustle (ffVC ended up
investing about a month later). 

2 HAVE AN INVESTOR
THREEWAY (MEETING)

If there’s one thing VCs love, it’s
meeting other VCs. On-the-fly
scheduling is tough, but I was able
to coordinate a few casual happy
hours between folks we were
pitching. For example, on the
Monday after ffVC’s event, I
scheduled a beer with John
Frankel and Sylvain Carle of Real
Ventures, both of whom were
interested in coming in on our
round. Seeing interest from other
investors can help tip your deal.
(Note: make sure all invited
parties are at least “halfway”
toward a yes; otherwise you run
the risk of one investor talking the
other out of it :)

3 FIND THE BEST VC PARTIES

Andreessen Horowitz, Bessemer,
Kleiner Perkins and Mohr
Davidow Ventures all put on big
parties at SXSW. Even Goldman
Sachs is getting in on the action
now. These parties are usually
invite-only and not on any
published lists, so you’ll need ask
around and keep your ears open.
Another approach is to simply
fake it— if you dress up a bit and
adopt the “look” of a VC associate
(dark jeans, loafers, button down
shirt) you can probably walk right
in.

5 LEVERAGE MATCHMAKERS &
CONNECTORS

Various service providers put on
events, many of them quite useful
for founders on the funding hunt.
For example, Silicon Valley Bank
took over a bar called Parkside
Tavern for a few days, and had
“VC office hours” on the upper
floor, which anyone could sign up
for. I had a very nice session with
Hamett Watt and Kara Nortman
of Upfront Ventures. They didn’t
invest, but a personal connection
was made for the future.

6 EXPLORE THE LOCAL
INCUBATORS

Rather randomly, I wandered into
TechStars’ offices on South
Congress Avenue; I saw the logo
on the door noticed startup-
looking-types going in and out, so
I let myself in. They were doing a
variety of workshops and classes,
and it seemed to be open to just
about anyone (such is the general
vibe at SXSW…except for the VC
parties, most people WANT
startup folks to attend). I also
signed up for a tour of Capital
Factory, and made some
connections that might payoff this
time around.
     

4  PLAN FOR SERENDIPITY

Most days, I didn’t have a hard
plan or agenda; instead I
wandered around to various
parties and events, and mingled
until I got bored or tired.
However, because of the sheer
density of founders and investors
at SXSW, this “non-plan” was
actually a pretty good strategy,
and I ran into more than one angel
who recognized me by my
Foundersuite t-shirt. in addition
to wearing your brand, have your
elevator pitch, business cards, and
ideally, an iPad with your demo
and / or deck ready to go. Carpe
diem! 

     

7 WORK THE NIGHTS

Some of the best opportunities to
connect with investors are when
the day is done and the drinks
start to flow. Build a target list of
investors in advance, so you have
a visual record of who you want to
fund you, and you can spot them
on site. Work the numerous after
hours parties, the more
specialized the better; in short,
have fun, kick ass and take names!

PARTY LIST 
A selection of parties during
 Interactive Festival from the
ultimate list, Garysguide.com

10th March
- Pre SXW 2016 Startup Crawl,
CapitalFactory,701 Brazos St

11th March
SXSW Interactive Official
opening party, Mellow Johnny's,
400 Nueces St

12th March
Crowdtap, Annual People-
Powered Party,Vulcan Gas
Company, 416 E 6th St 

13th March
FF Massive Evening Party,
Empire Control Room & Garage,
606 E 7th Street

14th March
Sony SXSW Party, 102Trinity
Street

15th March
SXSW Interactive Official
Closing Party, Stubbs, 801 Red
River Street

This is just a small section
of numerous events throughout
the day. RSVP to as many as you
can to leave your options open
and go with the flow. 

  



!!WARNING!! SHAMELESS PLUG!!

If you follow the tips above, you will soon be talking to dozens of investors.
Manage your fundraise using Foundersuite’s all-new Investor CRM 2.0.

WITH INVESTOR CRM YOU CAN;

+Search for investors based on industry keywords (powered by AngelList)

+Research them by clicking on their Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn etc icons to
determine if they’re a good fit

+With one click, add them to your Kanban board (a dashboard similar to Trello)
where you can manage your fundraise solo or with your team.

Boom! Instant productivity! :) Learn more at www.foundersuite.com

  

 All new Investor CRM dashboard



3 MUST SEE
ATTRACTIONS IN
AND AROUND
DOWNTOWN

INSANELY GOOD BBQ

Allen's Boots

Take care of them, and a
good pair of cowboy
boots will last you a
lifetime. The selection
doesn't get much better
than at Allen's boots. 
1522 S Congress Av

SOCO

South of Congress Avenue ,
across the bridge from
downtwon, is home to a
multitude of boutiques,
vintage stores and
restaurants.

Austin is coming down with BBQ, giant, deliciously juicy platters
of ribs, brisket and sausages. Conquer in numbers, more people
equals more meat to share. Here are some of the top spots. 

Franklin Barbecque
900 E11th Street
Franklin's has come up trumps in numerous guides as the go to
spot. But even a platinum badge won't get you to the head of
this line with often two, to epic five hour waits. If you are patient
enough kudos to you but here are some other options;

Lambert's Downtown Barbecue
401 W 2nd St
With a more upscale vibe and more seating, Lambert's is a nice
spot for a team lunch . They also have an upstairs bar with live
music in the evenings.

Salt Lick
18300 Farm to Market Rd, Driftwood
A fair drive outside of Austin but a well worth the visit to what
many people hail as the top BBQ in the area.

Stiles Switch BBQ & Brew
6610 N Lamar Blvd
A local favorite for convenience and comfort with an excellent
selection of curated beers.

University of
Texas

Wander around the historic
campus checking out he Texas
Tower, Behemoth Football
Stadium, and free Harry
Ransom Center.

IF YOU GET SOME DOWN TIME, HERE ARE SOME THINGS TO SEE
AND DO, IN AND AROUND AUSTIN.



SOFTWARE
& TEMPLATES
FOR ENTREPRENEURS

12,000
COMPANIES,
IN OVER

100
COUNTRIES

OVER


