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Low-income Dana-Farber patients
and their family caregivers are eligible for
free legal assistance through a program
launched this year by the Institute’s Office
of General Counsel in conjunction with
the Medical-Legal Partnership/Boston
(MLP[Boston) and several Boston-area
law firms.

Dana-Farber’s Pro Bono Legal
Services program is available to patients
with household incomes at or below
200 percent of the federal poverty level
(844,700 for a family of four) who re-

ceive care at the Dana-Farber/Brigham
and Women’s Cancer Center, Dana-Farber/
Children’s Hospital Cancer Care, or any
of Dana-Farber's four satellite clinics.

To be eligible, patients also must
be Massachusetts residents; for patients
who reside elsewhere in New England,
clinicians may page MLP|Boston for
referral information for those states. The
program covers legal services ranging
from housing, income support (includ-
ing health insurance), and immigration
to education and certain estate planning/

family matters.

Under the program, Dana-Farber
clinicians can refer low-income patients
needing legal help to MLP[Boston.
MLP then contacts the four participat-
ing law firms — Goulston & Storrs,
MecDermott Will & Emery, Mintz
Levin, and Ropes & Gray — to deter-
mine if any of them have the capacity
and expertise to provide free counsel to
the patient or family member. Since the
program began in January, 21 patients
have been referred to the program,
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according to Rebecca Diamond, a Mintz Levin public interest attorney fellow at
MLP|Boston who manages the program at Dana-Farber.

“The hallmark of care at Dana-Farber is to consider the needs of the whole
person, and sometimes the whole family,” says General Counsel Richard Bos-
key. “The new program builds on that principle. Many of our patients have legal
issues that affect their health. The collaboration with MLP and area law firms
gives low-income patients a vehicle for handling those issues.” Dana-Farber is
one of the first cancer care centers in the US. to pilot an MLP project for its low-
income patient population.

Social worker Mary Lou Hackett, LICSW, of Care Coordination praises the
speed and flexibility of lawyers par-
ticipating in the pro bono program.

In carly May, she contacted Diamond
about legal services for a leukemia
patient — a single mother with a young
daughter — who was about to undergo a
stem cell transplant. “The patient was
very concerned about how her daugh-
ter would be cared for in the event the
treatment wasn’t successful,” Hackett
comments. “Within half an hour of
my call to Rebecea, an associate from
Ropes & Gray called me back”

Over the next several days, Ropes
& Gray associates worked closely with
the patient and her mother to arrange a
Rebecca Diamond manages Dana-Farber's Pro temporary guardianship for the girl while
Bono Legal Services progran. treatment was underway and a permanent

‘guardianship, if necessary, later on — even
driving to the family’s home near Cape Cod to file legal papers at the local courthouse.
“My patient was touched to know all they had done for her;” Hacket says. “It took an
enormous emotional burden off her shoulders to know this had been handled.”

To request a consult on a patient or family’s behalf, page MLP|Boston at
617-638-5795, extension 6664.





