
 



Introduction 

 

As an active member of the Frederick County, Maryland, community, well beyond the local real estate market 
for over 40 years, I enjoy sharing my interactions and views. 

Since starting the MacRo Report Blog in April of 2010, on matters and issues that influence the land and 
commercial real estate market in and around the Frederick County area, our audience has grown 
considerably since then. 

This booklet includes a series of articles that have been posted since February of this year relating to the 
candidates running in the primary for the office of Mayor of the City of Frederick which takes place on 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013. 

 
Rocky Mackintosh 
President  
MacRo, Ltd. 
August 28, 2013 
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Mayor, Mayor on the Wall, Who’s the Strongest of Them All? 

Frederick City’s next mayor needs to bring fiscal order and a commitment to economic development. 

 It appears that the dust has 
settled enough from the 2012 
U.S.presidential election.  Maybe 
not for all; so let's just say that 
while most are somewhere 
between fed up and infuriated 
with all the inside-the-beltway 
banter, it is time for many to 
place focus elsewhere. 

For nearly 30% of the residents 
of Frederick County, it is time to 
start paying attention to the 
next political drama that is 
slowly unfolding as I "put pen to 
paper" for this blog 
post...actually to be more 
precise, I should say "tap fingers 
to iPad." 

Yes, in less time than it takes for a man and woman to conceive a child and bring it into the world, Frederick 
City voters will have gone to the polls for the 61st time to cast their ballot for a new Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen. 

The Mayoral race is especially shaping up to be what one current city "alder-person" predicts will be a "blood 
bath." 

Let us consider the announced candidates and those who may well yet throw their hats—and "hand 
grenades"—into the ring. 

On the republican side, there is current Mayor Randy McClement, who might face immediate past Mayor Jeff 
Holtzinger, who has told me that he may very well run again ... another possibility is that alderman Shelley 
Aloi (R) could jump into the race? 

On the democratic side, the match-up to watch will be that of current Alderman Karen Young (wife of State 
Senator and former Mayor Ron Young) versus long-time Maryland House of Delegates member Galen Clagett, 
who is also a former Frederick County commissioner, as well as a local real estate mogul of sorts. 

Among the yet-to-be-announced, there are strong indications that former Mayor Jennifer Dougherty may 
jump in for another run as a third-party candidate. 

One of the great things about living is a community the size of Frederick County is that if one lives here long 
enough, he or she can get to know all the candidates very well.  In my case, I happen to know all well and 
consider each one a friend.  And since I live outside the boundaries of the city, I will not have to face that 
difficult behind-the-curtain decision on Election Day. 

Be that as it may, as a 40-year member of this community, and someone who is active in the land and 
commercial real estate business, I do have a few thoughts on the platforms of whoever seeks the throne at 
City Hall. 
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There are three primary issues that I will be looking for on the platforms of the Frederick City mayoral 
candidates: 

x serious commitment to—and a plan for—bringing the City of Frederick’s fiscal house to order; 
x a no-holds barred commitment to economic development; and 
x strong leadership qualities along with the courage and willingness to stop “kicking the can” down the 

road. 

Wednesday, February 27th, 2013 
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Promise from Frederick’s Next Mayor: No More Can Kicking 

MacRo shares a campaign platform wish list from a commercial real estate perspective. 

In “Mayor, Mayor, on the Wall, 
Who’s  the  Strongest  of  Them 
All?” I gave an overview of the 
candidates for the 2013 City of 
Frederick mayoral election. 
 This is the second part of that 
post. 

In follow up, here are the goals I 
believe the next mayor of 
Frederick should pursue: 

1.  Bring the City of 
Frederick’s  fiscal  house  to 
order. 

Post-employment benefit and 
pension obligations: This line 
item is a tremendous burden on 
the budgets of municipalities 
across the country. While the current administration has made adjustments during the past year—by 
 increasing participant contributions, changing the calculations for retirement age and salary basis, increasing 
the  age  of  early  retirement,  and  dropping  a  several  hundred  thousand  into  the  city’s  OPEB  and  pension 
funds—it seems to me that there is a lot more work to do to tame this albatross.  This is one can that can not 
be kicked any more. 

Tax equity between the city and the county: A reasonable effort was made between these two jurisdictions 
over the issue of the double taxation of city residents and businesses for services provided by the county for 
the benefit of the city.  While a tax-differential calculation is a good concept, is a $0.04 reduction in property 
taxes enough to resolve this issue? 

Merge city and county services where appropriate: For several years I wondered if there was a cost 
efficiency to local government if the city were to annex all of Frederick County in under its umbrella, a 
strategy adopted by many cities throughout the country—Jacksonville, Florida and Indianapolis, Indiana to 
name two.  But after further review, I realized that creating bigger bureaucracy does not necessarily make 
for a more efficient government.  That said, the idea of merging the departments of the city and county water 
and sewer services, among others, could make sense. 

2.  Serious pursuit of economic development. 

We all know about the plans to complete the next phase of the Carroll Creek Linear Park, and hats off to the 
current administration for finding the funding to do so, but that alone is a mere fresh coat of paint to what 
else could be done. 

Adjust expectations on hotel/conference center: The city has placed a great focus and expense on laying out 
guidelines to attract a hotel/conference center for downtown.  And while studies that have been produced 
show how a 200 plus room hotel and 15,000 square foot conference center  will bring tremendous economic 
benefit to downtown, from the commercial real estate developer perspective none of the studies prove 
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something of that size to be a worthy investment risk.  Lowering the sites on what is feasible now will make 
sense. 

Complete airport runway expansion: According to my calculations, nearly $20 million has been invested in 
tower construction and property acquisition around the airport … not including the costs associated with the 
extension of Monocacy Boulevard.  That’s more  than  a  big  investment.  But still nothing has been done to 
complete acquisition of the easements required to lengthen the runways.  Imagine the economic benefit and 
revenue boost the city will gain from expanding Maryland’s second busiest airport!  This may be a challenge 
given that the FAA is facing cuts from sequestration, but still worth pursuing. 

Resolve unrealistic land use plans: Back in 2005 (I like to refer to the years around that time as the “Fantasy 
Years”),  the  City  adopted a masterful novel called the Land Management Code.  Upon reflection and 
subsequent application (or lack thereof), it has become clear that many parts of that volume established 
unrealistic expectations that do not work for the new world order.  Consider the residential density formula 
for vacant downtown parcels … from a multifamily development perspective an increase could be warranted 
for certain core areas of downtown, which could provide the additional benefit of bringing more workforce 
housing to Frederick. 

Better use of parking meters and decks, and onsite parking requirements: I could and should devote an 
entire blog post on this issue.  Meager efforts have been made in addressing how to generate enough revenue 
from meters to be able to finance the parking structure planned behind the headquarters of Frederick County 
Public Schools.  Imagine the incredible boost in property tax revenues the City of Frederick could realize from 
expanding development along the Carroll Creek … and the secret lies in two things: density and parking. 

Resolve the sewer and water tap fees issue: Water and sewer tap fees are a significant hurdle to new 
service-sector businesses trying to locate downtown. Every commercial real estate agent in Frederick knows 
this is a common roadblock that stops prospective tenants and buyers cold. Even restaurateurs with the 
clout of Bryan Voltaggio struggle to overcome the expenses involved in opening new locations downtown. 

3.  Fearless leadership and decision making:  

For far too long, the proverbial can has been kicked down the road from City Hall.  Much has been said about 
what has been accomplished; our next leader must be willing to truly address issues head on as the very 
fragile recovery continues. 

At this point, I will give Mayor Randy the benefit of the doubt as a first-term elected official, but I do think that 
he could have taken a stronger position on several of the issues listed above.  I believe that of this year’s crop 
of declared and would-be candidates, all have the ability to lead.  But as the campaign gets more heated and 
the blood bath begins, let’s hope the strongest and best leader will emerge! 

Tuesday, March 12th, 2013 



Reprinted with permission from MacRo Report Blog 
www.macroltd.com 

 
Page 7 

Don Corleone for Mayor of Frederick? 

Observing what the 2013 Frederick mayoral candidates bring to the table 

As most readers of the MacRo 
Report Blog know, I have not 
been a fan of Maryland 
Governor Martin O’Malley. 

From PlanMaryland to his 
administration’s  unfriendly 
policies toward business (and 
just about everything in 
between), the man who 
obviously has his sights on 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. continues to 
contrive new methods of 
extracting our hard earned 
money  to  feed  the  state’s 
addiction to increasing the 
power and scope of 
government. 

That stated, this post is not 
about Martin … however it is about one of his advocates in the Maryland House of Delegates — Galen Clagett, 
who has recently declared his candidacy for the position of the Mayor of the City of Frederick. 

Since his 2002 campaign victory to represent District 3A (which includes much of the City of Frederick), 
Clagett has gained a strong reputation of the man who can deliver funds, grants and programs that bring 
home benefits county-wide. 

His political skills have earned him key leadership positions on the House Appropriations Committee, the 
Capital Budget Subcommittee, Oversight Committee on Personnel, and the Joint Audit Committee, among 
others. 

According to his mayoral campaign website, in less than 10 years Clagett has been instrumental in 
delivering nearly $1.7 billion of funding and support to Frederick County for such things as Direct State Aid, 
health and social services, public school construction, and any number of capital projects for local public and 
nonprofit organizations.  Impressive … and very true! 

One could say his accomplishments have been so impressive that he has gained the title of Frederick County’s 
political Godfather in Annapolis. 

His reputation as the man who makes proposals that “can’t be refused” began in 1978, when Clagett won a 
seat on the Frederick County Board of County Commissioners. There he would serve two terms and 
eventually become president of that body, as well as gain strong experience in attracting new businesses to 
our county and thereby playing a key role in growing the job base. 

In  the  early 1980′s Galen entered  the world of  commercial  real estate,  and would eventually establish and 
grow Clagett Enterprises, Inc. into a well recognized brokerage, development and property management 
firm in Frederick County and its surrounds. 
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So  here’s  a  question  for  city  voters  this  year:  is Clagett the best choice among the growing list of 
candidates for Mayor? 

With a little more than 5 months before the September 2013 primary, should one consider more than 
Galen’s power of bringing home the bacon from his trips to the state capital? 

Clagett’s  voting  record  has  run  very  close  to  the  O’Malley  party  line.  Over the years in our conversations 
regarding controversial legislative issues, he would often claim that while he did not agree with the position 
of his majority party, since he knew the bill ”was going to pass anyhow,” he cast his ballot with his democratic 
colleagues,  so  as  to  not  fall  out  of  favor  with  the  O’Malley  administration  …  and  to “get  something  for 
Frederick.” 

Consider his recent vote favoring legislation to increase Maryland’s  gasoline  tax to replenish the state 
transportation fund. 

Being a master political strategist, Clagett has shown that while standing up for principle is one thing, 
maintaining power broker status with key State House alliances is another. 

Several years ago, I traveled with Galen and a small band of concerned citizens to Annapolis to meet with the 
Secretary of Transportation.  The mission was to discuss the concept of crafting a public/private partnership 
(PPP) to widen Interstate 270 into three and four lanes north of Germantown all the way to its intersection 
with I-70 in Frederick.  While none of us had a dog in the race, we were there as local business leaders to 
support Galen’s idea. 

That idea spawned some interest, but as things often happen in bureaucracies, it went dormant.  That said—
and to his credit—Clagett has continued to be a promoter of the PPP concept, which has proven to be a 
method of expanding public services and programs … while at the same time saving tax payer dollars. 

Speaking of saving tax payer dollars, this raises another question. 

Consider the following: 

The City of Frederick is in the throws of facing some serious fiscal challenges — particularly in addressing its 
post-employment benefit and pension obligations, among many other issues. 

We all know that the culture in Annapolis is to solve all fiscal dilemmas via raising taxes and/or robbing 
restricted fund accounts.  Case in point: the now familiar state transportation fund that was consistently 
drained to balance the State Budget and the proverbial Annapolis addiction spending. 

The concept of actually cutting spending to the vast majority of our state elected officials is as foreign to our 
governor and his allies as a Sicilian is to Nome, Alaska. 

So what about that question, you ask? 

One may wonder: does Clagett have the capability to break from his decade of being part of the “spend, 
then tax” culture in the State House to one of “cut and consolidate” in City Hall? 

From an economic development perspective, while the City has gained its share of new businesses, many 
avoid moving within the Frederick city limits due to the simple fact that the total real estate tax bill is nearly 
twice that of a similar property  located  in  the  county …  so for this reason alone, the city can not bear an 
increase in the property tax rate. 

If anything, the city property tax rate should be lowered. 
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Candidate Clagett brings a very interesting skill set to Frederick’s 2013 Mayoral race:  the political power of a 
godfather, who also has valuable private sector experience, but also one who has earned a voting record of 
increasing taxes and spending to expand government.   On top of that, he also has the wisdom of knowing the 
value of public-private partnerships and appreciating the necessity of having a healthy economic 
development program. 

Some  may  say  that  these  conflicting  approaches  to  governing  don’t  bode  well  for  the  average  candidate 
seeking higher office.  But Galen is no ordinary politician. 

As of this writing Mr. Clagett has a very thorough and impressive mayoral campaign website posted for the 
public to view.  The only tab, however, that lacks anything other than “… check back regularly …” is the one 
labeled Issues.* 

Could it be that there will be no issues of concern … if the Godfather succeeds in gaining the power seat in City 
Hall? 

After all wasn’t it Don Corleone who told Johnny Fontane: “… Now, you just go outside and enjoy yourself, 
and, uh, forget about all this nonsense. I want you, I want you to leave it all to me.” 

Wednesday, March 27th, 2013 

[*Editor's note:  Within 30 days of the original posting of this article on the MacRo Report Blog, 
candidate Clagett updated the "Issues" page of his website with a very thorough outline of his positions 
on a number of issues.]
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The Relentless Mayoral Candidate is Back! 

Born of Irish princes, she seeks to rule once more! 

It seems that the Doherty Clann 
of County Donegal in 
northwestern Ireland has 
always been a proud and 
rebellious bunch.  Derived from 
the Gaelic  O’Dochartaigh, the 
name has evolved over the 
centuries into many variations 
including: Dougherty, 
Daugherty, Docherty, and 
Doharty. 

The  name  literally  means  “Our 
Heritage.” 

Tradition has it that back in the 
4th century a Doherty ancestor 
known  as  “Niall”  was  the 
Legendary High King of Ireland. 

During his reign,  it is said that Niall was responsible for raiding Britain on the coast of Wales … and during 
one episode he kidnapped the one and only Saint Patrick and held him captive in Ireland. 

Niall set a family tradition of fighting relentlessly in the name of honor to uphold his cause.  The powerful clan 
continued into the early 17th century with his 21 year old descendant Sir Cahir, who served as the Alderman 
of Derry City.  The young lord became embroiled in conspiracies and sought revenge over confiscations of 
clan real estate. 

O’Doherty’s Rebellion ended after he was slapped by the governor. Sir Cahir then killed his superior and went 
on to ransack and burn his hometown to the ground. 

As in the case of Niall, his numerous enemies eventually retaliated causing a fateful demise of the once 
powerful Doherty Clansman. 

Fast forward now to the 21st century in the City of Frederick, Maryland, where resides another descendant of  
the Legendary High King.  There you will find the proprietor of an Irish Pub known as Magoo’s.  Her name is 
Jennifer Dougherty, who proudly hails her heritage of the old country. 

She too, once held high authority … not as an Alderman, but as the city’s Mayor from 2002 to 2006.  During 
her term, as the first female to hold Frederick’s highest post, Ms. Dougherty, like her ancestors, fought hard to 
get her way … but along that path, she made some enemies. 

Before she declared victory in November of 2001, it was 8 years earlier that Dougherty made her first stab at 
the coveted seat.  Her hopes were dashed to take on the Republican candidate Jim Grimes, when she lost to 
Gary Hughes in the September primary. 

Her attempt at reelection in 2005 was dashed in the primaries.  It was just four years later that the relentless 
Dougherty once again met defeat in the primaries after she carried the family crest into battle in an another 
attempt to regain her rightful place in City Hall. 
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She met defeat again in a 2008 Congressional challenge against Republican Roscoe Bartlett.  Undeterred,  just 
months later she again raised her staff and entered the mayoral challenge a fourth time. Suffering another 
primary defeat, it appeared that she may have settled into a career of real estate agent and a pub owner. 

But it was nothing more than a respite, as the Frederick entrepreneur has now risen again in 2013 as an 
unaffiliated candidate. 

Knowing that the Democratic primary this time around will likely be a war of its own among the likes of two 
well-heeled politicos Galen Clagett and Karen Young, Dougherty tenaciously hit the streets of the city 
knocking on more than 11,000 doors to garner over 1,400 signatures on a petition to earn the unprecedented 
right to skip the September primaries and prepare for the real battle against two competitors in November. 

During her term in the power seat, she accomplished several meaningful goals.  Of her lasting legacies, 
Dougherty boasts of: 

1. Strengthening the city police force with the hiring of Kim Dine (who now serves as chief of the Capital 
Hill Police). 

2. Establishing a Golden Mile Tax Credit to encourage property owners to make improvements to aging 
infrastructure along West Patrick Street extended. 

3. Kick-starting the final phase of Carroll Creek Linear Park by selling off several city-owned sites in 
that area to private developers. 

4. Gaining approval for a Hope VI grant from the Federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to redevelop the decrepit public housing projects located at 7th and Bentz 
Streets. 

5. Creating the Neighborhood Advisory Councils as a means of establishing a greater communication 
link between city government and individual communities.  For this she refers to herself as the “Mom 
of the NAC’s.” 

6. Removing of the Jefferson Street night club, known as X-Hale, which plagued the surrounding 
neighborhood with late night noise and wayward drunkards who often found unwelcome refuge in 
nearby backyards. 

7. Championing an agreement with the likes of then Board of County Commissioner President “Lennie” 
Thompson and Lake Linganore to provide the city with an additional 4 million gallons of water a day 
once the Potomac River Water Line was completed. 

As the months passed after her January 12, 2002 inauguration, many of the mayor’s early supporters found 
reason to abandon their allegiance to her army.  One writer in particular was long time Washington Post and 
later Frederick opiner: Roy Meachum. 

Meachum, himself, has never been one to avoid an attempt to slash and burn those he finds disagreement 
with.  He and others grew furious with the mayor over a number of firings and dismissals of public 
employees.  Lawsuits piled up from these issues and other challenges around Ms. Dougherty’s interpretation 
of the city’s charter. 

These battles, among others, were more often than not sparked by clashes with the three Republican 
aldermen: Bill Hall, Joe Baldi and David Lenhart. 

Displaying her liberal leanings, Dougherty was unsuccessful in encouraging city worker’s to unionize, and she 
also fought against the changes in the application of the city’s Homestead Tax Credit. 

While she gained a reputation of encouraging economic development through the private sector, many 
claimed that the controversial moratorium she imposed when the Frederick was fraught with a water 
shortage, was used to shut down growth. 
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She campaigned for an new era of open government, but her critics claimed many of her decisions were made 
behind closed doors and often usurped the authority of the board of aldermen. 

Dougherty established a regular Tuesday morning press conference that was also called her time to issue her 
propaganda … but when her predecessor  took office and disbanded the practice, he was lambasted for not 
being open with the press. 

As she stepped back in for battle in 2009, Dougherty told the Frederick News Post in March of that year that 
she had learned from the “personality conflicts” that marked her mayoral term.  And today as she heads into 
the mayoral battle for her fifth time, she acknowledges the same. 

She told Pete McCarthy of the News Post last February that “…  city  politics  are  better  with  less 
partisanship,” and after living it firsthand, it’s better to put “focus on the issues [and] less on politics.” 

Unlike her other contender Galen Glagett, Jennifer openly admits that she has issues … that she believes that 
the City must address sooner than later. 

In an  interview that  I had with her  just  last week over a Guinness at Magoo’s,  she  told me  that she  is very 
concerned about the lack of leadership in City Hall.  As a self-professed agent of change, Dougherty says that 
“tough decisions must be made” with the bulging post-employment benefit (OPEB) structure and pension 
obligations for current and former city employees. 

“Government employees must feel the cost of government,” she stated.  Her goal would be to protect current 
employees using a vesting date to transition to a new plan. Otherwise if not dealt with soon, the financial 
burden will be overwhelming within “6 to 10 years.” 

Dougherty also frets over the added costs that her successor (Holtzinger) left the city with the acquisition of 
the Hargett farm on Butterfly Lane … She would dive in to deal with this matter ASAP. 

In terms of the city police, she says that the current administration has allowed vacancies in the force to grow, 
leaving that department “really stretched.” Immediate action is necessary, she claims. 

As for the late night crime and safety concerns along Carroll Creek, the Linear Park is without a doubt the 
“Gem of the City,” and the mayoral hopeful would address the situation with the same heavy hand she used in 
expelling X-Hale from Jefferson Street.   She believes that new chief Thomas Ledwell is up for the task … “He 
just needs leadership” from the second floor in City Hall. 

Knowing that her leadership style may have been perceived as brazen in the earliest part of this century, 
Jennifer seeks to build  on  her  creation  of  the  NAC’s  and  her  Tuesday  press  conference  schedule  by 
introducing an interactive web-based concept she calls “Let’s Do Lunch.”  The plan grew from her experience 
as the president of the Carroll Creek Rotary Club, and would regularly bring together the likes of NAC 
representatives, State Delegates, business leaders and other key people in the city, including students, to 
discuss the pressing issues that should be addressed to continually make the city a great place to live and 
work. 

There is no doubt that with Jennifer Dougherty now officially in the battle for the high seat in City Hall, it will 
be a very lively and press-worthy campaign. 
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I can already hear the chant of the clann as they march to November: 

“Who so ever asks me of my birth… 

I will tell them I am born of Irish Princes who ruled in Donegal 

a thousand years ago; that I am descended from the High Kings of Ireland, 

and my name is from the Clann ÓDochartaigh!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 23rd, 2013 
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A 2nd Sailing of the Good Ship Frederick? 

On the good ship Fred-er-Rick, it’s a nice trip, there ain’t no shtick, while critics nay-say, on the good ship 
Fred-er-Rick 

The difference between the 
winner and the loser in the 
2009 mayoral race in the City of 
Frederick was just 281 votes. 

While it was a very tight race, 
for the second consecutive time 
in the match for the top seat at 
City Hall, barely a shot was fired 
across the calm seas off the 
coast of campaign history. 

The 2005 general election 
between former Mayor Ron 
Young and Jeff Holtzinger was 
so low key that many forgot that 
there was an election going on 
— very different from past city 
electoral wars. 

The victor that evening of November 3, 2009 was Randy McClement, the man who had never campaigned for 
political office, and will be the first to admit that he despises the process that candidates endure to garner 
votes. 

For Frederick’s incumbent Mayor it will be All hands on deck! and Batten down the hatches! as even he can see 
stormy seas ahead with two challengers (Aloi and Holtzinger) in the September Republican primary and an 
equal number (the winner of the Young-Clagett-Hirsch democratic battle and Dougherty running as an 
independent) in the November general election. 

As helmsman of the Good Ship Frederick the last three and one-half years, McClement has used his past 
experience as a small business owner and a property manager to quietly steer around most storms he spied 
ahead. 

Friend and foe alike regularly refer to the Mayor as a nice guy, who has been focused on doing a good job of 
delivering essential services to the city’s citizens. 

State Senator David Brinkley has praised him as “a practical mayor who works to fix things in the city like 
potholes and doesn’t indulge in argumentative politics.” 

“It’s those things that people take for granted when they’re done correctly” that Brinkley says Randy has done 
so well. 

As part of his stump speech, McClement will quickly remind voters that within days of being handed his 
stripes he found himself in charge of clearing the streets of the 52 inches of a snow that fell upon his city 
between December 9, 2009 and February 5, 2010.  The surprise blew his budget for removal of the white stuff 
before it stopped falling. 
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Each year since then, Captain Randy has been handed a budget deficit and has always worked hard to balance 
it as a good manager is trained to do. 

What are the critical issues that the next mayor will be facing? 

Listening to County Commissioner President Blaine Young talking with his WFMD co-host Anita Stup on the 
air a few weeks back, they seemed to agree that there are calm seas ahead as far as serious issues facing the 
city, and there should be no need for a change at the helm … Well, that’s one perspective. 

I’ve had the chance to talk with Mayor McClement over the last few weeks, to find out if he agreed with the 
self proclaimed good ol’ boy and his gal pal … and get a deeper read on his other major achievements. 

In sum for the city’s Captain, it’s Full Steam Ahead with the caveat of Steady As She Goes and Let’s Not Rock the 
Boat. 

The humble incumbent is not only proud of keeping the streets well maintained and his conservative 
budgeting, but also considers the completion of the Monocacy Boulevard extension near the airport very 
significant …  and  speaking  of  the  airport  he  saw  to  it  that  the  new  airport  tower was  completed.  He also 
boasts about the completion of the small area plans for the Golden Mile and finding the funding to complete 
the next phase of the Carroll Creek Linear Park east of Carroll Street over to East Patrick Street. 

McClement acknowledges that the city police force has reached a critical low.  Currently operating at 72% of 
its authorized capacity, he has been working with newly appointed Chief Ledwell to modify and accelerate 
recruitment measures to resolve the problem. 

One does have to wonder why city officials didn’t see that coming. 

I asked him about some of the concerns I outlined in a March 12th MacRo Report Blog post that expressed a 
wish for No More Can Kicking: 

Does he believe that more can be done in addressing what many see as a looming tsunami with future 
post-employment benefit and pension obligations? 

Yes, he says, but this  is not a problem that can be  fixed “with the stroke of a pen.”  It needs to be addressed in 
“chunks over many years.”  His goal is to be 80% funded within the next 20 years. 

Does he see the Land Management Code (LMC),  city’s  2005  zoning  ordinance,  as  an  impediment  to 
downtown real estate development?  Does it need a complete overhaul? 

The Mayor acknowledges that many parts of the  LMC are already outdated, having been written at the top of 
the real estate bubble.  To that end, for the last few years Randy has been working with the Land Use Council of 
the Frederick County Builders Association, who have made a number of recommendations that have been 
modified into Code text amendments … a steady process, he says. 

And what is it about McClement’s leadership style that has raised criticisms? 

He makes it very clear that his approach is one of a director who addresses issues in a quiet and deliberate 
manner.  He says he knows what the problems are and speaks to each as if he has everything under control. 

Often chastised for not being more vocal at the Board of Aldermen meetings (unlike his predecessors), he feels 
strongly that he should follow the procedures of the city charter, where he is required to act as the president and 
presiding officer of the body, allowing the aldermen to do their work.    
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One thing for sure, there is no drama in the Mayor’s style, whether in his role as the chief executive of the city 
or as one campaigning for re-election. 

So the question that will be answered in September primary and then if he is fortunate enough to make it 
through to the general election is:  will McClement’s message of being the captain with a quiet and steady 
hand at the helm once again resonate with the voters? 

Thursday, July 11th, 2013 
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Young Blood on the Campaign Trail … Again! 

No doubt that mayoral candidate Karen Young will wear out more than just a few pair of shoes over the 
next few months in what is clearly shaping up to be the race of her political life! 

From the outside looking in, it 
would appear the Young family 
has a powerful lock on 
Frederick County politics.  It 
seems like there has hardly 
been a local political campaign 
in Frederick County since 1969 
that a Young hasn’t run for some 
political office. 

Karen Lewis Young is wife of 
Ron Young, the current 
Maryland State Senator of 
District 3 and former mayor of 
the City of Frederick from 1973 
to 1989 … among other political 
offices he has sought, been 
elected and/or appointed to 
over the last 44 years. 

In addition, Ron’s second son Brad currently serves as an elected member of the Frederick County Board of 
Education. 

… And then there is the widely known local radio celebrity and possible gubernatorial seeking son Blaine, 
who is the current (and last) president of the Frederick County Board of County Commissioners. The 
youngest of all these political Youngs, Blaine broke from the Democratic Party family tradition years ago to 
follow a much more conservative path. 

But this article is not about the Young men, it is about Karen, who began her political career in 2010 when she 
won a seat on the Board of Aldermen of the City of Frederick. 

Her  term  had  barely  begun  before  she  had  “mastered”  the  fiscal  and  operational  details  of  Frederick  City 
government and began pursuing an agenda to bring about efficiencies on both levels and to nurture the city’s 
priority economic development projects. 

Karen arrived in Frederick in 1996 where she accepted the position of the Chief Marketing Officer of Farmer’s 
and Mechanics National Bank. Holding many of the ABC’s of degrees (B.A. in History from Franklin & Marshall 
College and an M.A. in American History and M.B.A. with a Marketing concentration from Columbia 
University), her pre-Frederick life involved significant roles in finance and management with several major 
financial institutions. 

For those who get to know Karen well, they quickly learn that studying the numbers and deeply researching 
the issues is right up her alley.  It is not unusual for her constituents to receive an evening phone call or past-
midnight email with feedback on an issue that was brought to her attention earlier that day. 

Being the conservative that I am, it is a unique occurrence for me to find a Democrat who preaches fiscal 
responsibility … and means it! 
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During Young’s tenure as an alderman, she lists the following on her website among her achievements … and 
please take note of the links to the impressive support material that is covered with her fingerprints: 

x Presented policy recommendations on pension reform, blighted and vacant properties, strategic 
planning, and better financial management practices for the pension and OPEB trusts. 

x Introduced legislation on more fiscally responsible financial management policies. 
x Led an effort to ensure that the City of Frederick retained the full state TEP grant for funding the next 

phase of Carroll Creek. 
x Led an effort to find an interim solution for allowing businesses to spread their Impact Fees over a 

longer period. 
x Actively advocated for a more equitable approach to tax duplication between the city and county; this 

resulted in a change from tax equity to tax differential. 
x Represented the City on the Synergies Committee which has identified cost savings in 

shared initiatives and efficiencies with the County, the BOE and FCC. 

Karen has made no secret of the fact that she feels Frederick’s current mayor Randy McClement has not been 
aggressive enough on budget issues or economic development among many other things … and she says that 
there is much work yet to be done.  That thorough website of hers lays out a clear platform of issues and goals 
for the City of Frederick. 

On the campaign trail there is strong evidence that since her announcement in January of this year, Young has 
been hard at work knocking on doors and putting signs up all over the city.  Even Mayor McClement has taken 
notice … he  told me a month or so ago that he was somewhat perplexed as  to why certain businesses  that 
previously gave him support are now allowing Young to install signs on their property.  Go figure? 

Candidate Karen’s first hurdle on the road to City Hall is fellow Democrat Galen Clagett, the current Maryland 
State Delegate representing District 3A that spreads across much of the City of Frederick.  While I consider 
both good friends of mine, I doubt that either would say the same of the other.  With Clagett’s track record of 
bringing home bacon from Annapolis, he has earned a lot of respect from his constituents. 

To counter that, Young has her own well-heeled spousal weapon from Maryland’s capitol city, who probably 
has never campaigned harder in his life as he as been doing for her … few would doubt that statement! 

Does Karen Young have any faults?  According to her critics, there are concerns that because she is so 
thorough in research and analysis, she may have a tendency to get caught in the weeds of the issues and 
thereby find it hard to delegate to staff, or suffer from lengthy deliberation on matters that require timely 
decisions …  stating  that  such  things  “require more  study.”   Young’s  reply:  her management  and  leadership 
experience has taught her to follow the 80/20 rule — 80% focus on the big picture and 20% on the details. 

Even though her resume boasts of deep management experience, those same critics express doubt that her 
style will work  in City Hall … and not surprisingly  that  is what critics will  say  in very competitive political 
campaigns! 

Many state that husband Ron, whose true claim to fame was envisioning the 20th century Carroll Creek 
eyesore as a vibrant focal point linear park, will bring tremendous depth to Karen’s ability to lead Frederick 
into the future.  Others express concern that many of his liberal positions on issues decided in Annapolis 
(Dream Act, gas tax, and gun control, to name a few) may  be  a  negative  for  many  of  Frederick’s  more 
conservative Democratic voters in the general election. 

For  some  reason  I  still  don’t  understand,  as  chairman  of  Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments (COG), Young allowed the regional body to get wrapped up political controversy by supporting 
Maryland’s  gun  control  legislation.   Once the heat was turned up by several rural counties in gun-proud 
Virginia, as well as our own Frederick County, she moved quickly to have COG overwhelmingly nullify their 
previous position. 
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On July 7, 2013 (less than 2 weeks ago) the Frederick Gorilla Magazine co-sponsored a Mayoral Candidate 
round-table discussion that was held at the Faux School in Frederick.   Of the now seven candidates who have 
taken on the mayoral challenge — McClement (R), Holtzinger (R), Aloi (R), Dougherty (I), Clagett (D), Hirsch 
(D) and Young (D) — all but late-comer Hirsch participated in the rapid fire Q&A session.  The personality 
and style of each candidate gave the voters a taste how their soundbites will resonate in future clashes. 

For Young, she did well … not as quick on the draw as others, but she clearly provided the audience with well 
thought out and very creditable points. 

There is no doubt that the hard campaigning Young team will make Karen a strong contender in this election.  
She has an encyclopedic understanding of the city’s operations and budgets, her campaign platform is clearly 
stated and well-prioritized. She displays a serious passion in her effort and is playing to win this election. 

All that said, with less than 8,000 (of over 30,000 eligible) voters who went to the polls in the 2009 general 
election … that succeeded a far lesser in the primary, this is truly anybody’s race! 

Clearly, with all the Young Blood left on the campaign trail thus far, Karen has a lot more determination left in 
her tank … and that alone will keep this a close race! 

Thursday, July 18th, 2013 
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Aloi Kicks into High Gear 

Mayoral candidate Shelley Aloi is ready for the fight … First goal: Kick McClement and Holtzinger out of 
the primary! 

Taking a page out of a ninja 
super hero script, Alderman 
Shelley Aloi waited until the last 
moments of the 2013 City of 
Frederick mayoral filing 
deadline to announce her 
candidacy last month on July 
2nd. 

With former Mayor Jeff 
Holtzinger filing a week before 
Aloi, as late comers, they  are far 
behind in the fundraising race 
according to recently released 
filing reports. Anyone 
following the race clearly knows 
that the fight of focus is on the 
Democratic primary where 
Karen Young and Galen 
Clagett have raked in well over 
$100,000 in contributions compared to less than $17,000 total for the three GOP candidates. 

So considering the overwhelming money advantage, does any Republican even stand a chance to win in the 
November general election? 

Shelley Aloi thinks so.  

I spent some time talking with her a couple of weeks ago, where she laid out her reasoning for entering as an 
underdog in this very crowded field. 

It was after a meeting that she had with Mayor Randy McClement several months ago. Purpose: to decide if 
she could support him in his re-election campaign.  Result: She became convinced that it is time for him to be 
replaced.  As she left the room she says that she looked at him and stated: “It is my intention right now to run 
for mayor.” 

When first meeting Aloi, many will get the impression that she is the warm and silent type.  Spend more time 
talking with her, and you will discover an edgy side of a strong willed campaigner, who deeply desires to 
display her leadership. 

She says that while the mayor has given many the impression that he has maintained a steady hand on the 
wheel,  look below  the surface and one will  see a  lot of  unresolved  issues  that  require  strategic  thinking … 
something she says McClement sorely lacks. 

Unfunded pension and OPEB liabilities. 

The city’s pension fund was $78 million unfunded in FY 2010 with a meager 47% funded … now that figure 
has soared to $100 million for FY 2014. “Abysmal!” she says. 
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As for Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB), by grabbing some low hanging fruit out of the package the 
administration has been able to reduce the $128 million unfunded obligations to city retirees to $104 million.  
But with that, there are a number of other issues that can and (likely) will exacerbate the problem. 

Consider,  she  says  “the  commitment  made  under  the  new  contract  with  city  employees that extends the 
provision of 100% of healthcare premiums as well as full coverage  for their spouses,  future spouses … and 
dependents!” 

Her case in point is former Mayor Ron Young.  Since he was sworn into the city’s top job in 1974 up until he 
qualified for Medicare in 2005, he and all of those he declared as dependents over  the years, “including his 
current spouse Karen Young, have received free healthcare from the City of Frederick,” states Aloi. 

While the rules are the rules, and former employees can take advantage of such, there aren’t too many public 
or private organizations that offer such generous benefits. 

“Nobody anywhere does  that … Nobody!” she exclaims.  [Editor's update: as of August 15, 2013, Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen voted to modify these regulations] 

Consider also the former employees who optioned the take advantage of the early retirement buy-out and 
pension offering made by then Mayor Jeff Holtzinger.  As it turns out 14 of those folks who were rehired by 
the city now qualify for a second retirement benefit!  Double dipping from the same employer? 

No succession plan. 

Among the ranks of city staff there are about 130 employees who will be eligible to retire within the next 5 
years.  This gives pause to Aloi, as there is “no succession plan … that’s a lot of institutional knowledge that 
could be lost.”  A costly thought, she muses. 

What should be done about the city-owned Hargett Farm? 

When then Mayor Holtzinger succeeded in his battle to purchase the Hargett farm, it appeared that the idea 
of a 148 acre regional park at a base cost of $18 million was workable, but times have changed.   

In a recent candidate forum sponsored by the Frederick Gorilla Magazine and WFMD radio, it was clear to 
most that along with heavy monthly costs of over $100,000, there is no realistic plan. 

As  for  Shelley  Aloi,  she  asked,  “Are we  going  to  continue  to wish  [that  the  city  can  afford  to  develop  the 
property as a park] or cut our losses?”  She advocates for the latter. 

Business friendliness on the decline. 

The last minute candidate states that the Frederick County Government is now much more business friendly 
now than the city is … which is the reverse of where things were just 4 years ago. 

This is a direct result of McClement’s lack of leadership, she claims.  

“I  have  gone  into  Randy’s  office  no  less  than  20  times  to  share  specific  constituent  concerns  they  have 
experienced with staff members regarding problems over decisions, approvals and permitting,” Aloi says.  It 
seems whatever the complaint that “I’ve shared with him, he says he does not see it that way … [he] wants 
more details before he takes action.”  In reality she considers these statements to be stall tactics, because “he 
rarely interacts with staff on such matters.”  
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She offered examples of how the Mayor’s lack of executive engagement with staff has caused constituents to 
get caught up in thousands of dollars of bureaucratic red tape. 

Aloi offered up the 2011 case of Shawn Winpigler, who was stopped in his tracks in his attempt to replace a 
radio antenna that has been on the roof of his family’s building on East 4th Street since the 1960′s.   In the end 
Winpigler, after very costly process of filings, hearings and legal action, was able to prevail.   

“You just don’t do that to people,” says Aloi. 

On top of his lack of leadership, Shelley believes the Mayor has not challenged his administration enough to 
make an in-depth review of regulatory costs that are laid on new and expanding businesses in the city.  
“Many have told me that the City of Frederick is one of the most difficult places to do business with,” she says, 
“… and that includes Washington DC.” 

Inspire more economic development. 

Aloi  believes  that  the  city’s  “regulatory”  (Euclidean) based zoning program is outdated and inhibits the 
creativity and design.  The concept of a Form Based code allows for the flexibility needed to react to the 
changes in real estate market and trends in urban planning.  The Form approach works well when serving the 
needs of the millennial generation and others who provide vital city services.  Form can also preserve the 
historic nature of the city that Frederick residents cherish.   

Changes  like  these, says Aloi, will  stimulate  the economic development of Frederick’s downtown,  including 
new construction and more adaptive reuse of existing properties along the Carroll Creek Linear Park. 

What makes Shelley Aloi a better leader? 

Her website outlines her background and her contributions to society before she settled into a career “as an 
analyst in the banking industry.” 

What is not noted in her web bio are her leadership roles in coordinating housing for a part of the 1996 
Olympics and overseeing teams for 2000 national census.   While there may be no major role that stands out 
to prove her skills worthy  of  leading  the  city  government,  she  boasts  that  what  she  loves  the  most  “is 
communicating with people and empowering them.” 

“I  want  to  ignite  the  creativity  and  innovation  that  has  been  squished  out  of”  many  city  staff  members, 
exclaims Aloi. 

If energy is all it takes, she has that.  But as a late comer in a crowded field with less than a month before the 
primaries, she will have to put it to use with all the skills of a ninja super hero to overcome the odds!  

Thursday, August 15th, 2013 
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Holtzinger wants to retake the bull by the horns! 

Can the self proclaimed “git ‘er dun” guy get it done in the city’s September primary election for mayor? 

For the man who said just four 
years ago that he had no 
interest in seeking a second 
term to serve as the Mayor of 
the City of Frederick, Jeff 
Holtzinger has made a complete 
180 degree turn by throwing his 
hat in the ring one week before 
last  month’s  filing  deadline  of 
July 2nd. 

Holtzinger is back, and is ready 
to  take  the  “bull  by  the  horns 
and git ‘er dun!” 

The Republican stakes his 
credibility on a reputation of 
telling his constituents what he 
planned to do once elected as 
mayor in 2005 and then 
accomplishing those goals before he left office in 2009: 

1. Resolved a water shortage supply crisis by executing an agreement with Frederick County 
government to draw water from the Potomac River. 

2. Designed, permitted and executed the construction contract to build the center section of Monocacy 
Boulevard. 

3. Completed the left turn lane improvements at the intersection of Opossumtown Pike and Thomas 
Johnson Drive. 

4. Put in place the first Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance in the City of Frederick. 
5. Fostered a positive working environment within City Hall. 
6. Reduced the city property tax rate twice. 

Upon reviewing the above, it doesn’t take long for one to realize that he is a practicing civil engineer.  As a 
matter of fact, he served as the Frederick City Engineer under his mayoral predecessor Jennifer Dougherty … 
which by the way did not end well. 

Jeff likes projects, especially road projects. 

Within his campaign literature he states that “understanding a problem  is  essential  to  solving  it,  and  this  is 
what I believe separates me from the other candidates in the mayoral race.” 

I had an opportunity to sit with Holtzinger over lunch recently.   I asked him to elaborate on that statement … 
because if you are paying attention to all the rhetoric among the 2013 city office seekers, there are apparently 
a lot of “problems” that need to be solved. 

So let’s take it from the top. 
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Hargett Farm:  

In 2009 after a lot of legal action, then mayor Holtzinger won the right to acquire a 148 acre tract of real 
estate on Butterfly Lane that was slated for a residential housing development.   It was  the mayor’s  strong 
desire to develop it into a regional park. 

At the very hefty price of $18 million the city has carried the property at the cumulative cost of nearly $5 
million during the four years since taking title. 

Is it still realistic to expect his vision to become a reality? 

“It’s a hell of a lot of money, I know that,” he states, “but I think it is a good long-term investment … you can 
not quantify the quality of life” especially for those living in the neighborhoods near the Golden Mile. 

He remarks that the city has a number of small neighborhood parks that never have enough parking and are 
not allowed to install lighting. 

Consider  for  example  that  “the  city  spent  all  this money putting  in  an  ice  skating  park  in Baker Park near 
Schifferstadt … and  then  they  can’t  put  lights up,  because  the  [nearby]  residents  don’t  want  it,  and  I  don’t 
blame them.  Same thing happened in Max Kenne Memorial Park.” 

With very tight budgetary constraints that include over $100 million in unfunded city pension contributions, 
how can the city continue to afford to carry Hargett? 

“I’d look internally,” he says. “I’d be resourceful … you’re going to have to carry it like you do any other capital 
project.” 

“What will it cost to develop Hargett into a regional park?” I asked. 

Well, “… I don’t know for sure, but it will surely be less than the $3,000,000 an acre the city is spending on the 
Carroll Creek for surface improvements.” 

Speaking of the Carroll Creek Linear Park: 

When asked on July 8th at the Roundtable Candidate Forum at the Faux Factory about the funding for next 
phase of the Carroll Creek improvements, Holtzinger gave many a negative impression for the project. 

I asked for a more of an in-depth response, and he replied with the following: 

“I know I ticked off a few people when I compared [my vision of the future for the] Hargett Farm Park with 
Carroll Creek [that evening].”  He believes that the Carroll Creek is not making the City any real money.  “The 
analysis I had done when I was the mayor showed that Carroll Creek is sucking wind to the tune of $800,000 
to $1,000,000 a year.” 

“It is an attraction,” he states, “but I would cut back the scope somewhat … like make it a 10 or 12 foot [wide] 
walkway … and then have [developers] finish it off” as sites along the creek are improved. 

The once and future mayor hopeful thinks that the differential in funds should be spread out to other projects, 
instead of just concentrating all our money in one place. 

“On top of that,” he says, “the city does not have a good track record of sticking to the construction budgets … 
a lot has to do with the fact that the [design] plans were not [drawn] that great.” 
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“You  know  I  hear  all  about  how  we  are  creating  a  world  class  park,”  he  continues,  “but  to  me  we  have 
experienced a lot of world class change orders, and I suspect that this will happen again on the next phase.” 

Land Management Code (LMC):    

One of the serious issues that Holtzinger believes is holding back downtown development, among other areas 
within the city limits is the LMC.  This complex book of rules and regulations that was adopted as he came 
into office in 2005 includes the city’s zoning ordinance … and much more. 

“I don’t think the LMC can be fixed,” he states bluntly.  “I really think that someday someone in law school will 
use this code as an example of what you do not do [when writing] a land use ordinance.” 

It is so confusing that “it leads to conflicts,” Holtzinger continues, “… it does not produce consistent results.” 

On small properties things are often taken to extremes.  As an example he “was hired to assist  in getting a 
handicapped parking spot moved — shuffle a parking space around … they [planning staff] wanted us to do a 
boundary survey … ridiculous!” 

“It’s hard for a lot of the staff to take the mile high view of the LMC,” says Holtzinger.  “They get caught up in 
trying to make each provision perfect, and [therefore] don’t see that the whole thing doesn’t fit together.” 

Regarding Randy McClement? 

 I had to ask:  What made Jeff throw his hat in the ring a week before the filing deadline? 

Did he get the word that Shelley Aloi was going to jump in at the very last minute? 

“No.” 

Plain and simple:  he has lost faith in the Mayor’s ability to do that “git ‘er dun” thing. 

Holtzinger says that he “had hopes that Randy, coming in with what I thought was a small business guy with a 
common sense mentality … well, I just don’t see it in him.” 

No question about it, Jeff likes road projects, and he had several plans queued up for his successor. 

He says that once McClement was elected, “I spent a lot of time driving Randy around to show him  this stuff, 
and even though he didn’t have the background, I had hoped that he would use the good people we have” to 
keep the momentum going to completing the preconstruction stages of these projects. 

Jeff understands that the city has to deal with tight budgets, “but why not work on getting stuff designed and 
permitted right away,” he says for “public works projects like Christopher’s Crossing, Kemp Lane, Old Camp 
Road and Monocacy Boulevard … and again, here we are stopped … there is no reason not to have these ready 
to go … when funding comes available!” 

On the topic of the Mayor’s working relationship with his board of Aldermen, Holtzinger in his no nonsense 
way states “I think they run rough shod over him.” 

As for his staff, the former mayor thinks that his successor “gets caught up in the minor issues, and does not 
give good direction on [the] big issues.”  They are often “left flopping in the wind … sometimes they end up 
taking a beating at the Mayor and board meetings, from what I have heard.” 
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… and my final question to the candidate: 

 How are you going to win this election? 

 “Ahhh, I don’t know that I know that answer” was the first thing out of his mouth. 

Upon further reflection, the man who still practices law, provides engineering services to many clients, 
including acting as the official engineer for the Town of Brunswick, and helps out with football coaching at 
Thomas Johnson High School (among many other things), says: 

“Well, I think what I gotta do is really burn the candle at both ends and walk neighborhoods … I’ve never been 
one that has been great at raising funds, and I didn’t do it last time either.” 

He continues: 

“I have to hit as many neighborhoods and talk to as many people as I can and point out that last time when I was 
in office, I think we did a pretty impressive amount of road work … we just took the bull by the horns and we did 
it.” 

My advice to the candidate regarding what he needs to do over the next few weeks: 

Take the bull by the horns and git ‘er dun! 

Thursday, August 22nd, 2013 
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Hirsch wants to tell the Inconvenient Truth 

Answering to a higher calling, this candidate for mayor aims to make Frederick more environmentally 
friendly! 
 
When I began this effort six 
months ago, I figured that it 
would be quite fun to write 
about people I have known for a 
long time. 

As luck would have it, out of the 
seven candidates who threw 
their hats into the ring of 
Frederick's mayoral race, I 
consider six of them to be 
friends -- Galen Clagett, Jennifer 
Dougherty, Randy McClement, 
Karen Young, Shelley Aloi and 
Jeff Holtzinger.  That stated, it 
has been an interesting 
challenge to balance my 
perspective with their positions 
on any number of issues that the 
fair City of Frederick faces in the 
years and decades ahead. 

... And then along came Carol A. Hirsch, who quietly filed for the race on the day of the deadline. 

"Carol who?" I asked along with many others. 

It wasn't long before I learned that she is a member of the county's deaf community and has made her 
platform one that is all GREEN.  Her goal is to make the City of Frederick the most environmentally friendly in 
the nation … a model city that others can learn from. 

Her slogan: "Reduce, Recycle, Reuse." 

How interesting. 

While I am a big advocate of recycling, minimizing waste, preserving farmland and saving forests, I have also 
stated on many occasions that I believe that some of our politicians have gone way overboard with very 
restrictive environmental legislation. 

Putting my opinions aside, I wanted to get to learn more about Carol and get to the heart of what inspired her 
to jump into the fray. 

I made a point of introducing myself to her at the Roundtable Candidate Forum  held on July 8th at  the Faux 
Factory downtown along the Carroll Creek.  Without an interpreter available, all we were able to do was make 
eye contact, shake hands and I handed her my card.  Later on that evening, I was impressed to see that 
candidate Shelley Aloi used her American Sign Language (ASL) skills to communicate with her. 
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This got me to wonder why more of us in the Frederick "hearing community" don't make more of an effort to 
learn ASL?  Maybe FCPS should make it part of the required curriculum in our schools?  While Spanish and 
French are foreign languages, ASL is one of this country's languages.  Hmmm? 

As I have done in preparation for all the candidate profiles, I began to read about Carol on the web and in the 
Frederick News Post.  In addition I heard her August 10th (hour 1) interview with host Pattee Brown on 
Frederick's Forum on 930 AM WFMD. 

Last week it was my turn.  Carol and I spent nearly an hour on a conference call with her interpreter. 

So, why did Hirsch decide to enter the race? 

Answer:  "Why not!?!" 

She describes herself as a strong leader, who has volunteered a lot including PTA and has served as an officer 
in the local chapter of the Junior NAD program at the Maryland School for the Deaf. 

Carol states that as a cashier at Wal-Mart, she interacts with 300 to 500 people per day, has "a great work 
ethic and very good communication skills." 

She believes that it is time for her to get involved in government and use these skills to benefit the broader 
Frederick community. 

But what was the spark? 

Hirsch says that she was deeply moved by former Vice President Al Gore's 2006 movie An Inconvenient 
Truth, and combined with Gore's 2000 lost bid for the presidency, she became very focused on the 
environment.  She began to think about what Frederick can do to stop global warming, and believes that 
under her tutelage as mayor, she can lead it to become "the grass roots" of a movement that other cities can 
learn from. 

Frederick, she says, has any number of opportunities to expand its recycling program, like making the bins 
larger and increasing the number of collection times. 

Bettering the environment will give the community cleaner and more healthy air to breath.  "People are 
getting more and more sick," states Hirsch. "Who is going to take care of these issues, if we don't?" 

She sees this effort as a challenge and an opportunity "to experience an advancement in this area … and work 
together with other communities." 

Solutions to other pressing issues facing the city: 

Of course the city has a number of other challenges, and Carol knows that some of them will not be easy.  But 
her approach to resolving all is very simple and straight forward: 

1.            How should the city deal with its unfunded pension and OPEB liabilities?  -- The candidate asked "How 
did that happen?"  Then acknowledged that the unfunded liabilities that the city owes its current and retired 
employees is a serious problem; therefore "we need creative ideas and [to get people] to work together to 
analyze the issues." 

2.            The Hargett Farm as a city park?  -- Hirsch takes the road less traveled on this topic.  She believes that 
the city already has plenty of parks … "We don't need anymore," she says. 
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3.            Then sell Hargett, right? -- She does not think that it is a good idea for the city to sell the 148 tract of 
land purchased during the Holtzinger administration.  We should keep it as a farm and expand its 
productivity by getting volunteers to work the land, she says.  It can be used as a place "where we can bring 
students in to learn more about farming." 

4.            What about the $120,000 +/- monthly debt service on Hargett? -- She says that we surely do not need 
more debt, so people in the city should come together and analyze this as well … to find a solution. 

5.            Should the city government support a downtown hotel/conference center? -- Without hesitation her 
answer is "no."  As a matter of fact, Hirsch believes that Frederick already has plenty of hotels with no need 
for any more.  Besides, she adds if a hotel were to be built downtown, it would cause serious traffic 
congestion. 

6.            What is her solution to bring in more downtown development? -- Plain and simple Carol states that "we 
don’t  need  to  be  putting  up  any more  buildings …  [as]  there  are  so many  vacant  properties  around  ...  we 
should fill them first. 

7.            What should be done with the empty land along East Street corridor near the Carroll Creek?  -- "Turn 
them into a nice place for people to go when downtown," she states. "Plant them all in flowers" and make that 
a "Feng Shui area for the city." 

Final Question:  

With your two opponents (Clagett and Young) raising over $100,000 in campaign contributions, knocking on 
doors and putting up signs all over the city, what is your strategy to win the Democratic primary on September 
10th? 

"Yes," says Hirsch, "they have raised a lot of money." 

She continued by asking me to imagine how many poor people could be fed with all that money.  That, she 
says, is a "wasteful use of money." 

"Everyone expects you to put up posters," added Hirsch, "but I don’t want to harm the environment … as for 
me, I have buttons." 

She concluded by telling me that she is getting the word out and reminded me that she did a radio interview 
and has a Facebook campaign going. 

In my research, I also noticed that she was featured on "Around the News" on August 20, 2013 as part of the 
Deaf Newspaper's YouTube channel, where CEO & Founder Ken Davis applauded her for her courage and 
offered her congratulations for entering the mayoral race. 

I too, congratulate Carol Hirsch for jumping into the campaign.  Many in the "hearing community" may think 
that she is a bit naïve about the serious issues that face the city.  Be that as it may, I sincerely appreciate her 
willingness to remind the citizens of Frederick that there is a vibrant deaf community that resides here too. 

Maybe it's time that more of us listen to what the deaf in Frederick have to say! 

So, if you are a registered voter residing within the City of Frederick … make sure you get out and vote! 

Tuesday, August 27th, 2013 
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The author: Rocky Mackintosh, President, MacRo, Ltd., a land and commercial real estate brokerage firm 
based in Frederick, Maryland.  
 
Earl M. Mackintosh III, known as Rocky, has been active in the real estate market since 1972. In 1980, Rocky 
founded Mackintosh, Inc. Realtors®, a multi-office general brokerage firm now owned and operated by his 
brothers. In 1990, he established MacRo, Ltd., a Frederick, Maryland based land and commercial real estate 
firm offering development, brokerage, leasing, property management and consulting services.  
 
Rocky’s  MacRo Report Blog places focus on local and national real estate trends and issues, as well as 
government and political topics that influence the values and uses of real estate.  His articles also appear in 
TheTentacle.com. 
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