Such a deep

separation exists
between the
language of faith and
the language of fiscal
responsibility that
one wonders if it is a
chasm no human
may cross (with a
nod to Luke 16:26).

The language of
faith says:

God will provide!
and
We have to put a
challenge in front of
our people!
and
What if God calls us
to do something that

goes beyond our
plans?
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The language of
fiscal responsibility
says:

Do we have the
money for this?

and

We should pay our
bills before we incur
new ones.

and
Is it in the budget?

When fiscal responsi-
bility hears faith say
“Yes!” it is thought
irresponsible.

When faith hears
fiscal responsibility
ask how something
will be paid for, what
is heard is “No!”

The faith orientation
thinks that fiscal
responsibility is tight
fisted. The fiscal
responsibility orienta-
tion thinks faith
spends money
without thought.

This tension is often

found between the
development and
finance functions of a
congregation, a
Christian ministry or
a non-profit organiza-
tion. It also can mark
the difference
between the entre-
preneur and her
banker.

We think there is a
bridge across the
chasm and we enjoy
helping organizations
build it. In truth, both
faith and fiscal
responsibility are
needed to run a
sustainable organiza-
tion. This bridge is
expressed in one
simple question. If
answered seriously
and strategically, the
question makes a
significant difference
in the health of an
organization.

What helps us fulfill
our mission next year
too?

-mark | vincent
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