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Keeping a firstfruits commitment

My wife Lorie and I
have now lived
through nine years
of cancer.

Lorie is currently in
the middle of her
11th occurrence.
She has suffered
through four lung
resections, four
years of chemo-
therapy and three
rounds of radiation.
Her most recent
procedure — a
cyberknife regimen
that removed a fast
growing, brutal tu-
mor positioned in
the worst possible
place — seemed
like a cake walk
compared to
everything that
preceded it.

©2008 Design For Ministry.

I recite the struggle
noting how precious
it has been for us to
keep our giving
commitment as a
firstfruits family, in
spite of lost income
and increased ex-
pense. We are
convinced that God
has provided well
beyond our needs,
and that the real
wealth, the true
estate we have
acquired, is the
extensive list of
people we count as
family and friends.

We believe this
wonderful dynamic
is in place because
we chose to trust
God’s invitation to
set aside time and
resources to be

available for what
God’s concerns are
— that we might be
poised to respond.
We learned that
this choice also
puts us in a position
to receive what God
wants to give —
most especially
rest, companion-
ship, community,
and abiding love.

In this 11th round
of cancer, we
commit ourselves,
yet again, to
celebrate all these
blessings we
receive, and to be
quick and ready to
share.

-mark | vincent
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