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require a driver response to avoid or miti-
gate a crash have the most potential for re-
ducing crashes,” Lund says. “Nevertheless, 
the models that are losing their plus signs 
are still great choices for safety, as are all the 
TOP SAFETY PICK winners.”

Meeting the small overlap challenge
Most vehicles produced in recent years have 
had little trouble with the Institute’s mod-
erate overlap front, side, roof strength and 
head restraint tests. The small overlap front 
test, which replicates what happens when 
the front corner of a vehicle collides with 
another vehicle or an object such as a tree 
or a utility pole, represented a new hurdle 
when it was introduced in 2012 (see Status 
Report, Aug. 14, 2012). The test is difficult 
because the crash forces bypass most of a 
vehicle’s energy-absorbing structure. But 
small overlap crashes are common in the 
real world, so the Institute wanted to push 
manufacturers to look for solutions.  

2015 Lexus RC 350

Minicars Chevrolet Spark
Honda Fit

Small 
cars

Lexus CT 200h Chevrolet Volt Mini Cooper Countryman
Mazda 3 Dodge Dart Mitsubishi Lancer
Subaru Impreza Ford C-Max Hybrid Scion FR-S
Subaru XV Crosstrek Ford Focus Scion tC
Toyota Prius Honda Civic 2-door Subaru BRZ

Honda Civic 4-door Subaru WRX
Hyundai Elantra sedan Volkswagen Golf 4-door

Kia Soul Volkswagen GTI 4-door

Midsize 
moderately 
priced cars

Chrysler 200 Chevrolet Malibu Nissan Altima
Mazda 6 Ford Fusion Volkswagen Jetta
Subaru Legacy Honda Accord 2-door Volkswagen Passat
Subaru Outback Honda Accord 4-door

Toyota Camry Hyundai Sonata
Toyota Prius v Kia Optima

Midsize 
luxury/ 

near-luxury 
cars

Acura TLX Lincoln MKZ
Audi A3
BMW 2 series
Infiniti Q50
Volvo S60
Volvo V60

Large  
family car

Toyota Avalon

Large 
luxury cars

Acura RLX
Hyundai Genesis

Infiniti Q70
Lexus RC
Mercedes-Benz E-Class
Volvo S80

Small 
SUVs

Honda CR-V Mitsubishi Outlander Sport
Mazda CX-5 Nissan Rogue
Mitsubishi Outlander Toyota RAV4 built after November 2014

Subaru Forester

Midsize 
SUVs

Toyota Highlander Chevrolet Equinox
GMC Terrain
Nissan Pathfinder

Midsize 
luxury 
SUVs

Acura MDX Infiniti QX60
Lexus NX
Mercedes-Benz M-Class
Volvo XC60

Minivans Toyota Sienna Honda Odyssey
Kia Sedona

Lexus CT 200h 
built after September 2014

Mazda 3
Subaru Impreza
Subaru XV Crosstrek
Toyota Prius

Acura RLX
Hyundai Genesis
Infiniti Q70  
except V-8 4WD

Lexus RC
Mercedes-Benz E-Class
Volvo S80

Chevrolet Volt
Dodge Dart
Ford C-Max Hybrid
Ford Focus
Honda Civic 2-door

Honda Civic 4-door

Hyundai Elantra sedan

Kia Soul

Mini Cooper Countryman
Mitsubishi Lancer except 
Ralliart and Evolution models

Scion FR-S
Scion tC
Subaru BRZ
Subaru WRX
Volkswagen Golf 4-door

Volkswagen GTI 4-door

Mitsubishi Outlander Sport
Nissan Rogue
Toyota RAV4  
built after November 2014

Except for Volvo models, 
vehicles only qualify for 
TOP SAFETY PICK+ when 
equipped with optional front 
crash prevention systems. 

For information about how 
each 2015 winner rates for 
small overlap front crash 
protection and front crash 
prevention, see Status Report 
online at iihs.org/Status 
Report. For all ratings for 
individual vehicles see 
iihs.org/ratings.


