Field trips are fun. Let’s make them safe, too!
Warm temperatures and fun activities make summer the perfect season for outings! But when you take children out on a field trip, it’s important to follow these safety tips:

1. Prepare a trip plan that includes the location, time of arrival, departure, and route of travel. Leave the plan with a designated person at the child care center.

2. Review the weather forecast for the day. Prepare to cancel the trip if there’s a threat of inclement weather.

3. Check your vehicle’s first aid kit to make sure it’s well stocked.

4. Have the children dress in the same color shirts so you can easily identify them in a crowd, but always remember to always look at the child’s face, not just the shirt, to be sure you have the right child.
5. Program emergency numbers in your cell phone’s speed dial feature so staff members don’t have to try to remember them if they’re needed.
6. Take water, cups, and snacks along for the children.

7. Count the faces of the children when loading and unloading the van.  Make sure they line up at least a foot from the curb.
8. Have your staff sit throughout the vehicle, not together.

9. Make sure all passengers are belted in appropriately.

10. When unloading the van or bus, make sure you walk throughout the entire vehicle to make sure every child is out.
11. Have fun!
Check out these links to safety equipment for vans and buses:

· Child Check Mate/Child Check-Mate systems, Inc.

i. www.childcheckmate.com
· Bus-Scan /Robotics Technologies, Inc.

i. www.roboticstech.com
· Sleeping Child Check Monitor/Doran Manufacturing

i. www.doranmfg.com
· Child Reminder System/Crs Electronics

i. www.crselectronics.com
· Kiddie Voice/ATWEC Technologies, Inc.

i. www.atwec.com
