
FBAR - Electronic Filing Instructions 

The following instructions apply only to the electronic filing of the Report of Foreign Bank and 
Financial Accounts (FBAR), FinCEN Form 114, through the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network's (FinCEN's) BSA E-Filing System. Unless specifically mentioned in the text, these 
instructions do not apply to any other current or prior Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) reports. Also, the 
instructions or requirements for any prior or current BSA reports, including paper versions of 
the FBAR, do not apply to FBARs filed electronically under these filing requirements and 
instructions. 

General Instructions 

Purpose. FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts, is used to report a 
financial interest in or signature authority over a foreign financial account. The FBAR must be 
received by the Department of the Treasury on or before June 30th of the year immediately 
following the calendar year being reported. The June 30 filing date may not be extended. 

Who Must File an FBAR. A United States person that has a financial interest in or signature 
authority over foreign financial accounts must file an FBAR if the aggregate value of the foreign 
financial accounts exceeds $10,000 at any time during the calendar year. See General 
Definitions, to determine who is a United States person. 

General Definitions: 

Financial Account. A financial account includes, but is not limited to, a securities, brokerage, 
savings, demand, checking, deposit, time deposit, or other account maintained with a financial 
institution (or other person performing the services of a financial institution). A financial 
account also includes a commodity futures or options account, an insurance policy with a cash 
value (such as a whole life insurance policy), an annuity policy with a cash value, and shares in 
a mutual fund or similar pooled fund (i.e., a fund that is available to the general public with a 
regular net asset value determination and regular redemptions). 

Joint Account. A financial account type listed above owned jointly by two or more persons. 

Foreign Financial Account. A foreign financial account is a financial account located outside of 
the United States. For example, an account maintained with a branch of a United States bank 
that is physically located outside of the United States is a foreign financial account. An account 
maintained with a branch of a foreign bank that is physically located in the United States is not 
a foreign financial account. 

4 

CCatarino
Highlight






































