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LVE Links

2011 Annual Meeting

Join us at the 10" Annual

Meeting of the Loudoun Valley

Estates Homeowners
Association on Thursday,
April 7. Sign in starts at 6:30
p.m., the meeting begins at
7:00 p.m.

The meeting will take place in
the auditorium of Stone Hill
Middle School located at
23415 Evergreen Ridge Drive,
Ashburn.

One board member position
will be filled and our active
committees will report on their
accomplishments and goals.
Anyone interested in running
for the position on the Board
should contact Kristi at (703)
729-4146 or
hoaoffice@lvehoa.com.

Two lucky homeowners in
attendance will walk away
with a $100 gift certificate to a
local restaurant.

For those unable to attend
please forward your signed
proxy (see insert) to help us
ensure quorum is achieved.
Submission of your proxy will
automatically enter you in our
drawing to win a $50 gift
certificate to a local
restaurant.

Proxy submission options:

o Mail itto or leave it in the
drop box at 43636 Lucketts
Bridge Circle, Ashburn VA
20148
Fax it to (703) 729-2230

e Scan and e-mail it to
hoaoffice@lvehoa.com

e Ask your neighbor to bring it
to the meeting for you.«

Proxy (prok-see)

— n , pl proxies

1. a person
authorized to act
on behalf of
someone else;
agent: to vote by
proxy

2. the authority, esp
in the form of a
document, given
to a person to act
on behalf of
someone else

It's important that we
receive your proxy
authorizing the Board
Secretary to use your
proxy to achieve the
guorum needed to
hold the 2011
Annual Meeting.




Litterbug Alert

Written by Shannon Junior, Aquatic Ecologist with SOLitude Lake
Management®*.

One of the least desirable activities that | perform on a
monthly basis is the removal of trash from ponds and
lakes that we service. You would not believe the stuff
that we pull out of ponds! The usual suspects are
plastic bottles, cans, children’s toys, soggy
newspapers,
plastic grocery
bags, paper
cups, and
hundreds of
pieces of
Styrofoam
“popcorn”. |
have also had
the pleasure of
removing tires,
appliances,
bicycles,
shopping carts,
“For Sale”
signs, :
miscellaneous auto parts, shoes and clothing, dirty
diapers, and lots of other disgusting items that | won’t
mention. There is even a king-sized mattress lying on
the bottom of one of our ponds — it will remain there
indefinitely because it is not visible from the shore, and
the client is not thrilled with the extra cost involved in
removing a waterlogged mattress off the bottom of the
pond.

All of these items ended up in the water because
humans were careless, lazy, or downright spiteful in
their handling of their garbage and their attitude
towards the environment. Carelessness is almost
excusable — we’ve all accidentally dropped a bottle cap
that rolls into the sewer or had a paper cup blow out
the back window of our cars. But what about the bike
that we dutifully pull out of the water and leave on the
shore with the hopes that the child who lost it will
reclaim it? Guess again — there it is in the pond again
the next week! And the mattress? | just can'’t
understand why it’s easier to dump a mattress in a
pond than to take it to the landfill. If only | could force
the people who would do something like that to assist
me in litter patrol for a month or two!

Recently, though, a new possibility has crept into my
mind. At one of our properties, we consistently remove
several carefully-tied bags of dog poop from the pond.
Certainly, a responsible dog-owner who would go the
extra mile to pick up after their dog would not just toss
it in the storm sewer afterwards, right? It has occurred
to me that there is a distinct possibility that maybe
there are people who don’t know that storm sewers do

not flow to the landfill or some mysterious “trash
collection apparatus”. Maybe they just don'’t realize
that they discharge directly into our local ponds,
streams and rivers.

So perhaps education is the key. Maybe if we all
share these common sense reminders with the
members of our communities, it might help to keep
some of the trash out of our ponds and waterways:

1. Be aware that the storm sewers in our
neighborhoods flow directly into a pond,
stream, or river. Fish, turtles, and frogs do not
appreciate our trash in their homes. Placards
like the one [below] can be placed on the
sewers in your neighborhood as a reminder.

2. It's helpful to bag all garbage when it’s put out
by the street for pick-up, even if it's in a can
with a lid. It doesn’t take a very strong gust of
wind to topple a can and send the garbage
blowing. Trust me — cans and lids are among
the items we frequently remove from ponds.

3. If there are common areas in your community,
it is a good idea to provide convenient trash
receptacles nearby, and to have them emptied
frequently. Many trash removal and
landscaping companies provide these services
for very affordable prices.

4. Virginia is ranked among the top ten states in
the nation for our litter control programs, with
fines for offenders of up to $1,000.00. So if
you were to ever consider tossing your empty
water bottle on the ground instead of taking
the extra minute to put it in an appropriate
recycling or disposal container, keep in mind
that there may be a Police Officer (or a
concerned Lake Manager) lurking nearby to
set you straight!

SOLitude manages Persimmon Pond in our community,
controlling nuisance vegetation, maintaining the fountain,
and removing litter from the water.
www.SOLitudeLakeManagement.com






