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List of finalists for the Flying CHallenge Cup
Avery Katz - Student - 17 years old - Sudbury, MA - Executive Flyers

Avery soloed the day after he turned 16, and got a score that would earn him a spot at Oshkosh after only 30 minutes in the simulator. He says the detailed feedback was key in helping his success.

Blake Dahlquist - Student - 17- Byron Center, MI - West Michigan Aviation Academy

Blake is one of two finalists from West Michigan Aviation Academy, an aviation high school. He's logged 59 hours in the Redbird, some on the challenges, but many on teaching others how to fly it. He's even convinced his family to shop for a real airplane.

John Stancik - Non-Pilot - 71 - Olney, MD - Dream Flight School

John has always wanted to fly and is just now investigating his options. He said the simulator has fueled his interest and he's exploring his options, including a sport pilot certificate .

Jose Perdomo - Student - 21 - Curacao, Netherlands Antilles - Paragon Flight

Jose was a flight sim fanatic as a boy, and is fast accumulating ratings for a career in aviation. While he hails from the Caribbean, he's been training in Florida. At 6'9", he'll be easy to spot among our finalists.

Keith Alter - Pilot - 45 - Seattle, WA - Galvin Flying

Keith has been a pilot for 29 years, and a CFI for 26. His day job is in flight test at Boeing, but he says his General Aviation time is focused on being the best CFI he can be. He's also a professional ski instructor, so if the weather isn't good for flying, he can teach you how to carve a different kind of turn.

Kevin Sandoval - Student - 22 - Hanahan, SC - Cornerstone Aviation

Kevin got the flying bug watching the Blue Angels perform and C-17s practice pattern work near his home in South Carolina. He feels like flying comes naturally to him and will be in a professional pilot course at Utah Valley University this fall.

Matt Smith - Non-Pilot - 19 - Sand Lake, MI - West Michigan Aviation Academy

Matt is a recent graduate of West Michigan Aviation Academy and is off to Western Michigan University in Kalamazu this fall for a degree in Aviation Flight Science. He was a student teacher in the Redbird in high school, which may prove a good background if he starts instructing on his path to the airline or corporate cockpit.

Matt Walsh - Pilot - 26- Melborne, FL - F.I.T. Aviation (Florida Institute of Technology)

Matt is a full-time CFI at FIT Aviation, as well as a student. He heard about the challenge at an instructor meeting, and then worked on it for two weeks. He says it has a way of challenging you to get that last five percent to pump up your score.

Nikolas Taverner - Non-pilot - 19 - West End, QLD - Royal Queensland Aero Club

Nik started flying when he won a writing contest at 15 from the Australian Defense Force that paid for his solo. Now he's studying for bachelor of aviation from Griffith University in Brizbane. His flying idol is Matt Hall, the Australian racing pilot. Mr. Hall, will you be at Oshkosh, too?

Patrick Webb - Pilot - 36 - Erie, CO - Aero-Sphere

Patrick read about the Flying Challenge in Flying magazine. He'd spent a bunch of time with Flight Simulator for fun, but this was his first time in a Redbird (ironic as he lived in Austin, Texas, the home of Redbird, for 12 years). He started flying about five years ago, and now flies for fun with his family and, when practical, to transport himself on business.

Richard Johnson - Pilot - 33 - Renton, WA - Galvin Flying

Richard's early flight training was funded by Negro Airman International, and today he's part of flight test at Boeing, with type ratings in the 737, Airbus A320, and, by the time he arrives at Oshkosh, the 787 Dreamliner. He sees strong parallels between the metrics he handles in his day job, with the feedback provided by Redbird Trace. He's also an instructor at Galvin Flying, where he posted his scores on the wall, inspiring other instructors, including Keith Alter, to try and beat him.

Tyler Kalberg - Non-pilot - 34 - Seattle, WA - Galvin Flying

Tyler and two friends flew the challenge because they saw it as a cheap way to get some simulator time! They ended up flying a bit longer that the $15 intro, and Tyler's performance earned him a spot in the finals. He's been an aviation enthusiast for some time and rearranged his schedule as a film director to ensure he made it to Oshkosh. His jealous friends are threatening to make him run staircases while they sing the Rocky theme to prepare.
John Stancik was unable to attend Oshkosh, so his replacement is:

Wesley Taylor-Vincent | Aviation Enthusiast | Irving, TX - Irving High School

Wesley got a gift less than a week shy of his 16th birthday: A trip to Oshkosh as an alternate for a finalist who can’t come. Wesley has aspirations of entering the Air Force Academy, pursuing a career as a drone pilot. He still likes jets, particularly the F-35. He also plays football, wrestles and has many years of study in Brazilian Jujitsu.

We also had a participant with scores as good as a top finalist, but under the age requirement. 
Tristan Wiener - 12 years old - Saddle River, NJ  - Air Fleet Training Systems

Tristan is two years too young to compete in the finals, but his score is as good as the grown ups and he’s just as enthusiastic about aviation. He out-flew the CFIs at the school where he’s trained. They say this kid could solo a real airplane if the FAA allowed it, and decided to sponsor his trip to Oshkosh. We were so impressed, we’ve created an award for under-age fliers and will see him on stage at Oshkosh. 

In the event one of these finalists can't make the event, we will publish information about their alternate when we have it.
