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Patrick and Angel (inset,
left) completed 11 classes
on homeownership before
signing their mortgage.
Now their daughters (left)
will have room to grow in
the house their dad helped
rehab. Above, volunteers
helped with the final
landscaping to turn the
house into a home.

Loving parents partner with Habitat
to give children stable home

When Angel and Patrick’s kids open
presents in their Twin Cities Habitat
for Humanity home this Christmas,
it will be a dream made true through
two years of hard work.

Back in 2012, the family was spending
more than half their money on rent
each month. “Renting, you just

don’t know what’s going to happen in
the next year and it was much more
stressful,” says Angel. “We were just
throwing my husband’s hard earned
money away rather than putting it

“You could see how
much they wanted it

and how much they
were willing to do for it.”

Chad Formo, Site Supervisor

toward a home we could call our own.”
They knew something had to change

in order for their four daughters to

have a brighter future. Their journey

to buying their rehabbed home in

Brooklyn Park wasn’t easy. Patrick
works nights, so he squeezed in the
hundreds of required sweat equity
hours whenever he could.

Chad Formo, the Habitat Site
Supervisor who oversaw the rehab
of their home, says Patrick worked
as hard as any homebuyer he’d ever
encountered. “You could just see how
much they wanted it and how much
they were willing to do for it.”

Continues on10 »



2 | The Habitat Herald | Winter 2014-2015

DEAR FRIEND

The smile of a child is what
giving at the holidays is all
about.

| will forever remember my daughters’
faces lighting up upon discovering that
perfect present under the tree. So | offer
holiday blessings to you, and your family,
on behalf of all the children your support
allowed us to help in 2014.

Thanks to your gifts this year, 175 more
children are living in Twin Cities Habitat
homes that their parents purchased. An
additional 108 local children will sleep
tonight in the warmer, more secure homes
that A Brush with Kindness repaired this
year. Since our founding in 1985, nearly
5,000 children have benefited from these
core programs.

We are all benefiting as these children
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Thanks to your gifts
this year, 175 more
children are living in
Twin Cities Habitat
homes that their
parents purchased.

grow up, graduate, and contribute to the
prosperity and diversity of our region.
They are the future and, by supporting
our work, you provide the foundation on
which they can thrive.

But there is much work to do. Heading
into 2015, we face an economy and
housing market extremely tough for
lower-income earners. Too many Twin
Cities families are forced to put half or

» |

Sue Haigh (left) and Marilyn
Carlson Nelson spoke at
the sold-out Hearth & Hope
Signature Luncheon in October.
More than 250 women gathered
to discuss affordable housing
solutions for Minnesota. Nelson
delivered a moving keynote

on the role women can play in
solving our greatest societal
challenges. The luncheon
raised nearly $70,000 for Twin
Cities Habitat for Humanity's
mission. Be a part of Hearth
& Hope. Find information at
tchabitat.org/hearthandhope

more of theirincome toward rent each
month. This isn't sustainable. It means
nutritious food or needed prescriptions
may become luxury items, to say nothing
of a Christmas present.

Marilyn Carlson Nelson, Minnesota’s
most prominent global leader in business
and philanthropy, says our affordable
housing challenge requires a grand
partnership between businesses,
government, and nonprofits. | add caring
and concerned individuals to this list.

It will take all of us working together.
Please continue to give and volunteer so
that even more children can enjoy next
year's holidays in a Habitat home.

Warmly,

JeHeigh



Multitude of
partnerships
revitalizing St. Paul
neighborhoods

Whether building one Habitat for
Humanity home or trying to revitalize
an entire neighborhood, the work goes
better when more people help.

This all-in-together approach is paying
off right now in St. Paul’s Frogtown and
Rondo neighborhoods, one area where
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity has
focused efforts since the foreclosure crisis.

In the past three years, working in
just a small cluster of blocks, Habitat
for Humanity volunteers have built
or rehabbed 11 homes and repaired
11 existing homes through A Brush
with Kindness. The positive impact
is noticeable, and both hope and
neighborhood pride are on the rise.

All this work is thanks to an
outpouring of support from businesses
with strong St. Paul ties, local churches,
and residents passionate about seeing
their neighborhood become a better place
to live. The community groups who’ve
joined in these efforts include Frogtown
Neighborhood Association, Frogtown
Rondo Action Network, Frogtown Rondo
Homefund, Community Stabilization
Project, and the Aurora St. Anthony

Neighborhood Development Corporation.

Advocacy creates homes

More than 100 decent, affordable rental
units will be created or preserved in the
Frogtown and Rondo neighborhood
thanks in part to the advocacy work

of Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity’s
green-shirted Housing Heroes. During
the last legislative session, they pushed
lawmakers to approve bonding that will
result in projects like BROW Nstone
(pictured, middle right) to be built in the
coming years.
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Above, Jowhar is excited to buy a Habitat home in Frogtown where he’ll be able to ride the train to
work and his kids will have a yard to play in. Jowhar built homes and made furniture in his native
Ethiopia, so his sweat equity hours were extra valuable on site.

—— | = i

The Builder’s Circle, Ecolab, Holy Hammers, and PCL were
all primary sponsors of homes built in St. Paul’s Frogtown
neighborhood this summer. More than 1,500 St. Paul
residents volunteered with Habitat for Humanity this year.
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Thanks Thrivent

Said and his son Ahmed worked alongside Thrivent volunteers and
members to complete the family’s new home in Coon Rapids. Said
was so thankful to volunteers that his ‘joy on site was contagious,’
according his Site Supervisor.

Above: Volunteers onsite with Thrivent Financial Representative Diane
Dworshak. In 2014, volunteers, donors and Thrivent members from more than
50 congregations contributed to four local homes through the Thrivent Builds
with Habitat for Humanity partnership. Over the years, Thrivent Financial has
been a part of nearly 100 Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity homes.

Inset: Thrivent Financial CEO Brad Hewitt stopped by a repair project in
St. Paul to personally thank volunteers and members. The Thrivent Builds
Repairs program helped Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity partner with five
low-income homeowners needing critical repairs this year.

A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®

Connecting faith & finances for good.™

Thrivent Members have Choice Dollars

If you're a Thrivent Member, make sure you're taking advantage of
the Thrivent Choice program that lets you vote on which nonprofits
are awarded Choice Dollars. You can help local families by voting
your Choice Dollars toward Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity.

Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836.



Read Erv’s entire
Habitat story at
tchabitat.org/erv

THANK YOU, ST. PAUL REGULARS! Front row (left to right): Bill Nye, John Meyer, Tom Rykken, Bill Barrett, Erv
Barrett. Back row: Scott Nelsen, Wood Foster, Bryce Fier, Dutton Foster,

The St. Paul Regular Crew has been going atit, building with David Kronmiller, Allan Cederberg, Lois Parsons, Rob Weum, Bill Skinner.

Twin Cities Habitat, since 1993. Some members have worked Not pictured: Jane Hladky, Chuck Stewart, Russ Ishrandt, Bobby Gordon

[ . , L
on over 200 homes! They joke that they've broken in quite a few Regular Crews work all over the seven-county metro. Send email to

Site Supervisors over the years. Thank you, crew! volunteer@tchabitat.org to learn how to join a crew.
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spots in southeastern Minnesota.

Sign up at www.habitat500.org
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In 1967, Bob Karlstrand

(|
graduated from high school
and enlisted in the Air Force

because he was just 17 years old

Ve t e ra n and the Navy wouldn’t take him.

to donate home




t the height of the Vietnam War,
he was stationed in Bangkok,

Thailand handling logistics for B-52
bombers. “We’d coordinate everything
they needed,” Bob remembers, “and they
were flying 30 missions a day.” That’s a
lot of weight to put on the shoulders of a
20-year-old.

In his time off, Bob toured Thailand.
This was the start of a lifetime of
traveling adventures. Bob has seen
Machu Picchu in Peru and Angkor
Wat in Cambodia, and he’s spent more
than a month traveling by bus to the
immense Iguazu Falls where Paraguay,
Brazil, and Argentina come together.
He’s volunteered in Guatemala and spent
months crisscrossing China. Bob has seen
the world, and now he is preparing to
leave it.

With quiet dignity and powerful
resolve, Bob explains how his colon
cancer has spread to his lungs. It’s getting
harder to breathe and walk. Doctors
told him he has months, not years. He
made the difficult decision not to renew
his stamp-filled passport. He also had to
decide what to do with the home he owns
in Maple Grove. Bob never married and
has no kids.

“The home cost $37,900 in 1976,” Bob
says. “It’s a good home; it could have four

bedrooms. It’s in a quiet neighborhood.

My plan was to give it to a young couple
or family that I'd gotten to know, but I
don’t think I have time for that.”

That’s when Bob found Twin Cities
Habitat for Humanity’s Veterans
Initiative and decided he would donate
his home.

Bob got in contact with Mike Nelson,
Director of Land Development for
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity, and
explained his situation. Mike agreed that
the home would be a great fit for a family
and arranged everything. Bob is going
to stay in the home as long as his health
allows him to. But he already dropped oft
his keys when he filled out the last of the
paperwork.

Bob didn’t set out to get attention for
this amazing act of kindness toward a
family he will never know. When we
asked if we could share his story in

Bob’s hope is that the
next income-qualified
Veteran’s family will
purchase his house and
make it their home for
decades to come.

hopes of inspiring others to support our
work with Veterans, he understood the
motivation and agreed.

Veterans Initiative

Recognizing that Veterans are
disproportionately affected by housing
challenges, Twin Cities Habitat
launched this initiative in 2012 and soon
earned Yellow Ribbon accreditation. In
the past three years, Twin Cities Habitat
volunteers, working through A Brush
with Kindness, have helped repair the
homes of 34 Veterans and their families.
In that same timeframe, four local
Veteran families have completed the
Homeownership Program and purchased
Twin Cities Habitat homes.

Bob’s hope is that the next income-
qualified Veteran’s family will purchase
his house and make it their home for
decades to come.

This year, The Home Depot
Foundation made a $200,000 grant
to keep the ball rolling on our work
with Veterans. That is translating into
an additional 20 repair projects and
hopefully two more Veterans families
buying Habitat homes. Of course, even
more money will allow us to do even
more work. So if this is something you’d
like to support, please contact us at
612-305-7127.

Volunteers from The

Home Depot worked on a
Veteran's home in St. Paul
during the National Day of
Service on September 11.
The Home Depot Foundation
gave $200,000 to support
projects for Twin Cities
Veterans.
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Be a Housing Hero!

It’s easy, empowering, and

you can make a huge impact.
Join us March 3 for Habitat on
the Hill - MN 2015. Everybody
matters. A big crowd will mean
big results.

Also, be part of our April
Challenge and spend one day
at the State Capitol advocating
for housing.

Take action now!
tchabitat.org/advocate

Saue the Date!

Habitat on the Hill - MN
Tuesday, March 3, 2015

Thank you, 2014 Home Sponsors

More than 1,000 families have purchased

a Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity home!

DEVELOPMENT & ROW

Andersen Corporation

The Home Depot Foundation
Thrivent Builds with Habitat
Wells Fargo

LEGACY ($120,000%)
3Mgives
Bluestem Brands, Inc.

Carlson ¢ The Carlson Family Foundation

Entrepreneurs House

First Universalist Church of Minneapolis

Women Build (Hugh J. Andersen
Foundation & Wells Fargo)

KEYSTONE ($90,000")
Delta Air Lines

PCL Construction
Travelers

CORNERSTONE ($60,000%)
Cargill

Ecolab

General Mills

Holy Hammers

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Three Bridge, Keyot ¢ Boom Lab

SUSTAINING ($40,000%)

Ameriprise Financial
Prime Therapeutics

Learn more about sponsorship and volunteering opportunities at www.tchabitat.org.
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www.tchabitat.org/restore

Lighting fixtures
in many styles

50-75% off retail

Many hardware items $1
Low prices.on hand tools!
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your next purchase

Offer excludes sale items and other promotions.

Expires 12/31/2014
HHW2015

Visit our new

ONLINE STORE

shop.tchabitat.org

Use Code Holiday14 until Dec. 31

and get 10% off!
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Hard Hat
Black Tie

April 11, 2015 at the St. Paul RiverCentre

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Tickets available at tchabitat.org/tickets

Thank you,
Minneapolis-based
Valspar!

Official paint supplier to Habitat

for Humanity worldwide. More
than 1.5 million gallons donated!

Join the Book &
Film Club

Take partin lively
conversations inspired

by good books and
thought-provoking movies.

See upcoming events at tchabitat.org/book

HABITAT HERALD

Contributors to this issue: John Hagerman,
Becky Engen, with design by Erin Ahlstrom and
edited by Matt Haugen.

1954 University Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104
651-207-1700 » www.tchabitat.org

» Cont'd from page 1

To complete Habitat’s required
homebuyer classes, Angel would get
help with childcare and Patrick would
come straight from his overnight job
to the morning sessions. They downed
coffee as they learned what you need
to know to succeed as a homeowner:
family budgeting, home maintenance,
how to be a good neighbor.

The paperwork, the sweat equity, the
homeowner training—it all paid off
when they finally signed their mortgage

and got the keys. Now, each mortgage
payment they make will help Habitat
build more homes and help them build
a brighter future for their five children
(Patrick Jr. was born last year).

We must all do our part to break
the cycle of generational poverty. This
holiday season, please extend a hand
to another hardworking family by
making a gift to Twin Cities Habitat for
Humanity today.




Thank you, 2014 Builder’s Circle!

The Builder’s Circle recognizes individuals and family foundations who give more than $1,000 annually. There were 530

members of this generous group who made gifts during fiscal year 2014. In order to be good stewards of our resources, we

are displaying donors of $5,000 and above here. For a full list, see our forthcoming Annual Report. To learn more about
the benefits of membership within the Builder’s Circle contact Lan Freitag at 612-305-7127.
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Bradbury and Janet Anderson

$100,000-$249,999

Anonymous (2)

DeSimone Family Fund

Jack and Gretchen Norqual
Jack and Pamela Safar
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley

$50,000-$99,999

Norman and Kathy Baer

Buuck Family Foundation

Jim and Carmen Campbell - The Campbell
Foundation

Barry and Sharon Mason

Jennifer and Herve Sarteau

$25,000-$49,999

Anonymous (2)

Kevin Filter and Rosemary Kessler

Steve and Susie Fritze Family Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Mark and Nancy Hanson

Kinney Family Foundation

RAFT Charitable Foundation
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Anonymous (2)
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Edward R. Bazinet Foundation
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Cannon Family Foundation
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Todd and Lori Hall
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John and Ruth Huss Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation
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Roger and Pat Kerber

Charles and Mary Kiester

Estate of Virginia Kivits

Carl and Janet Kuhrmeyer

Dave and Sandy Kvamme

Vincent and Deborah Louwagie

Dick and Joyce H. McFarland Family Fund of
the Minneapolis Foundation

Gregory and Lori McMillan

Judy M. McNamara

Mike and Jodi Mooney

Nicholson Brothers Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Ford and Catherine Nicholson

Richard and Nancy Nicholson

Earl D. and Marian N. Olson Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Pamela Olson

Scott and Gretchen Pollei

Rice Family Foundation

Maureen Riedl

Ruby Nora Johnson Fund

Teresa and Ron Sit

Emil J. and Emily D. Slowinski Fund

Tom Spicola and Suzanne Remington

Alan and Barbara Tennessen

Judy Van Osdel

Ted and Nancy Weyerhauser

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (2)

John and Jodi Anfinrud

Ronald and Jacquelyn Belschner
Win Bennett

Timothy and Keli Campbell

Jay and Page Cowles

Lou and Kathy Cristan

Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Vince and Kathleen Digiorno
Brian J. Duoos

Daniel and Corinne Engstrand
Rich and Amy Gammill

Mike Geddis

Mik and Heidi Gusenius

Susan Haigh and Gregg Johnson
Joseph and Joan Hammell

Harry and Lorraine Hammerly

Michael J. Hanson

William and Ann Haugh

David and Dawn Hill

Scott and Jamie Honour

David and Dara Lynn Horner

Mary and Fred Jahnke

Keith and Mary Johnson

Robert and Denise Kokales

James Koll Family Trust

Larry Labonte and Kathryn Shaw

Rick Lancaster and Abigail McKenzie

John Lavander and Nan Owen

James and Diane Mahan

Dr. Jeffrey L. Mandel

Malcolm and Wendy McLean

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Melamed

Allan and Margaret Moore

Jerry and Lisa O’Brien Family Fund of
the Minnesota Community Foundation

Thomas and Bette Plumb

Luther |. Replogle Foundation

Kevin and Nancy Rhein

Thomas and Kristen Ritchie

Sandra B. Roe

Sue and John Rudolph

The Patch Foundation

Daniel and Emily Shapiro

Tia W. Shortridge

Bryan C. Steelman

The Gerald and Kristin Stenson Family Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Peter Torvik and Julie Holland

Noelle and Jeff Turner

Susan L. Vento

Stephen and Katherine Wellington

Jeff and Wendy Wilkinson

Margaret and Angus Wurtele
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