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An Admin Image is often created to speed up the installation of multiple deployments of SOLIDWORKS. It is also 
used when the users want to maintain toolbox or program settings through install. 
 
Reference: 

Part 1 Create the image and Edit Options ………………………. Pg 1 

• Pre Deploy ………………………………………………………………. Pg 9 

Part 2a Deploy the image Manually (Preferred) ………….. Pg 11 

Part 2b Manual from Client Side ……………………………………. Pg 13 

Part 3 Deploy the Image Auto (Not Recommended) ……. Pg 15 

• Adjusting System Permissions Manually ………………. Pg 15 

 
From the host computer or server: 

Part 1: Create the Image and Edit Options 

This section shows how to create the initial image and then edit options for Deployment. 

STEP 1: Find and run the SOLIDWORKS setup.exe file (usually in SolidworksFolder in Program Files on local disk): 

 
 
 
STEP 2: Select Administration Image Button and choose option Create a new image (default settings): 
 
*Note: If there’s already updated admin image files, choose the second button. If you have different operating 
systems on client computers, check box below. 
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STEP 3: Enter Network License Number and click Next (select and input other package keys if needed): 
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STEP 4: Choose image location (somewhere easy to find and share) and click Download and Create Image: 
 

 
 
 
STEP 5: Uncheck “Show me how…” and click Customize Image. This will open the option editor: 
                 *Note: The option editor is located in the folder when the Admin Image was created. 
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STEP 6: Next, it’s common to add groups of machines (with similar options), and machines within those groups 
(with more unique options and settings). This allows for customized deployment of certain settings (per group or 
machine) later on: 
 

 
 
STEP 7: The options are available to be adjusted. With Group selected, click the pencil icon to access options: 
 

 
 

 
STEP 8: Here, any configuration can be made to the products to include, choose desired products to deploy: 
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STEP 9: Select options:  
 
A) Upgrade existing version (choose Create a new major version to keep the old SW version files). 

B) Use current settings or exported settings to maintain existing settings (see section at end of Part 1 for guide). 

C) For auto activation, click New:  
 

 

 
STEP 10: Enter appropriate email address and click OK: 
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*Note: Choose options (Figure 1). Select “Run the install as…” if users don’t have admin rights to their     
computers. Disabling UAC (Windows notification settings) is required for any install type:  
 

 
                                                                     Figure 1 

 

STEP 11: If existing Toolbox location is desired (to deploy) choose Browse, select current file, and choose OK: 

*Note: If doing an update (versus a fresh install), this will overwrite any existing toolbox files on destination 
computers and loss of files is possible. Consider saving a copy of the shared toolbox in a different location than 
current one. 
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Using personalized settings: When it’s preferred to install using customized settings (rather than default), such as 
a custom appearance or option settings within SOLIDWORKS, follow these steps. 

*Note: If a settings.sldreg file already exists, skip steps A-D. 

A) From SOLIDWORKS homepage, click Tools and then select Save/Restore Settings:  

 
 
 
B) When the Copy Settings Wizard opens, click Next:  
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C) Enter a noted save location (so it can easily be found later), select desired options and click Finish:  

 

 

 
D) Click OK to finish:  

 
 
E) From the Options Editor, select a settings file from Copy Wizard and click Browse to find file from steps above. 
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F) Browse to the previous swsettings.sldreg file and click Open:  

 
 
Pre-Deployment 
To finalize the admin image for deployment, the directory where it was created must be shared. 
(Auto or Manual Deployment) – Create a Network Share Folder: 

A) Select folder where admin image is stored, right-click and click on Properties: 
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B) Click the Sharing tab and choose Advanced Sharing: 

 
 
C) Make sure “Share this folder” is checked and choose Permissions: 
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D) Ensure that Everyone has all permissions and click OK: 
*Note: It’s always possible to double-check the folder is shared by accessing it from a client computer (Windows 
Explorer > Network > Admin Computer, and the Admin Image folder should be there). 

 
 

Part 2a: Deploy the Image Manually (Preferred)  
A manual install of SOLIDWORKS with a specific configuration based on the Admin Image created in Part 1. This is 
many times the preferred option for deployment and is used when the clients have administrative rights to their 
profile. It is created from the server/host computer and sent to clients. 

STEP 1: From the main Option Editor window, select Deploy Manually:  
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STEP 2: Select the Machine or Group preferred and click Send Email: 

*Note: To deploy to multiple Groups, repeat this process for each of them. 
 

 

 

STEP 3: This is the link that the client PC users will see and open to install manually. Add addresses you wish to 

send link to: 
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*Note: Before you’ve sent the email, you may see this window pop-up. Select your shared Network Folder (that 
was saved to during image creation and shared in previous step, Pre-Deployment) and hit OK:  

 

         
 

Part 2b: Manual From Client Side 
 

STEP 1: Access the email from the client machine. The link will open this window (if the link doesn’t work from 
your email window, copy and paste into Windows Start search bar). Click Run:  
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STEP 2: Choose Install SOLIDWORKS Products now (it may take a moment while it accesses server): 
 

 

 
 

STEP 3: Click Finish to complete installation (activation should be automatic from here on): 
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Part 3: Deploy the Image (Auto – Not Recommended)  
 
An automatic (push) install of SOLIDWORKS with specific configuration based on the Admin Image made in Part 1. 
 
*Note: In order to deploy automatically, both the clients and host machines need to be on the same Active 
Directory. This can be a long process if installing on many machines. This guide will show the extra step necessary 
in granting proper permissions to client computers to allow for the Task Scheduler install. 
 
Adjust Permissions Manually:  
 
STEP 1: Access Admin Image folder, right-click and Properties:  

 
 
STEP 2: Under the Sharing tab, select Advanced Sharing:  
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STEP 3: Click the Permissions button (after checking Share this folder) and select OK:  
 

 

 
STEP 4: Then check Allow Full Control and Apply, then click Add:  
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STEP 5: From this window (Figure 1), click Object Types and select computer checkbox (Figure 2):  
 

 
                                                           Figure 1 

 

 

 
                                                     Figure 2 
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STEP 6: From the main window, enter your computer name with $ after. Then choose your domain location 
from the pop-out Location button and select OK to exit: 
 
*Note: Workgroup networks may not be supported. 

 

 

 
 
STEP 7: Browse computer for sldAdminOptionEditor.exe at location you specified (usually within Program Files 
on local disk):  
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STEP 8: Select preferred options and enter Network Domain, Username and Password of client to install and 
click Deploy: 
 
*Note: This should be an account that has administrative privileges to the client PC. 

 

 
 
 

 
*Note: After deploying, you may see this window pop-up (Figure 1). Select your shared Network folder through 
the network browsing window (Figure 2) that was saved to during image creation, and hit OK: 

 

 
                                                Figure 1 
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                                    Figure 2 

 

STEP 9: This window will pop up on the client machine, and will close and start installing automatically after 5 
minutes: 
 
*Note: After hitting Deploy, watch the status in the main window. It may say scheduled for quite some time 
before it will say successful install, as it will be a silent installation using less PC resources. 
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