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An Admin Image is often created to speed up the installation of multiple deployments of SOLIDWORKS. It is also
used when the users want to maintain toolbox or program settings through install.

Reference:
Part 1 Create the image and Edit Options ........ccccceevevvnnn... Pgl
@ Pre DePloy e, Pg9
Part 2a Deploy the image Manually (Preferred) ............. Pg 11
Part 2b Manual from Client Side .........cccooeccomrrvceervreeeeee. Pg 13
Part 3 Deploy the Image Auto (Not Recommended) ....... Pg 15
e Adjusting System Permissions Manually ................... Pg 15

From the host computer or server:

Part 1: Create the Image and Edit Options

This section shows how to create the initial image and then edit options for Deployment.

STEP 1: Find and run the SOLIDWORKS setup.exe file (usually in SolidworksFolder in Program Files on local disk):

¢ 0S(C) w setup Application

STEP 2: Select Administration Image Button and choose option Create a new image (default settings):

*Note: If there’s already updated admin image files, choose the second button. If you have different operating
systems on client computers, check box below.
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2
PS5 SOLIDWORKS

Welcom e Welcome to the SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager

Senal Number i

Specify the e of installation:
System Check By HE

Sumim ary Individual inszllation {cannotmodify adminisrative image insilladons)

Pownload ® Adminisoanve image
Creatz a new image using defaull sziings.

Create Image .
() Creats anew image using setngs and filzs from an exisang mage (smaler download),

Finish T e
Mo locatron chosen] vsa
() Servar products

7 pownload and share all fles, Creare individual installs cr adminisratve Images on multple machines vt 3 sngle

dovnioad.

—
@ =
Cancel Help Mext

STEP 3: Enter Network License Number and click Next (select and input other package keys if needed):
SOLIDWORKS Standard, Professional, Premium or SolidNetWork License

e [jre Jjses Jow e |

Back Next
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STEP 4: Choose image location (somewhere easy to find and share) and click Download and Create Image:

Summary
You are creating an administrative image
Note: Additional options are available in the Option Editor after the image is created. See Help for more information

'@ Products CHANGE i

SOLIDWORKS: Besssipime: il "0 Sl o 1 5 plies "h'm-'l-ﬂ B o™
Tonmuigewn oon mepwenicn, ToCe [CeeiCel 0 F D ey Cecwegen o Tessieen | o peeegeie oy sl csin sy R A,

- TS L e

bl el RS
o Il B e e e e PR S e E R T u T e
I N e _ L N N n - I. I. - | - _
i Bl v el i R, I i Nirie v
U M T a
l@ Download Options CHANGEy
{%}Administrative Image Location CHANGEi
New image location: CASOUDWORKS Admin\SOLIDWORKS ]

Estimated image sige: 1= &
Estimated download siz | I ]

@ @

Back Download and
Create Image

I accept the terms of the SOLIDWORKS

License Aareement

STEP 5: Uncheck “Show me how...” and click Customize Image. This will open the option editor:
*Note: The option editor is located in the folder when the Admin Image was created.

Administrative Image Creation Is Complete

Eshow me how to install this image on a client.

Note: Click Customize Image to customize your Administrative Image options using the Option Editor. (See Help for

more information). You can return to the Option Editor at any time. \

Customize Image
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STEP 6: Next, it's common to add groups of machines (with similar options), and machines within those groups

(with more unique options and settings). This allows for customized deployment of certain settings (per group or
machine) later on:

@ Administrative Image Option Editor SOLIDWORKS

Setup | Deploy Manually | Deploy Automatically

Engineering
. Same as Global Settings except for the following:
Machine 9 P 9

Serial Numbers

STEP 7: The options are available to be adjusted. With Group selected, click the pencil icon to access options:

m Administrative Image Option Editor SOLIDWORKS

Setup | Deploy Manually | Deploy Automatically
2o x

= €9 Global Settings E
=) Serial Numbers
[0 Manufacturing En

SOLIDWORKS Standard, Professional, Premium or SolidNetWork License

(|G | [ | | [P | |
O "l L. Carraans
[ S == u g g 0

[ el I - | e e Mgl

STEP 8: Here, any configuration can be made to the products to include, choose desired products to deploy:

@ Administrative Image Option Editor SOLIDWORKS

Setup | Deploy Manually | Deploy Automatically

2o x @ Engineering
£ € Global Settings -
o &2 Engineering =) Serial Numbers

J Manufacturing Ent

SOLIDWORKS Standard, Professional, Premium or SolidNetWork License

9000 |[0168 |[8096 |[9295 |[FBCS5 |[7TFF8 |
[§ SOLIDWORKS Composer

[ SOLIDWORKS Composer Player Pro

[ SOLIDWORKS Electrical Schematic
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STEP 9: Select options:
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A) Upgrade existing version (choose Create a new major version to keep the old SW version files).

B) Use current settings or exported settings to maintain existing settings (see section at end of Part 1 for guide).

C) For auto activation, click New:

=) Client Installation Options

How do you want to perform client installations of major versions?
Note: Both options will update the installation when applying a service pack.
Elupgrade an existing major version (if one exists).
O Create a new major version.
Location for new installation (if needed):
o e Ml i el 1 1=

How do you want to apply SOLIDWORKS Settings?

Note: These settings can be obtained by running the Copy Settings Wizard.
Eluse current settings (if they exist) or use SOLIDWORKS default settings
' Use a settings file exported from the Copy Settings Wizard.

How do you want to activate client installations?
[ElActivate automatically when each client installation completes.

O Do not activate automatically.

Browse

Browse...

New...

STEP 10: Enter appropriate email address and click OK:

(=) Client Installation Options

How do you want to perform client installations of major versions?
Note: Both options will update the installation when applying a service pack.
®Upgrade an existing major version (if one exists).
O Create a new major version.
Location for new installation (if needed):
C:\Program Files\SOLIDWORKS Corp

How do you want

Note: These settin ~- -/ 0WORKS Product Activation ttings Wizard.
@® Use current s default settings
OUse a setting Enter the following activation contact information. d.

How do you want
@®Activate auto |emai | Admin Email Address letes.

.

Do not activa

Browse.

C:\SOLIDWC t\swactwiz\AutoActivation.xml
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*Note: Choose options (Figure 1). Select “Run the install as...” if users don’t have admin rights to their

computers. Disabling UAC (Windows notification settings) is required for any install type:

=) Administrative Options

[1Create a diagnostic log during each installation (slower.)
un the installation as a different user.

Note: Use this for client computers that do not have administrative privileges (UAC must be disabled).
[1Run a program before installation:

[JRun a program after installation:

Do you want clients to participate in the SOLIDWORKS Customer Experience Program?
OYes, I want to join
O No, thank you
®Remind me later

Figure 1

STEP 11: if existing Toolbox location is desired (to deploy) choose Browse, select current file, and choose OK:

*Note: If doing an update (versus a fresh install), this will overwrite any existing toolbox files on destination

computers and loss of files is possible. Consider saving a copy of the shared toolbox in a different location than
current one.

=) Toolbox/Hole Wizard Options

SOLIDWORKS Toolbox includes a library of standard hardware. If you have multiple users, you might want
to choose a central location for these files.

Specify the Toolbox location for the client computer.

- . - -

Browse... |
Note: If the location contains an older major version of Toolbox, that Toolbox will be upgraded,
and the files will no longer be compatible with previous major versions of SOLIDWORKS.
~—[x]
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Using personalized settings: When it’s preferred to install using customized settings (rather than default), such as

a custom appearance or option settings within SOLIDWORKS, follow these steps.
*Note: If a settings.sldreg file already exists, skip steps A-D.
A) From SOLIDWORKS homepage, click Tools and then select Save/Restore Settings:

2 2 I
DS soLDwoRrs 1 e 'nw- Hep |

SOUTAWIORKS Appiications

Hpross Products ==
Design Chacker |
Compam &
Driveiaries Saln =
Macn |
’:l?zir Set it.r
=
=]
E opticns. 1%
Y
B) When the Copy Settings Wizard opens, click Next:
& SOLIDWORKS Copy Settings Wizard X
O Welcome to the SOLIDWORKS Copy Settings Wizard
=2 __MJ f This wizard allows you to save or restore customization settings for SOLIDWORKS
- toolbars, shortcuts, menus, and system preferences
-;.'
) v , Choose which task you would like to perform
B —
o . Save Settings -
\ ” g Save the SOLIDWORKS settings for
e Pl g {0 3 file.
Cirt -
ol T8
— Restore Settings -
‘;Z{ SOLIDWORKS j@ Restore SOLIDWORKS settings from a file
<Hack Next = I Cancel
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C) Enter a noted save location (so it can easily be found later), select desired options and click Finish:

- SOLIDWORKS Copy Serings Wizsrd »
& By o

Save Semngs 1o File

Choose a lecaten and name for the seings fils [ sideg)

|¢ == Tt Biowse ||

Save thesa saltings
|+ System aptions
[+ Tootsar aysut

@ Allosibars
 Macre wolbar onfy

=
5 SOLIDWORS

[F" Keybenrd shariculs
[¥ Mouse gestures
[ Menu customizaion

¥ Savad Views

<Back Finish Cancel I

D) Click OK to finish:

SOLIDWORKS Copy Settings Wizard X

I@ SOLIDWORKS settings have been written to

- w wmm' e Fae w o e e’ ae

N

E) From the Options Editor, select a settings file from Copy Wizard and click Browse to find file from steps above.

(= client Installation Options

How do you want to perform client installations of major versions?

Note: Both options will update the installation when applying a service pack.
@®Upgrade an existing major version (if one exists).
OCreate a new major version.
Location for new installation (if needed):

el 1 TETIE y

How do you want to apply SOLIDWORKS Settings?

Note: These settings can be obtained by running the Copy Settings Wizard.
O Use current settings (if they exist) or use SOLIDWORKS default settings
[ElUse a settings file exported from the Copy Settings Wizard.

=]

toll free: (866) 378-6829 e technical support: (952) 224-5334 e support@alignex.com e www.alignex.com


http://www.alignex.com/

@
al I ne .( Alignex Quick Guide:
Admin Image Install

F) Browse to the previous swsettings.sldreg file and click Open:

Drganize = Mew folder E- @ B8
L -  Name . e
=L AN
T Tl I T i
i I B e
b ki ——
: oy v—
e o b
N e
L T e
0 e

oy E e —
& P r—
ol B i

H ‘e L B g e i
L. O§ = e w
g P by b | SLOREG Fire

L 4 ¥

File names | o | [SOUDWORKS Seitngsle -

D Use Erngi %
Variable S S

Pre-Deployment
To finalize the admin image for deployment, the directory where it was created must be shared.

(Auto or Manual Deployment) — Create a Network Share Folder:

A) Select folder where admin image is stored, right-click and click on Properties:

= . 3 el e ) b—— w zearch S
B e *  Name ) Trpe
ke TR - Fie delder

Em Ogen
P Dper in rew mingdoy
. = Fin tc- Juic aooess
] e e Ml e g Sran lorseourity thiezts
= =
e Eive mcex 10 >
Ll Restore previou wemicns
= Inchade in berary *
Fpm i Fin b Start
Bt bl ol
i Sed *
T L.
ot
[l o
Copw
P R
I P R Tt
PR Y T Lokl
Rzname
[ = =
g Properies
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B) Click the Sharing tab and choose Advanced Sharing:

LR = - - =

General Security Previous Versions Customize

rk File and Folder Sharing

e - L] L e a L]
1 el

Network Path:

Mot Shared

Advanced Sharing

Set custom permissions, cr, multiple shares, and set other
advanced sharing options.

I GAdva nced Sharing... I

C) Make sure “Share this folder” is checked and choose Permissions:

Advanced Sharing *

R share this foider
—
Share name:
| ma g w @ T [

Add Remove
Limit the number of simuitaneous users to: 20

Comments: >
cu

OK || Cancel | Apply

Alignex Quick Guide:
Admin Image Install
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D) Ensure that Everyone has all permissions and click OK:
*Note: It's always possible to double-check the folder is shared by accessing it from a client computer (Windows

Explorer > Network > Admin Computer, and the Admin Image folder should be there).

Permissions flor Evenyons
Fuill Control

Change
Read

Part 2a: Deploy the Image Manually (Preferred)

A manual install of SOLIDWORKS with a specific configuration based on the Admin Image created in Part 1. This is
many times the preferred option for deployment and is used when the clients have administrative rights to their

profile. It is created from the server/host computer and sent to clients.

STEP 1: From the main Option Editor window, select Deploy Manually:

M Administrative inage Gplion Editor SOLIDWORKS = 0%
Setup [[Deploy Manuallyll Deploy Automatically
oo X # Global Settings

@ Global Setfings -
=) Serial Numbers

SOLIDWORKS: S0ON-TEN S0 NS el
B Il K Depandame « 00" T4 pd BID §ial DT J0ED

= Client Installation Options
Installation Location; e ¥y lm om0y
Installation Method: Upgrade
Uninstall Firsk: No

Copy Settings Wizard: Use Current or default settings
Activation: Manual

% Administrative Options
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STEP 2: Select the Machine or Group preferred and click Send Email:

Alignex Quick Guide:
Admin Image Install

*Note: To deploy to multiple Groups, repeat this process for each of them.

B[ Administrative Image Option Editor SOLIDWORKS

Setup | Deploy Manually | Deploy Automaticall

Available for
Installation

Status 4

& DefaultUser Available Now

&= Engineerin Available Now
ID Machinel i Available Now

<

Machinel

= serial Numbers

SOLIDWORKS: 00 [ il i Bt e 01
il s e e e e

=0 L
v

>

|E\ Create Desktop Shortcut to this Option Editor

L .
\|| Send Email | OK]| Close || Help |

STEP 3: This is the link that the client PC users will see and open to install manually. Add addresses you wish to

send link to:

From:

To: Enter destination address(s) here

SOLIDWORKS Installation Link

Click this link <file://t ©alnfvmtin i

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

=

K  Cc&Bcc

SO e D a\StartSWinstall.hta> to begin the
installation of SOLIDWORKS on your computer.
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*Note: Before you've sent the email, you may see this window pop-up. Select your shared Network Folder (that

was saved to during image creation and shared in previous step, Pre-Deployment) and hit OK:

Browse for Folder X

Warning % = Shared network folder |

Choose a network path
A shared network path is required for client computers to access
StartSWinstall.hta

et e, i T e ]

This path is not a network path

= [ =]

Part 2b: Manual From Client Side

STEP 1: Access the email from the client machine. The link will open this window (if the link doesn’t work from
your email window, copy and paste into Windows Start search bar). Click Run:

We can't venfy who created this file. Are you sure you want to
run this file?

Mame: .. testmachl\SolidWaorks Image'StartSWinstall.hta
i Type: HTML Application
From: ‘imiketestmachl'SolidWorks Image\StartSWinst...

An || Gance ]

locations you don't recognize can ham your PC. Onby run this file f

@ This file iz in a location outside your local networ. Files from
you trust the location. What's the sk ?
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STEP 2: Choose Install SOLIDWORKS Products now (it may take a moment while it accesses server):

B How to fart the SOUDWORES sofiware ingtaliz tion

SOLIDWORKS

= installation af SOLIDWORKS on the local compoter:
Insial SOLIDWORKS producls now '

Click Uninstall SOLIDWORKS products now to start the uninstall of SOLIDWORKS on the local computer:

Select the types afib=ms ta ramove from the cherk compuker. Uns eleded d=ms will remain on the computer.
= Pragram Files and Fakder

Frogram Files zad folders are removed by the standard urinsi=l,
I Registry Ertries

This wall remove serizt numbers 2nd custom: settings from the registry,
[l Data Files and Folders

"~ This will delet custam Fles stored in the deta falders on the dient compater, such as Toobor, It wil not delete and fl=s o folders From ather folders, other computers, ar network lacationa.

Urinstall SOLIDWORKS products mow

STEP 3: Click Finish to complete installation (activation should be automatic from here on):

Installation is Complete

Join the SOLIDWORKS Customer Experience Improvement Program

Participation helps improve the quality and stability of SOLIDWORKS products.

SolidWorks Corp. does not access or collect model data or information about any of your other software applications.
Participation does not impact the performance of SOLIDWORKS products.

Tell me more

® Yes, I wantto join
() No, thank you
\ (O Remind me later

Thank you for joining!

Nm

Finish
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Part 3: Deploy the Image (Auto — Not Recommended)

An automatic (push) install of SOLIDWORKS with specific configuration based on the Admin Image made in Part 1.
*Note: In order to deploy automatically, both the clients and host machines need to be on the same Active
Directory. This can be a long process if installing on many machines. This guide will show the extra step necessary

in granting proper permissions to client computers to allow for the Task Scheduler install.

Adjust Permissions Manually:

STEP 1: Access Admin Image folder, right-click and Properties:

o e
- - 1 T W LT TR wi) | Sainh s
[ IS 2 e
L e e Pt
(5 Open
pan i fan ko
el Vo Dl aoas
i WA M Scan forsecunty et
- 0 83005 10 }
L slie frridn s wctios
i Tt i Peray o
S S A S
- s Serad fn
W PR L
L
1 .
Copy
1 Iy
e, ISR,
T Yoy Dsiohe
Renarive
e
i [P

STEP 2: Under the Sharing tab, select Advanced Sharing:

mwm  fm ] g—— X

General Security  Previous Versions  Customize

rk File and Folder Sharing
1 e
Network Path:
Not Shared

Advanced Sharing

Set custom permissions. crelite multiple shares, and set other
advanced sharing options

GAdva nced Sharing...
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STEP 3: Click the Permissions button (after checking Share this folder) and select OK:

Advanced Sharing bos

Edshare this folder
S
Share name:
[t pama |

Add Remove
Limit the number of simultaneous users to: 20 |..3..|

Comments: »
coves

oK || Cancel || Aply |

STEP 4: Then check Allow Full Control and Apply, then click Add:

Share Permissions

Group or user names:

B8 Everyone
b
Pemissions for Everyone a5 Allow Deny
Full Control 1
Read = E

oK || cance || ooy |
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STEP 5: From this window (Figure 1), click Object Types and select computer checkbox (Figure 2):

Seiect Users, Computers, Service Accounts, or Groups »

Select this object type: \

Users. Groups. or Builtn security principals | Object Types...
From this location:
i e e i | Locations... |

Enter the object names to select (zxamples):

| Advanced.. 0K Cancel

Figure 1

Object Types b4
Select the types of objects you want to find,

Object types:

(1 8, Buiitin security principals
D@W Accounts

B 1% computers

El%ﬁmms \

M & Users

oK | cancel

Figure 2
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STEP 6: From the main window, enter your computer name with $ after. Then choose your domain location
from the pop-out Location button and select OK to exit:

*Note: Workgroup networks may not be supported.

Select Users, Computers, Service Accounts, or Groups .
Select this object type:
Users, Groups. or Built4n securnty prncipals [ﬁ:jer.:t Types... i
From this location:
Domain Name ~ Locations... ||

Enterthe object names to select (examples):

computername$ Checlk Names

Advanced... | 0K Cancel

STEP 7: Browse computer for sldAdminOptionEditor.exe at location you specified (usually within Program Files
on local disk):

”~

B Name Type

= (5 ]

[ =R i - L

=TT I m sldAdminOptionEditor Application

- — startswinstall \ Application

— D StartSWinstall HTML Application
— *

H F -

toll free: (866) 378-6829 e technical support: (952) 224-5334 e support@alignex.com e www.alignex.com

18


http://www.alignex.com/

alignexx

Alignex Quick Guide:
Admin Image Install

STEP 8: Select preferred options and enter Network Domain, Username and Password of client to install and

click Deploy:

*Note: This should be an account that has administrative privileges to the client PC.

Bl Administrative Image Option Fditar  S01 IDWORKS

r
1]
"

Setup | Deploy Manually | Deploy Automatically

Deploy Status 4
¥ DafaultUser
5 Engineering |
1 Machinel 3]

Deploy SOLIDWORKS without user interaction or administrative
privileges.

= Install Time

EiMow
Crlater

(= Client Options

Insta!J or Upgrade SOLIDWORKS
Crlninstall SOLIDWORKS
_JReboot computer automatically.

= Client Credentials

Domain:  [Damain Mama |

Username: [Adminisiratos

Pasaword

*Note: After deploying, you may see this window pop-up (Figure 1). Select your shared Network folder through
the network browsing window (Figure 2) that was saved to during image creation, and hit OK:

Warning

Choose a network path

A shared network path is required for client computers to access \

StartSwinstall.hta

‘ Browse...

This path is not a network path

Figure 1

| QK | ‘ Cancel
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Browse for Folder >

@' Metwork

W Bgpm” ol

> - Shared network folder

I 0K I Cancel

Figure 2

STEP 9: This window will pop up on the client machine, and will close and start installing automatically after 5
minutes:

*Note: After hitting Deploy, watch the status in the main window. It may say scheduled for quite some time
before it will say successful install, as it will be a silent installation using less PC resources.

SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager bt

) SOLIDWORKS will start installing automatically in 5
; minutes or click OK to start it now.

OK
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