
Silica Matrix
 
 
 
 

Do you perform tasks in Table 1 
or have respirable crystalline 

silica exposures at or above 25 
ug/m3 

 
 

No 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes/Maybe 

 
 
 

Overview of OSHA’s Respirable 
Crystalline Silica Standard for 
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1926.1153 

 
 

Evaluate your 
tasks against 

Table 1 

 
For tasks where you 

will comply with Table 1 

Follow 
requirements in 

Table 1 and items 
that follow 

 
 

For tasks where table 1 is not applicable 
or where you will not comply with table 1 

 
 
 

sampling/objective 
analysis (d) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Utilize engineering 
and work practice 

controls 

 
 
 

Will employees need 
protection? 

 
 

 

Yes No 
 

recordkeeping 
requirements are 

followed (j) 

Conduct air 
sampling (d), 

follow 
recordkeeping 

requirements (j). 

 
Provide respiratory 

protection,  
training, fit testing, 
written program (e) 

 
 
 
 

What is 
exposure 

level? 
 
 
 
 
 

Above 25 ug/m3 and 
below 50 ug/m3 

50 ug/m3  
 
 

Does exposure 
remain at/above 

PEL? 
 
 
 

No 

 
 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
 

No 

 
 
 
 

Any employee required to 
wear respirator more than 

30 days per year 
 

Yes 

Provide medical 
surveillance (h) and 

ensure recordkeeping 
requirements are 

followed (j) 
 

Identify competent 
person and Develop 

written exposure 
control plan (g) 

 
 
 
 

Ensure 
housekeeping 

requirements are 
followed (f) 

Ensure respirable silica is covered 
in hazard communication program 

and employees receive specific 
respirable silica training (i) 

 
 
 

 
 

No further action 
necessary 

Evaluate exposure control plan 
annually and update as 

necessary. Then return to 
beginning to ensure all tasks 

have been identified. 
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