
Zinsco Electrical Panels

How is an electrical panel supposed to work?
•  An electrical panel includes bus bars, which conduct a major current 

of electricity from incoming feeders.
•  Circuit breakers connect to bus bars and safely distribute electricity 

throughout the building.
•  Each circuit breaker protects the electric current flowing to a specific 

appliance or outlet.
•  The circuit breaker will trip (shut off) the flow of electricity if it senses 

the current is overloaded or short-circuited.
•  When a circuit breaker trips, it prevents the wiring from overheating 

and starting an electrical fire.

Zinsco panels may have significant design flaws.
The design flaws identified in Zinsco panels include:

•  Certain components in the panel contain aluminum wiring. This 
presents a safety concern because aluminum wiring rusts, which can 
decrease the effectiveness of the electrical conductor. Additionally, 
aluminum wiring can lead to overheating and interfere with electricity 
flow.

•  The bus bars easily corrode and overheat, damaging the connection 
between the breaker and bus bar.

•  The design of the Zinsco electrical panel allows breakers to slide up 
and down the bus bars if a breaker is absent. This leads to short-
circuiting.

•  The breakers’ interior tripping 
mechanisms sometimes get jammed. 
This will indicate that the breaker is off 
when, in reality, the breaker is still on. 
Therefore, the breaker isn’t providing 
any overload protection. This can lead to 
the panel overheating and starting a fire.

Fact: Zinsco electric panels 
could leave property owners 
at risk for both fire and electric 
shock as a result of failing to 
operate properly as much as 
25% of the time. 

In the 1970’s, the  manufactur-
ing of Zinsco panels came to a 
stop. Sylvania then bought the 
company, which is why Zin-
sco equipment is occasionally 
identified as Zinsco-Sylvania or 
GTE-Sylvania-Zinsco. Experts 
say that Zinsco panels that 
were produced more than 30 
years ago do not meet current 
safety regulations. Further-
more, these panels would not 
receive today’s UL listing. 

To identify a Zinsco panel, 
look for a vertical line of color-
coded circuit breaker handles 
down the middle of the 
electrical box. Zinsco panels 
also typically have the logo 
at the top of the panel. Due 
to the deficiencies found in 
these panels and the adverse 
effects the panels can cause, 
Zinsco electrical panels should 
be replaced. 
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Damage created by a malfunctioning Zinsco panel is not observable on superficial 
inspection

Even after the cover of a Zinsco panel is removed, everything can appear fine and seem to be operating, however, 
what isn’t visible from the front can cause serious issues. Upon exploring the components within a Zinsco electrical 
box, electricians sometimes find that breakers have melted to the bus bars and, therefore, cannot be removed. This is 
because an overload of current is being drawn due to the increase in today’s electrical demands. In that condition, a 
breaker would not be able to trip and possibly allow an unsafe amount of electricity into the home. This could lead 
to a potential fire or increase the risk of an electrical shock. 

Most Zinsco panels that are still in use are more than 40 years old. As time has passed, electricians and home 
inspectors have found that Zinsco panels can work fine for many years, but as electrical demands have increased, 
these panels can overheat, melt, and arc.

A licensed electrician should be the only person removing breakers from a Zinsco Panel. Due to their 
qualifications, they’re able to determine if the breakers have melted to the bus bars. Breakers 
can appear to be off when they’re actually still conducting electricity. In these situations, serious 
electrical shock risks are present.

Copyright © West Bend Mutual Insurance Company 2018.


