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What is Project 
B as ed L earning?



“
Project based learning is a method of teaching where students 
investigate a real world problem for an extended period of time 

acquiring new knowledge and skills. Projects usually begin with an 
open-ended question that involves students investigating and 
researching to come up with their own answers and solutions.  

Students use technology tools within the process to collaborate, 
plan, research, and develop a product for a real-world audience.  

Students begin to develop 21st century skills through
questioning, critical thinking and inquiry.
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Place your screenshot here

PB L  
E x plained
F rom : PB L Work s
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8
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Example PBL Uni ts

Good teachers 
always have a plan!  
Begin by identifying 
what your students 
should learn 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

Students brainstorm to discuss 
a problem within their 
community they would like to 
solve.  Community members 
can also meet with students to 
learn about what they do to 
help the community.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

Once they have chosen an 
issue and discussed a solut ion 
they draft  an email to be sent 
to the appropriate member of 
the community.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

Students wait  for city officials 
to reply to their emails.  
Students then share their ideas 
for the community and replies 
from city officials with the 
class.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

The assignment really came to 
LIFE for Isabella when the city 
actually installed a light a few 
months later!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy


Where do I 
begin?
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1

Think

What unit do I want 
to transform or 

renovate?

Time

How long do I want 
your unit to be? 

What project 
outcomes will I 

provide students?

2

Planning

How will I devote 
time to plan upfront? 
What resources will I 

gather? How will I 
use backward 

design for planning? 

3

Communication

How will I 
communicate the 

project to students, 
parents, 

administration, and 
possibly the 
community?

4

Project

How will I make sure 
that I am teaching 

through the project? 
How will I provide 

students with 
project 

expectations?

5

Reflection

How will I reflect 
during and after the 

project?
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Gett ing Started wi th PBL 



Design 
E lements  
Check lis t

○ Challenging problem or question

○ Sustained Inquiry

○ Authenticity 

○ Student voice and choice

○ Reflect ion

○ Crit ique and revise

○ Public product

14

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bz7jKYSWTTzQS4KPgcfuLDRsdJ-IIBAC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bz7jKYSWTTzQS4KPgcfuLDRsdJ-IIBAC/view?usp=sharing


Project Design Rubric
Resource Folder
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https://my.pblworks.org/system/files/documents/PBLWorks_Project_Design_Rubric_v2019.pdf
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Planning can also be 
simple and teacher 
friendly.  W hatever 
works best for you 
and your students. 



Place your screenshot here

Introducing PB L  to 
S tudents - L aunch 
E vents

○ Videos
○ Guest Speakers
○ Virtual Field Trips
○ Story
○ Art icle/News
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Example PBL Uni ts

Click here to see this lesson in action!

Good teachers always 
have a plan!   Begin by 
identifying what your 
students should learn & 
explaining to them how 
they will be assessed.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
http://mrgigliotti.com/revamp%20January%202015_Building_Your_Own_Colony.htm
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Example PBL Uni ts

Click here to see this lesson in action!

W e begin with 
challenging & 
thought provoking 
questions for 
discussion & inquiry

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
http://mrgigliotti.com/revamp%20January%202015_Building_Your_Own_Colony.htm
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Example PBL Uni ts

Click here to see this lesson in action!

Good PBLs give 
students choices to 
discuss & make with 
their classmates.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
http://mrgigliotti.com/revamp%20January%202015_Building_Your_Own_Colony.htm
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Example PBL Uni ts

Click here to see this lesson in action!

Students share and 
present their work 
to the class and 
others!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
http://mrgigliotti.com/revamp%20January%202015_Building_Your_Own_Colony.htm
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Example PBL Uni ts
Muncha, Muncha, Muncha

https://www.pitsco.com/Engineering/Teaching-Engineering/Everyday-STEM/Technology-Design-Loop-Poster
https://www.pitsco.com/Engineering/Teaching-Engineering/Everyday-STEM/Technology-Design-Loop-Poster
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owHF9iLyxic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owHF9iLyxic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYoBYQqiP-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYoBYQqiP-8
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Example PBL Uni ts

https://www.pitsco.com/Engineering/Teaching-Engineering/Everyday-STEM/Technology-Design-Loop-Poster
https://www.pitsco.com/Engineering/Teaching-Engineering/Everyday-STEM/Technology-Design-Loop-Poster
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Example PBL Uni ts

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qfwSPyuRgZwGPClipl7qW9uad6tuLl60
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qfwSPyuRgZwGPClipl7qW9uad6tuLl60
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Example PBL Uni ts

Students learn 
about economics by 
producing & 
consuming items.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy


29

Example PBL Uni ts

Students brainstorm and 
research ideas for a cool 
new product.  They can 
also poll their classmates 
to test the market!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

Students develop a new 
product, use resources 
to produce the product 
in real life, and create 
market ing for their 
product. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
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Example PBL Uni ts

It’s t ime to sell your 
product and use your 
profits to purchase some 
cool new items at 
Market Day!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MBqNtkWFy4swt4c4z1EvMUmPA7ihXVMw6XWiGnh207s/copy


Where do I f ind 
ex perts  for my 
unit?

Community-
Parents, Local 

businesses

Virtual Field 
Trips/Global 
Collaborat ive 

Sites

Social Media-
Twitter, 
LinkedIn
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Project Based 
T eaching R ubric
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Quali ty 
F eedback
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Feedback -
F is hbowl
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Template for 
L etter to 
P arents
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Student Self 
R eflection 
Guide

text



PBL R es ources
E dutopia Project B as ed L earning

PB L Work s

Paul’s  R es ources
L es s on Plans  & R es ources

PB L  T oolk it
V ideos , Ideas , S am ples , R ubrics

Google Drive F older of R es ources
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https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning
https://www.pblworks.org/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e0p3Sw7lWX4FrjTKG7VCMkZuy0bjr42f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t78GngP87Fi1Ro1WJEV5Ef9T30qFyALfFsx7IoNDuIs/copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Pnbepguq52ZBcRs_bZ_q1tL1v841woDr?usp=sharing
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