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RAIDER HISTORY

Welcome to the 102nd year of Ocean City High School foot-
ball!  Few schools in this area, in this country for that mat-
ter, can boast of over one-hundred years on the gridiron.  
Football in Ocean City is almost as old as football itself.  It 
came to the high school in 1918, the year the NJSIAA was 
formed and the year America helped the Allies topple Kai-
ser Wilhelm in what was supposed to be “The War to End 
All Wars.” 

One hundred and two years later, the Red Raiders enter the 
2019 campaign.   Here’s a look back at some of the great 
players and epic seasons of more than a century of OCHS 
football: 

The first 50 years featured some successful teams. The 
Raiders were 9-0 in 1932 under Coach Von Henroid and 
were named South Jersey Group 2 champions. The 1945 
team was 7-0-1 under Wilbur Clark, winning a South Jer-
sey Group 1 title. And Ocean City won back-to-back Group 
1 championships under Fenton Carey, for whom the sta-
dium is now named, in 1948-49. OCHS also won four Cape-
Atlantic League crowns under Carey, as well as one in 1951 
under Coach Ed Cardner and again in 1967 led by John 
Cervino.  

The 1970s featured a string of successful seasons under 
Coach “Iron” Mike Slaveski, who introduced weight train-
ing to the program.  The Raiders continue to honor Mike’s 
contributions by giving an annual memorial award in his 
name to the player most dedicated to off-season weight 
training.   

Slaveski gave way to Ed Woolley, who in 1984 brought 
Ocean City its first Group III title by leading a 10-1 squad 
to victory over Willingboro in the ultimate game.  Wool-
ley’s teams were known for their toughness and their 
brand of “power” football, which made Ocean City one of 
the most physically-imposing teams in the league at that 
time.  Woolley was succeeded as head coach by a pair of 
his assistants - OCHS alum Tony Galante, and former NFL 
linebacker Wayne Colman.

In the 1990s, Coach Gary Degenhardt presided over the 
greatest era in the history of the program.  Degenhardt’s 
teams won or shared six Cape-Atlantic crowns and three 
sectional championships from 1992-2000.  In 1996, the 
Raiders capped a 12-0 season by defeating Shawnee for 
the Group IV title behind 284 yards rushing from current 
OCHS running backs coach Kevin Sinclair.  In 1998, the 
Raiders toppled Toms River South 34-22 to win the Group 
III crown at Rutgers Stadium.  A season later, a 7-4 under-
dog squad won Group III again when it shocked arch-rival 
and previously undefeated Mainland 21-18 at Rutgers.  The 
Mainland-Ocean City rivalry was perhaps the greatest in 
South Jersey during the 1990s, as each team won three 
sectional championships and battled each other for the 
league title nearly every season.  The 1996 game, which 
Ocean City won 6-5 in a Nor’easter that saw wind gusts up 
to 60 miles per hour, featured over 15 players who would 
eventually play in college.  It lives on as one of the great 
wins in school history.  Coach Degenhardt stepped down 
in 2005, and the program has been manned by his former 
assistants, Mark Impagliazzo and Kevin Smith, ever since. 
Among the players from the early era selected to the OCHS 
All-Century Team for the 1900s were Charles Adelizzi 
(1929), John LePore (1929), John Carey (1929), Olaf Droz-

dov (1931), Frank Stedem (1931), Fenton Carey (1931), Tony 
Dattilo (1932), Romeo Adelizzi (1932), Reg Ewan (1932), Ar-
chie Harris (1936), Len Foglio (1947), Joe Avis (1948), Bill 
Ewing (1948), Andy Jernee (1950), Dick Ely (1950), Walt 
Buckholtz (1950), Tom Oves (1950), Don Tarves (1959), Jack 
Davis (1959), Al Whiteside (1959), Bob Glaspey (1967) and 
Jack Neall (1967).    

Players from the 1970s-90s include Mario Conte (1970), 
Mike Baldini (1972), George Savitski (1972), Bill Keele 
(1972), Frank Sannino (1972), Mike Linahan (1975), Joe My-
ers (1976), Tim Chatburn (1976), Kevin Murphy (1979), Fritz 
Ferrell (1984), David Miller (1984), Frank Sayers (1984), John 
Murphy (1984), Trip Snyder (1984), Chris Gunnels (1985), 
Leon Brown (1987), Doug Colman (1990), George Karayian-
nis (1990), Danny Davis (1992), Rick Lipford (1993), Josh 
Baker (1994), Matt Daher (1995), Steffon Davis (1995), Kevin 
Sinclair (1996), Greg Lefever (1996), Matt Lefever (1996), 
Dennis Singleton (1996), Scott Lipford (1996), Pete Simon 
(1997), Ernie Nelson (1997), Austin Martin (1998), Brian Di-
Donoto (1998), Ray Rogers (1998), Matt Chila (1999), Al Genz 
(1999), and Ryan Taylor (2000). 

In the 2000s, Steve Cook (2002), AJ Harris (2006), Rob Zauck 
(2008), Chris Curran (2009), Frank Woolley (2013), Christian 
Baumgardner (2015), Andrew Donoghue (2016), Dan Walsh 
(2016), Art Spackman (2017) and Brandon Lashley (2018) 
have been standout performers. 

Among career leaders at OCHS, Kevin Sinclair is the all-time 
leading rusher, with a career total of 5,380 yards, which was 
a South Jersey record from 1996-2011.  Sinclair also leads 
in career touchdowns (87) and points scored (532).  Andrew 
Donoghue is the passing yardage leader, with 3,258.  Al Genz 
has the most career touchdown passes (30) and Ryan Taylor 
has the most career receptions (97).  On the defensive side 
of the ball, Ray Rogers leads in career interceptions with 10.  
Ernie Nelson’s 21 career sacks rank first, while David Miller 
has the most career takeaways with 13. 

Finally, Ocean City boasts one career NFL player, Doug Col-
man, who played for the Giants, Titans and Browns, and ap-
peared with the Titans in Super Bowl 34 in 2000.  Doug’s 
father, Wayne, who coached at OCHS from 1973-1998, also 
played in the NFL for nine seasons with the Eagles and New 
Orleans Saints.  The Colmans are one of the few father-son 
duos ever to play in the NFL. 

101 years of Raider football in the books and many more 
to come.  Here’s to hoping the 102nd season is one worth 
remembering! 
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You FIRST

We’re Putting Your Banking Needs First
From personal to business banking, residential to commercial lending, our team
of banking professionals is here to help. We share one goal – putting YOU first.

Call Us Today at 1.888.623.2633 or Visit Us Online at oceanfirst.com

#YouFirst

1.888.OCEAN33 I oceanfirst.com
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OCHS FOOTBALL TOP 5s
Career Points
1. Kevin Sinclair  532
2. Austin Martin  231
3. Mike Linahan  228
4. Charles Adelizzi 222
5. Romeo Adelizzi 219

Career Rushing Yards
1.  Kevin Sinclair  5380
2. Austin Martin  2650
3. Frank Woolley  2349
4. Mike Linahan  2304
5. Steve Cook  2032

Career Passing Yards
1. Andrew Donoghue 3258
2. Al Genz  3011
3. Matt LeFever  2818
4. Chris Curran  2291
5. Jordon Torroni  2241

Career Receiving Yards
1. Scott Lipford  1710
2. Ray Rogers  1378
3. Ryan Taylor  1239 
4. Rick Lipford  1207
5. Mike Coccodrilli   945

Career Sacks
1. Ernie Nelson  21.0
2. Pete Simon  15.0
3. Austin Green  14.5
4. Sean Raftery  12.5
5. Rob Zauck  12.0

Career Extra Points
1. Dan Kennard  81
2. Matt Chila  54
3. Chris Curran  52
4. John Duffy  38
5. Matt Daher  36

Coaching Victories
1. Gary Degenhardt 101
2. Fenton Carey    61
3. Ed Woolley    47
4. Mike Slaveski    36
5. Kevin Smith    34

Points – Season
1. Kevin Sinclair-1996 182
2. Kevin Sinclair-1995 180
3. Austin Martin-1998 154
4. Kevin Sinclair-1994 134
5. Mike Linahan-1975 132

Rushing Yards – Season
1. Kevin Sinclair-1996 1652
2. Kevin Sinclair-1995 1634
3. Austin Martin-1998 1613
4. Kevin Sinclair-1994 1368
5. Mike Linahan-1974 1323

Passing Yards – Season
1. Ian Aungst- 2018 1982
2. Chris Curran-2009 1567
3. Matt LeFever-1996 1518
4. Al Genz-1998  1515
5. Al Genz- 1999              1496

Receiving Yards – Season
1. Scott Lipford-1996  861
2. Scott Lipford-1995  849
3. Ray Rogers-1998  783
4. Brandon Lashley- 2018      746
5. Ryan Taylor-1999  613

Sacks – Season
1. Ernie Nelson-1998 14.0
2. Pete Simon-1996   9.5
2. Dan Stillwell-1998   9.5
4. Sean Raftery-2001   8.0
4. Chris O’Neill-2008   8.0

Extra Points – Season
1. Matt Daher-1995 36
2. Dan Kennard-1999 34
3. Keith Larkin- 2017       31
4. Dan Kennard-2000 26
5. Matt Chila-1998 24

Punting Average – Season
1. Mike Linahan-1974 37.5
2. Mike Linahan-1975 37.3
3. Chris Curran-2009 36.1
4. Chris Curran-2008 35.2
5. Tim Chatburn-1976 35.0

Game Records: 
Points – 38, Kevin Sinclair (1994 at Millville)
Touchdowns – 6, Kevin Sinclair (1994 at Millville, 1996 EHT)
Rushing Yards – 286, Mike Linahan (1974) 
TD Passes – 5, Chris Curran (2009)
Passing Yards – 347, Andrew Donoghue (2016)
TD Catches – 3, Dave Slaughter (1974, twice) – Joe Myers (1976) 
– Rick Lipford (1993) – 
Scott Lipford (1996, three times) -- Brandon Lashley (2018, two times)
Receiving Yds – 201, Scott Lipford (1996) 
Extra Points –  8, Matt Daher (1995 at Holy Spirit)   
Kicking Points – 12, Chris Curran (2009 Pleasantville)
Field Goals –  3, Chris Curran (2009 Pleasantville) 
2-Point Conv. – 2, Ken Southard (1968) – Mike Linahan (1975) – Ja-
son Fischer (1989) – 
Kevin Sinclair (1994) – Ryan Taylor (2000)  
Interceptions – 3, George Loder (1954) – John Huff (1968) – Ray 
Rogers (1997) – Josh Grande (2009) – Andy Fiorentino (2009) – Nick 
Zauck (2011) 
Rec. Fumbles – 3, Al Whiteside (1958) – John Huff (1968)
Takeaways –  4, George Loder (1954) – Nick Zauck (2011)  
Sacks – 4, Austin Green (2017)

Play Records:
TD Run: 92 yards, Jim Minshull (1973) – Dan Bonato (2005)
TD Pass: 91 yards, Tom Bond-Frank Kruk (1967) – Tom Bond-Hank 
Adams (1968)
KO Return: 96 yards, Ray Rogers (1997)
Punt Return: 96 yards, David Miller (1983)
Interception: 105 yards, Brandon Lashley (2018)
Fumble Return: 95 yards, Joe Broadley (1925)
Field Goal: 43 yards, Chris Curran (2008)

From Nov. 25 1993 until Sept. 24 2004 Ocean City was not shut out, 
a string of 110 games
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SEASON OPENER RECAP
The Ocean City offense scored five touchdowns on its first 
twelve plays from scrimmage and the defense recorded 
its third shutout in the past nine games as the Red Raid-
ers rolled past Lower Cape May 35-0 in the season opener 
Friday night in Erma.
 
Wind gusts of up to 30 miles per hour made conditions 
challenging but the rain from Hurricane Dorian held off as 
the teams took the field. Ocean City received the opening 
kickoff and wasted little time recording its first score of 
the season, as junior running back Jake Inserra capped a 
four-play, 58 yard drive with an 18 yard run less than two 
minutes in. The Raiders forced a quick three-and-out from 
Lower and got good field position after the Tigers had to 
punt into the wind. From there, senior back Issac Wilson 
went around left end for a 17 yard scrore that made it 14-
0. The Raiders added a third first quarter touchdown on 
their next possession when junior quarterback Joe Repetti 
threw his first varsity touchdown pass, a 42 yard scoring 
strike to junior wide receiver Jake Schneider.
 
The Raiders tacked on two more scores in the second 
quarter. First, Repetti found junior tight end Brad Jamison 
on a short seam route and Jamison outran the defense to 
the end zone for a 58 yard score. Later in the quarter, Wil-
son made it 35-0 when he scored his second touchdown 
on a 35 yard run. The final three Raider drives totaled three 
plays for 135 yards.
 
The second half was played with a running clock as the 
Raiders largely emptied their bench.

 Statistically, Wilson led the running backs with 82 yards on 8 
carries while Repetti was 6-8 throwing the ball for 143 yards 
and two touchdowns. Schneider paced the receivers with 3 
catches for 68 yards.
 
On defense, Wilson, Jamison, Mike Williscroft, Tommy Oves, 
Will Drain, Matt Christy and Mike Rhodes all recorded sacks 
and tackles for losses. The Raiders first unit yielded just 60 
total yards through three quarters.
 
”It was a great first week,” head coach Kevin Smith said. 
“We wanted to start fast and play fast and we did those 
things. It’s a long season though and we have to get a lot 
better to reach our goals. I’m proud of the effort but I’m look-
ing forward to getting back to work.”
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RAIDER PLAYOFF HISTORY 1974-2018
Since the NJSIAA moved to a sectional championship play-
off system in 1974, Ocean City has qualified 17 times, com-
piling a 13-13 record in 26 total games. The Raiders have 
played in five sectional championships over that time, win-
ning four of them. The 1984, 1996, 1998 and 1999 teams 
were all South Jersey champs while the 2000 team was 
the runner-up. Here is the complete list of playoff results 
since 1974:

1976 - Lost to Pleasantville (Semi-Finals)

1984
Defeated Deptford (Semi-Finals)
Ocean City 22, Willingboro 21 (Finals)*
*won SJ Group III Championship

1985 - Lost to Willingboro (Semi-Finals)

1990 - Woodrow Wilson 20, Ocean City 16 (Semi-Finals)

1992 - Lacey Township 14, Ocean City 13 (Semi-Finals)

1994 - Central Regional 13, Ocean City 10 (Semi-Finals)

1995 - Mainland Regional 21, Ocean City 16 (Semi-Finals)

1996
Ocean City 45, Washington Township 0 (Semi-Finals)
Ocean City 27, Shawnee 7 (Finals)*
*won SJ Group IV championship

1997 - Mainland Regional 9, Ocean City 7 (Semi-Finals)
1998
Ocean City 20, Lakewood 14 (1st round)
Ocean City 28, Delsea Regional 0 (Semi-Finals)
Ocean City 34, Toms River South 18 (Finals)*
*won SJ Group III championship

1999
Ocean City 45, Lacey Township 13 (1st round)
Ocean City 20, Moorestown 14 (Semi-Finals)
Ocean City 21, Mainland Regional 18 (Finals)*
*won SJ Group III championship

2000
Ocean City 20, Mainland Regional  0 (1st round)
Ocean City 35, Edgewood 34 (Semi-Finals)
Delsea Regional 35, Ocean City 22 (Finals)

2001
Ocean City 21, Lacey Township 14 (1st round)
Egg Harbor Township 7, Ocean City 3 (Semi-Finals)

2005 - Lacey Township 17, Ocean City 14 (1st round)

2008 - Lacey Township 6, Ocean City 0 (OT - 1st round)

2017 - Delsea Regional 56, Ocean City 34 (1st round)

2018 - Highland 28, Ocean City 14 (1st round)

# playoffs expanded from four to eight teams in 1998
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