
care & maintenance of metal panels

Maintaining Metal Panels on Roofing & Siding

Note: Please read prior to getting on a roof:  Safety is the top priority. Climbing ladders and 
walking on any roof can be dangerous. Always use some method of fall protection that is 
approved by OSHA. Failure to provide the required safety equipment can result in serious injury 
or death. 

Annual Metal Panel Maintenance
Clean gutters, down spouts and drain boxes. Leaves and debris can back up an entire gutter 
system and the overflowing gutters can cause leaks and damage. Remove any tree branches or 
other items touching the roof. Clear the valleys and waterways on flat roofs and pooling areas. 
Leaves and other debris can block the flow of water in valleys or drainage paths. This must be 
cleaned out regularly, especially if you have trees that overhang your roof. Pooling areas from 
dirt piles or rotted debris literally eat through your roof and allow plant growth in these areas, 
both of which can ruin your roof.

Check roof penetrations for possible leaks. Leaks most often come from heat or air vents and 
skylights. Some leaks are caused by the shrinking or hardening of applied silicones as they dry 
out. If there is a crack or a suspected area, fill it using a Metal Roofing Sealant such as Titebond 
which is permanently flexible and will not crack.  Inspect areas around chimneys, heat vents, oil 
condensers above cooking areas and air conditioners. These area can expose your metal roof-
ing to chemicals that will break down the paint system and can corrode the metal.

Look for loose flashings, roof sheets, fasteners, or punctures from falling objects. Inspect your 
roof paint for large scratches. See representative for details.

If exposed fasteners have been used on your roof, it is imperative that they are inspected annu-
ally. Sometimes fasteners are tightened down too much which may cause them to cut or split 
the neoprene washers. Other fasteners may not be tightened properly which will not create a 
seal between the fastener and the metal panel or flashing. Neoprene washers may break down 
over time due to expansion and contracting of the metal panels or from exposure to ultraviolet 
rays. By rubbing your fingernail over the washer, you will notice if it is still flexible or has hard-
ened and is breaking apart.

Finally, look at the closures or venting materials under the ridge caps, transitions, end walls and 
valleys. At times, this material can come loose or break down from sun exposure and cause 
leaks. Replace as necessary.

Consider Your Environment
Overall, be aware of the environment surrounding your roof. If you find any problems and cannot 
repair them yourself, contact your installer or the roof manufacturer to see how the problem can 
be resolved. If you live in an area near one of our showrooms, we can recommend roofing 
contractors to help inspect your roof.


