
5 Things To Do After You're In A 

CAR ACCIDENT 



5 THINGS TO DO AFTER 
YOU'RE IN A CAR ACCIDENT 

We al l  hope that we never get into a car accident,  but most of us wi l l  be 
involved in one at some point .  According to the Nat ional  Highway Traff ic 
Safety Administrat ion,  there are about 6 mil l ion car accidents every year  in  
the United States.  

If  and when i t  happens to you,  i t  wi l l  be a stressful  event and you wi l l  l ike ly 
have a mi l l ion concerns and quest ions going through your mind.  You may feel  
confused and have a hard t ime th inking logical ly,  so here are f ive th ings you 
should do fol lowing a car accident:  

1 .  Don't  leave the scene of the accident.  

You're not supposed to leave the scene of an accident even if  i t 's  just  a fender 
bender.  If  you hit  someone else and leave, that's  considered a hit and run ,  
which is  a fe lony in states l ike Flor ida.  Whether you're at  fault  or  not,  you need 
to stay at the scene of the accident unt i l  the pol ice come. 

2. Move vehicles from the roadway.  

Whi le you should not leave the scene of an accident,  you should not stop in the 
road where you could be struck by traff ic .  If  your car can st i l l  dr ive,  dr ive i t  
onto the shoulder or somewhere out of the way of traff ic .  You' l l  somet imes see 
s igns on the road that say “If  no injury move vehicle from roadway.”  That's  
because you wi l l  want to avoid gett ing into another accident after the f irst  one.  
It 's  common to see people stopped in the middle of the road after a fender 
bender and they're act ing l ike i t 's  a murder scene and they can't  d isturb any 
evidence before CSI gets there.  That's  not going to happen.  Get your vehic le 
out of the road if  you can!  
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3. Check yourself and those in the other vehicle/s for injuries. 

If you're seriously injured, you shouldn't move because you could make your injuries worse. In 
that case, just wait for the first responders. If you're not badly injured, you should check on 
your passengers and the people in the other vehicle/s. Keep in mind that the adrenaline running 
through your veins after a traumatic event like a motor vehicle accident can mask the pain of 
an injury, so you may not be able to judge how badly you are injured by how you're feeling 
right after the accident. 

4. Call the police. 

No matter if the accident is a fender bender or a serious collision with injuries, you should 
contact the authorities so that an accident report can be filled out. If the other party is at 
fault, you will need the police to cite them. If you're injured, the police report is vital for getting 
the insurance company to pay for your expenses. 

5. Document the accident. 

Write down the other vehicle's license plate number, the names and insurance information of 
the people in the other vehicle, and the name of the responding officers. And take pictures of 
the wreck and talk to any witnesses. Ask the police for a copy of the accident report. You can 
have too little documentation, but you can't have too much. There's a saying “If it wasn't 
documented, it didn't happen.” Proof that someone else was at fault in an accident is important 
when you're trying to get their insurance company to reimburse you for your injuries or damage 
to your vehicle. After you're done at the scene of the accident, you'll need to contact the 
insurance company to get the ball rolling on making a claim. 

If you don't want to leave getting the best resolution to your personal injury case to chance, 
you should consider working with a personal injury attorney. Personal injury attorneys can be 
retained at no cost out of pocket to you because they're paid out of the fees that they 
recover for you. Insurance companies may try to give you the runaround when it comes to 
paying you for medical bills like they should. An attorney can help you to get everything you're 
entitled to. 


