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Company History
Joining the BBB as an Accredited Business in 2012, our Spotlight 
business, Ignite Funding, Inc., is a nationally-recognized Trust Deed 
investment company. They offer real estate investments backed 
by collateral – earning monthly income for their investors for the use 
of their investment dollars. Founded in 1995, their original business 
model began as a traditional home mortgage lender providing 
financing to homebuyers. In 2011, as the real estate landscape 
changed, the demand for lending from homebuilders and devel-
opers reshaped the business. Since then, Ignite Funding has funded 
over half a billion in loans with investor capital. 

As an Accredited Member of the BBB, Ignite Funding operates un-
der high standards of trust and ethical business practices. Their A+ 
rating identifies them as a business that goes above and beyond 
to make sure their clients receive top-notch expert advice and 
customer service. 

Services & Guarantees
Ignite Funding provides an alternative investment option offering 
investors the ability to invest in collateralized, turn-key investments 
that typically earn a 10% to 12% annualized return. At the same 
time, Ignite offers homebuilders and developers a reliable and 
quicker source of financing as compared to conventional lenders. 

As the landscape of bank financing changed for home buyers, it 
changed for homebuilders and developers as well. Ignite Funding 
has not only earned respect as a trustworthy investment company, 
it is also well respected throughout the western United States as a 
reliable resource for lending. When banks are not lending, Ignite 
Funding is. They take great pride in working with a handful of stable 
borrowers with a proven track record. They protect their investors 
by following a strict underwriting process when evaluating poten-

tial loans before they are presented to investors based on factors 
such as: location, market conditions, various valuation methodolo-
gies, borrower track record and financial condition, and exit strate-
gy. They also invest in a variety of projects which include the acqui-
sition of land, development, construction of residential and com-
mercial properties, and the refinancing of the before-mentioned.

As an investor, you can begin with a minimum investment as low 
as $10,000 per Trust Deed. Your introduction to Trust Deed invest-
ing will begin with a conversation with an experienced, licensed 
professional that will explain the investment type, procedures, and 
suitability requirements. They will discuss the process of selecting 
an investment, review of documentation and compliance require-
ments, and your rights as an owner. When you are ready to invest, 
funds will be transferred to a trust account at Ignite Funding. Once 
all funds are gathered for a specific loan, the funds from the trust 
account are transferred to an escrow account with a title compa-
ny to complete the transaction. Upon completion, you will receive 
a copy of the recorded Deed of Trust, executed Promissory Note, 
and Title and Insurance Policies. Shortly thereafter, you will begin 
receiving monthly interest payments, your monthly statement (on-
line or via mail), and continuous communication updates on your 
current investment(s) and future investment opportunities. 

Ignite Funding has one ultimate goal in mind – providing an invest-
ment option their investors can count on to build upon their finan-
cial future.

Ignite Funding
BY CARITA STRAWN

Under the leadership of President Carrie Cook, Ignite Funding
has funded over half a billion in loans with investor capital.

“FOUNDED IN 1995, THEIR ORIGINAL BUSINESS MODEL BEGAN 
AS A TRADITIONAL HOME MORTGAGE LENDER PROVIDING 

FINANCING TO HOMEBUYERS. IN 2011, AS THE REAL ESTATE 
LANDSCAPE CHANGED, THE DEMAND FOR LENDING FROM 

HOMEBUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS RESHAPED THE BUSINESS.”

Helping You Build Your Financial Future
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Business Philosophy
Ignite Funding is determined to be the 
most transparent private real estate in-
vestment firm in the industry and works dil-
igently to earn the respect and integrity of 
their investors and peers alike. They always 
place the preservation of their investors’ 
capital above the revenue of the compa-
ny. President, Carrie Cook, recognizes that 
investors have entrusted Ignite to preserve 
their capital and she takes that very seri-
ously.

Once you become a client, all matters re-
lated to your investments will be handled 
directly by Ignite Funding, and only Ignite 
Funding. You will not be passed around 
from company to company like a trad-
ing card. It is believed that outsourcing 
shows a sign of weakness in the product 
you are selling and Ignite stands strong-
ly behind every investment they make. 
Therefore, there is no outsourcing of any 
aspect of a customer’s experience. Ms. 
Cook proudly explains, “Ignite Funding of-
fers cradle to grave service to our inves-
tors, meaning we underwrite the loans we 
offer, we service the loans throughout the 
duration and, in the event of a borrower 
default and foreclosure, we are prepared 
to act as asset manager until final resolu-
tion of the property. Every phase of the 
investment process is handled by Ignite 

Funding, so an investor isn’t transferred 
to another company or even a different 
agent after investing. This builds investor 
confidence and comfort knowing that, if 
a question arises, they can reach out to 
a person they know and get the answers 
they need.”

This unique practice sets Ignite Funding 
apart from others in their industry and en-
ables them to provide the exceptional 
expertise and customer service that the 
community expects from an A+ rated BBB 
Accredited Business.

Employees
Ignite Funding currently employees 14 
highly qualified and vetted professionals. 
Ms. Cook is well-known for only surround-
ing herself with “A” players that not only 
benefit the company in the short-term, 
but also in the long-term through their 
skills and commitment. “I seek to fill roles 
in the company with people who are 
self-motivated to affect positive change 
for the betterment of the investments of-
fered, mitigating investor risk and gener-
ating year over year revenue growth to 
strengthen the company. If a person does 
not provide value in the growth of the 
company through their knowledge base 
in their respective role, I will find someone 
that does,” she states.

Management
As a native Las Vegan, President Carrie 
Cook was born at Nellis Air Force Base. Her 
father, who is now retired, spent 20 years 
in the Air Force and another 25 years as 
an engineer in the gaming industry. Her 
mother, also retired, spent 35 years in 
gaming in the field of Human Resources. 
Ms. Cook has been married for 15 years 
and has one son. They are an active fam-
ily that enjoys all outdoor sports, both on 
land and water.

Ms. Cook has a diverse background that 
began in the gaming industry, with experi-
ence in human resources, accounting, re-
tail, investigations, communications, mar-
keting, government relations and com-
munity relations. She then served as Vice 
President of Marketing for CM Capital 
Services from 2005 to March 2011, where 
she was responsible for marketing, public 
relations, and sales activities. She earned 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business 
Administration and Management with a 
concentration in Finance from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix. This experience across 
many fields has made her well-rounded 
and nimble and able to successfully take 
on any task presented to her.

“IGNITE FUNDING HAS ONE ULTIMATE GOAL IN MIND
PROVIDING AN INVESTMENT OPTION THEIR INVESTORS CAN 

COUNT ON TO BUILD UPON THEIR FINANCIAL FUTURE.”



As a strongly grounded individual, Carrie 
believes there is no better investment on 
earth than earth itself. Real estate invest-
ments, coupled with her diverse opera-
tional background, led her to the role she 
enjoys today with Ignite Funding. It provides 
her an opportunity to blend her two pas-
sions - inspiring people and real estate. Her 
experience in the industry began at a time 
of all-time highs in real estate. Then, she saw 
the industry plummet to the bottom even 
faster. She is proud of the fact that she stuck 
it out and successfully fought through the 
collapse with hard work and dedication.

Ms. Cook is a “tell it like it is” boss. You know 
where she stands. She expects her employ-
ees to always bring their best work to the 
table. For her part, she always brings her 
best to the table as well and has a great 
respect for all her employees. As the Presi-
dent of Ignite Funding since April 2011, Ms. 
Cook brings more than 12 years of experi-
ence specializing in private lending. She is a 
licensed Mortgage Broker with the Nevada 
Mortgage Lending Division and Arizona De-
partment of Financial Institutions. 

Her tenure with Ignite Funding came on 
the heels of the real estate collapse that 
bankrupted many real estate investment 
firms. Carrie’s first order of business as Pres-
ident was to stabilize the financial and op-
erational performance of the company to 
preserve and create value for investors and 
the owners of the company. Her dedica-

tion and resiliency took the company from 
a deficit to a multi-million dollar net income 
generating company in less than five years. 
Since Carrie has taken the reins of the 
company, Ignite has funded over $500M in 
loans and has returned 100% of investment 
capital in default scenarios, and she con-
tinues to be committed to continuing the 
growth of the company and preservation 
of investor capital.

Industry Changes
Unfortunately, Ms. Cook has seen some 
disheartening changes over the past few 
years in the exploitation of the industry 
through the internet, “I’ve noticed a con-
tinuing exploitation online by many who 
are not professionals in the field, but just 
looking to make it on the upside. It is fright-
ening to think what will happen when, not 
if, real estate has a correction. They will find 
themselves out of business with thousands 
of angry investors on their platform.” Thank-
fully, the positive changes in the industry are 
significant. The volatility of the stock market 
has forced the need for portfolio diversifi-
cation creating the opportunity for middle 
America to invest in real estate when they 
thought it was not possible or only available 
to the wealthiest individuals. This is a huge 
benefit to the economy.

Trust deed investing has been around since 
the printing of money and continues to 
be a strong industry, even in less than ide-
al market climates. The need for residen-

tial and commercial infrastructure in our 
country continues to grow. When banks are 
lending and when they are not, there is al-
ways a need for financing outside of what 
banks are capable of providing. With all of 
the opportunities currently available, now is 
the perfect time to invest in this industry.

Community Involvement
Carrie Cook is an avid supporter of local 
school programs working to bring science 
and technology to underfunded schools. 
She is also actively involved in mentoring 
young men and women in her field of ex-
pertise. She inspires others to strive toward 
goals that may appear impossible. In her 
role at Ignite Funding, she has been instru-
mental in job creation throughout the Las 
Vegas Valley by overseeing financing of 
over $250 million in infrastructure projects. 

BBB Involvement
Ignite Funding has been an Accredited 
Business of the BBB since May of 2012. Join-
ing the BBB has helped show current and 
potential clients that they are a trustworthy 
and reliable company. As Ms. Cook ex-
plains, “It has allowed the public to see the 
investments we offer are legitimate, that 
we aren’t a fly-by-night company, and 
most importantly, that we care about their 
investment dollars and treat their money as 
if it was our own.” 

Contact
Ignite Funding is located at 2140 E. Pebble 
Road, Suite 160, Las Vegas, NV 89123. For 
additional information, call (702) 739-9053 
or (877) 739-9094 (Toll-free) or visit the web-
site at: www.IgniteFunding.com.

NVMBL #311 | AZ CMB-0932150 | AZ CMBBR-0121055
Money invested through a mortgage broker is not guaranteed to earn any interest and is not insured. Prior to investing, investors must be provided applicable disclosure documents.

“ONCE YOU BECOME A CLIENT, ALL MATTERS RELATED 
TO YOUR INVESTMENTS WILL BE HANDLED DIRECTLY BY 

IGNITE FUNDING, AND ONLY IGNITE FUNDING.”
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