SPRING Newsletter 2014

Welcome
			

to the first issue of the new Milton Park
printed newsletter! Here, we are going to tell you about some of the
exciting things happening on the Park - with 7,000 of you working here
each day there’s a lot going on. If you have something interesting to share
and would like to feature in the next edition, please let Nancy know at
nleadley@mepc.com. Enjoy!

£7m Government Grant
for Milton Science centre

Government minister and local MP Ed Vaizey, recently
visited Milton Park to announce a £7 million grant from
government to support a new 40,000 sq ft specialist
development here on the Park. The £14 million
development, known as the “Milton Science Centre
(MSc)”, will offer laboratory space to start-up science
companies and will open in 2015. For more information,
please contact Jo Szegota on jszegota@mepc.com

From left to right: Ed Vaizey (MP), James Dipple (Managing Director of Milton Park)
and Rebekka Krumbach (Senior Scientist at Immunocore)

119 & 120

Enterprise Zone success!
The MEPC team enjoyed a neighbourly breakfast to
celebrate the successful letting of the units at 119 & 120
Olympic Avenue, representing the UK’s first speculative
Enterprise Zone fully-let development. The development
consists of twelve units (ranging from 1,500 sq ft to 3,090
sq ft) and has brought over 50 jobs to Milton Park across
a number of industries from printing to physics.

From left to right: Philip Campbell, Jo Szegota and Andrew Barlow from Milton Park

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

To find out more about
what’s happening across
the park, turn the page...

Grow.

Succeed.

OBN expand it’s operations

Immunocore Limited

Due to an expanding
team and increasing
customer memberships,
the Oxfordshire
Bioscience Network
(OBN) has acquired additional space to
accommodate its growing operation.

Immunocure have collaborated with
MedImmune, celebrating their third
major partnership agreement in the last
six months. This follows major research
and licensing agreements with Genetech
and GlaxoSmithKline that took place in
summer 2013.

They have expanded into 11B (ii) Park
House, an office ideally located next
to their existing office.
The extra space has been used to
accommodate hot-desking and meetings.

Point 2 Educate
make a point of growing
Point2Educate, who
provide software and
content services to
primary and secondary
schools in the UK,
moved to new offices
in the Innovation
Centre during October 2013. With only
two full time staff, the central location and
facilities on Milton Park were seen as ideal
for their growing business.
Now, only five months later, they’ve moved
into larger offices at the Innovation Centre
with eight staff and are looking to expand
further in the near future. Ian Skeels,
Director and Founder of Point2Educate,
says, “We found everyone in the Innovation
Centre so helpful and welcoming that
settling in was very easy.”

Tangoe Europe
Tangoe, a leading
global provider of
Connection Lifecycle
Management (CLM)
software and services, has seen impressive
growth over the last 12 months.
Tangoe has grown from 44 employees
to a total of 97 over the last 12 months,
within its European HQ located at 9-10
Park Square.
Tangoe has a long standing presence
servicing multi-national clients in North
America and established a European
presence several years ago with offices
in the Netherlands, UK and Germany.
The company’s solution is implemented
worldwide, currently providing service
coverage in over 180 countries.

Reading half-marathon complete!
Crossland Employment solicitors has
donated £3,500 to Cancer Research UK
and the Bristol Royal Infirmary charity, to
support its colleagues (Barry, Maria and
Owen) in completing the Reading halfmarathon. A worthwhile cause and a
great achievement - congratulations!

Belong.

Park News...
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Christmas Hampers helping
the local community
During December, the Milton Park team,
Thames Valley Police and Damascus
Youth Project, teamed up to collect
gifts and create Christmas hampers to
donate to the vulnerable and elderly in
the surrounding villages. Thank you to
those who donated a number of gifts,
and an additional thanks to Clearwater
Hampers for the kind donation of boxes
and materials. We were able to build 75
hampers so a great success all round!

p

picks Milton Park
as ‘obvious choice’
for expansion

New litho printer

now on-site

If you are looking for a high quality printer that can deliver you glossy
brochures, presentations or stationery, then look no further. Northcourt
Press is the only lithographic printer on the Park and already works
with a number of customers here - some for over 17 years. To find out
more about their services, visit them at 120F Olympic Avenue.

Robert Half, the world’s largest specialised recruitment
consultancy, has moved to The Innovation Centre at 99
Park Drive. With 345 offices worldwide and more than 65
years of experience, the consultancy helps UK businesses
grow their operations. For more information please visit:
www.roberthalf.com

NEW Travel Website
Frosts appointed as
new landscapers
PsiOxus
Well done to PsiOxus who has been
named the Most Innovative BioTech SME
for 2013 by EuropaBio as part of the first
ever European Biotechnology Week.
The award recognises PsiOxus for its
innovative approach towards developing
new therapeutics for treating cancer.

Milton Park has signed a new contract
with local landscapers, Frosts, who will
now have the responsibility of maintaining
and enhancing the park’s 317 acres.
Frosts are also the owners of Millets Farm
in Abingdon, so look out for special offers
for the farm shop and garden centre
around the Park.

Oxford Immunotec CEO,
Peter Wrighton-Smith
Congratulations to Oxford Immunotec’s
CEO, Peter Wrighton-Smith, who has
been awarded Entrepreneur of the Year by
the BioIndustry Association (BIA). Oxford
Immunotec was founded 11 years ago as a
spin-out from Oxford University, and is now
internationally-acclaimed with over 200 staff
employed across Milton Park, America and
Japan. Well done Peter!

Oxitec shortlisted for
Innovator of the Year award
Congratulations to Oxitec’s
Dr Luke Alphey, based at 71
Innovation Drive, who has been
awarded the BBSRC’s 2014
Innovator of the Year award,
recognising Dr Alphey’s world-leading
research at Oxitec. Oxitec is a pioneer
in controlling insects that spread
disease and damage crops.

Milton Park is now even easier to find thanks to the launch of the new travel website. As a result of
recent surveys, the website has been re-designed to provide you with information about how to get
to the Park, and find your way round once you are here. This is a great tool for you to recommend
to your guests. It has up to date travel information, easy to use interactive maps and much more.
Please visit: www.miltonpark.co.uk/travel for more information.

From left to right: James Dipple (Managing Director,
Milton Park), Barry Swift (Supply Chain Director,
Crowcon), Andrew Barlow (Commercial Director, Milton
Park) and Mike Ophield (Managing Director, Crowcon)

ban Gardens

Ur

New Bikes come to Milton Park

Want an Urban
Garden for 2014?

There are four new hybrid bikes, available
to hire free of charge on Milton Park.

Located at 182 Park Drive, you may
have seen our 20 urban gardens –
but there are still five up for grabs!.

There is no cost involved if the bikes are
returned by 17.30, however, if you wish
to hire overnight costs will apply.

The gardens are free to all companies
on the park and will be allocated on a
first come first served basis.

For more information on hiring a bike
please contact Dawn Crawford, Assistant
Facilities and Travel Manager
on 01235 865555

Each plot is around 5 x 2 metres and 0.6
metres deep with a soil/compost mix. This
is the perfect opportunity for you to grow
herbs, plants or vegetables...
If your company is interested in an urban
garden please contact Dawn Crawford
on dcrawford@mepc.com.

James Dipple (Managing Director, Milton Park)

Book about science
at Milton Park published
OBN, the membership organisation for
life science companies, based at 11 Park
House, has recently launched a new book
named “An Evolution: The Story of Milton
Park’s Life Sciences Cluster”. The book has
a foreword from The Rt Hon Lord Heseltine
CH and features interviews with some of the
highest growth life sciences companies at
Milton Park.
If you would like to enquire about receiving
a copy, please contact Nancy Leadley at
nleadley@mepc.com.

Construction underway

at Brook Drive
Crowcon Detection Instruments,
international gas detection specialists,
move to Milton Park later this year, having
outgrown their current Abingdon premises.
They will be moving to 172 Brook Drive and
construction for their new building is already
underway. Mike Ophield, managing director,
said ‘I’m delighted work has started on a
bespoke building in the Enterprise Zone,
providing 30% more manufacturing space,
a full-service laboratory and offices. Our staff
are excited to be moving just down the road
to a first-class location with great amenities’.

Park News...
101 & 102 Park Drive
Twins Help Milton Park to Spread News

“The Twins"

A video telling the story of twins and their lifelong quest from birth to build the perfectly
designed office building, in the best location at Milton Park, has been used to help launch
the £15 million new office development at 101 & 102 Park Drive. The development is due
to be completed in May and will be the only new Grade A office accommodation available
to let in Oxfordshire. To watch the video visit: www.miltonpark.co.uk/video

101 & 102 Park Drive

Indicative office layout

- Tom & Tim

101 Park Drive reception area

Languages @ Lunch
classes starting again!
For more information, please contact Jo Saunders on jo@languagesatlunch.com

Milton Park

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

If you would like to take part, please email Nancy Leadley at
nleadley@mepc.com

from the Post Office

The Post Office, based at 11 Park House, is now
offering free cash withdrawal services for current accounts
and debit cards.
The Post Office is open between:
09:00 – 17:30 Monday to Friday and 09:00-12:30 Saturdays.

		 Hybrid Buses
		
ew come to Milton Park

Abingdon Marathon

To sign up for the race or
for more information for this
year’s Milton Park Abingdon
Marathon please visit: www.
abingdonmarathon.org.uk/
index.php

If you are subscribed to our
email newsletter, you may have
seen our video interviews with
people across the Park. Each
month, we visit and interview
a company to find out more
Andrew Barlow at Milton Park interviews Ben
about their business. The
Hutchins, Creative Director at Hutchhouse
video is posted to our website
and also communicated in our
monthly newsletter. We think it’s a great way for you to get to know your
neighbours and promote what your business does across the Park. Last
month, we interviewed Hutchhouse, a new customer to 11A Park House,
specialising in web and mobile design.

Free cash withdrawals

The Languages @ Lunch courses have been so successful that another Spanish beginners
course is now available to join! The course costs £85 per person, offering x10 lessons
which are held on a weekly basis at the Innovation Centre, from Thursday 1st May.

The Milton Park Abingdon
Marathon takes place on
Sunday 19th October at
09.00. For the second
year running, Milton Park is
sponsoring the event. Entry
is now open for this race with
an entry limit of only 1,100
places, so please enter early
to avoid disappointment.

Customer videos
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A Catering Assistant is required at Café
Metro. Waldek is looking for someone who
is friendly, polite and organised with good
team work spirit. Knowledge of working
with food essential.
Please apply with a copy of your CV to:
sales@cawcatering.co.uk

Meeting room at the Innovation Centre

10% off meeting room hire
The Innovation Centre is home to a number
of meeting rooms available to hire for
parties of 6 up to 60. Rooms can be hired
for as little as an hour to a full day, with
prices starting at £25. There is also a 10%
discount for everyone on Milton Park.
To book your meeting room, please call the
reception team on 01235 854000.

People on Milton Park can now benefit from two
new hybrid double decker buses. Introduced in
January, Courtney buses (Milton Park’s
bus operators) successfully
won £100,000 funding for the
new buses as part of the
Green Bus fund, generated
from the Department
for Transport’s budget.
The new buses have
CO2 deductions of 38%
and represent the most
fuel efficient, low carbon
vehicles in Europe.

BUSINESS RATES
DISCOUNT EXTENDED
AT MILTON PARK
This month’s Budget saw business rate
discounts available in the Oxfordshire Science
Vale Enterprise Zone extend by three years, until
March 2018. The business rate discounts of
up to £275,000 per organisation is available on
all existing and future accommodation across
Milton Park’s Enterprise Zone sites including the
latest office development at 101 and 102 Park
Drive and the forthcoming Milton Science centre
(MSc). For more information, please contact Philip
Campbell at pcampbell@mepc.com

MS Therapy have a
London Marathon runner
Mathew Hicks, who is a member of the Park
Club, will be running the marathon on Sunday
13th April on behalf of MS Therapy and is hoping
to raise a substantial amount for the charity. If
you would like to support the centre and sponsor
Mathew Hicks please visit the Park Club’s
facebook page for more information.

!
w
e
h
t
a
M
k
c
u
L
d
o
o
G
NEW car share
scheme – LiftShare
We’re pleased to announce that Milton Park now
has a new on-line management provider for the
car share scheme: LiftShare.
Oxfordshire LiftShare is run by the Oxfordshire
County Council, therefore, giving you the option
to share with other members across the county
or just with people on the Park.
For more information please visit:
www.miltonpark.co.uk/travel

Park News...
New

Business Lounge

As a result of customer feedback and demand,
a new Business Lounge has been opened in the
Innovation Centre. The Business Lounge offers
an attractive environment where you can meet with colleagues or clients.
With a Costa coffee bar, free WiFi and charging points, the Business
Lounge is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, with Costa open until
3.30pm, free of charge, for professional use.
The Business Lounge is also available to hire for events, so for more
information, please contact the Reception team on 01235 854000.

Published author on the Park!
Beverley Sunderland, owner of Crossland Employment Solicitors, has written and published
her first children’s book ‘Giants and Dragons’ under her married name of BJ Cross.
The book was released on World Book Day earlier this month and can be bought for
£6.99 from Waterstones or Amazon.
We are currently in the process of reading the book here at Milton Park and will be
sharing our review very soon!

Are you familiar with our

Customer Extranet?
Here at Milton Park, we have a website dedicated to keep
you updated with what is happening on and around the Park.
You and your company have the opportunity to browse
through a number of things including:

Latest news

Events

Classifieds

Travel updates

Promotions

A-Z directory

…and much more.
Please visit www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark
for more information.

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

Celebrat
ions!

Park News...

Park Availability...
Are you on our mailing list?
Each month, we circulate an email newsletter to share exciting
news about what is going on at Milton Park including customer
news, events, improvements and developments, promotions
and travel updates.
If you would like to receive a copy, please email Nancy Leadley
at nleadley@mepc.com

The Innovation Centre, 99 Park Drive, OX14 4RY
85 to 1,137 sq ft (8 to 105 sq m)
• Conference & meeting facilities
• For 1 to 14 people
• Office hours reception
• Flexibility for growth

90 Park Drive, OX14 4RY
1,521 to 9,909 sq ft (141 to 920 sq m)
• Ground and first floor offices
• Fitted with meeting rooms
• For 12 to 198 people
• 5 to 35 parking spaces

100A Park Drive, OX14 4RY

Spotlight!

2,201 sq ft (204 sq m)
• Prestigious second floor office
• Views across the park

In each newsletter, we will put one of our own team ‘under the Spotlight’ so
you can get to know us that little bit better. This month, we interview Adam
French, Accounts Assistant at Milton Park.

Adam Fre
nch!

• For 17 to 31 people
• 8 parking spaces

6G Park Square, OX14 4RR
2,227 sq ft (207 sq m)

How long have you worked
at Milton Park?

What’s the oddest thing that you have
had to do in the course of a day’s work?

If you could support a charity,
which one would it be and why?

3 years.

Dressing up as Ivor Goodsite for the launch
of 101 & 102 Park Drive.

I tried my hand at the ‘make-up selfie’ in aid
of Breast Cancer awareness last week, I’m
not sure my attempt was that good…

What’s the most rewarding
aspect of your role?
It has to be that rare occasion when I go to
collect a cheque from one of our customers
on the Park. The reason I collect a cheque
is that it saves postage and I can bank it
the same day. Secretly though, it makes me
feel powerful.
What was your previous role?
My previous role was a Ledger Clerk /
Finance Assistant for Nightingale
Architects Ltd.
If a movie was made of your life, who
would you like to have playing you?
There is currently only one option –
Daniel Craig.

• For 14 to 24 people
• 9 parking spaces
• Door entry system

37C Innovation Drive, OX14 4RT
9,093 sq ft (845 sq m)
• Newly refurbished
• 6.0m to eaves and 7.0m to apex (max)
• 1, 173 sq ft (109 sq m) office & welfare accommodation
• 2 roller shutter doors

Do you play any sport? If so, what?
The girls in the office tried to make me play
netball with them last month against the
Park Club, I refused, but it sounded like
they needed me after I heard the final score
(22–7, ouch)!
What’s your favourite…
Tipple? Book? Dessert?
Apple crumble.
A pint of Worthington’s.
Mud Sweat and Tears by Bear Grylls.

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

• Refurbished first floor office

124 Olympic Avenue, OX14 4SA
27,740 sq ft (2,581 sq m)
• 8.7m to eaves and 10.4m to apex (max)
My favourite building is…
My house! I enjoy DIY and have now
mastered the arts of painting, wall
papering, fixing leaking taps and replacing
floorboards. I’m hoping the team doesn’t
ask me to help out across the park though.

• 1,520 sq ft (141 sq m) office & welfare accommodation
• 2 Electric roller shutter doors
• Gas fired heating throughout

For more information on the accommodation available at Milton Park,
please visit: www.miltonpark.co.uk/availability or call 01235 865555

Dates for the diary...

JUNE

MAY

APRIL

For more details on park events contact Nancy Leadley at nleadley@mepc.com or call 01235 824121
 APR
2
07.30 – 09.30

 APR
3
18.30 – 21.30

 APR
4
12.00 – 14.00

 APR
9
07.30 – 10.00

Gener8 Finance
Seminar

IoD Networking
Event

Plant Sale

Bike 2 Work
Morning

Innovation Centre

Innovation Centre

Park Centre

Park Centre

2 MAY
10.00 – 11.00

7 MAY
All Day

 2-14 MAY
1
All Day

 1 MAY
2
07.30 – 10.00

Coffee morning

Give Blood
@ Didcot

Walk 2 Work Week

HR Forum

Innovation Centre

Football Club

6 JUN
10.00 – 11.00

23 JUN
All Week

 4 JUN
2
07.30 – 10.00

26 JUN
07.30 – 10.00

Coffee morning

Bike 2 Work week

Critchley’s & Santander
Finance Seminar

HR Seminar

Innovation Centre

Innovation Centre

Innovation Centre

Innovation Centre

Please cut off the below vouchers and enjoy these great offers from the park amenities!

Spring is around the corner!
It’s a great time to brighten your home with our
professional curtain cleaning service.

Pamper Package
for a discounted price of £50 which
is nearly a £15 discount! T
 he package
includes a mini facial, back, neck &
shoulder massage and a file and polish.

FREEd
n
seco g
fillin

OFF

all curtain cleaning with
FREE collection & Delivery

Bring this voucher
with you and get

Business Lounge/Costa Coffee

FREE second filling in any breakfast
bap or sandwich purchased on
Mondays in Café Metro until June 2014

5
DAY
free trial

at The Park Club

Plus if you join, you will receive
a complimentary 1 hour personal
training session.

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

25%

Do you fancy a half price
Costa coffee to start your day?
Then pop down to the business lounge in the Innovation
Centre where you can get your favourite delicious Costa
coffee considerably cheaper than the high street.
Sandwiches and light snacks also available.

50%
OFF your first purchase
Excludes confectionery

Just send an email with
your ideas and comments

This newsletter is being distributed to all businesses at the Park,
but if you need more copies please let us know. We’d love to
hear from you with feedback and contributions for future issues,
so please get in touch!

to Nancy Leadley at:

nleadley@mepc.com
or call her on:

01235 824121

Follow Milton Park...
MEPC Limited | Innovation Centre | 99 Park Drive | Milton Park | Oxfordshire | OX14 4RY | 01235 865555 | www.miltonpark.com

Household curtains can harbour tens of thousands of
microscopic dust mites, trap odours and dead skin
cells creating a range of allergic reactions including
asthmas, eczema and dermatitis. This spring why not
take advantage of our amazing offer and bring a fresh
breath of life to your home. Ends 31st May.

Pamper Package
for a discounted price of £50 which
is nearly a £15 discount! The package
includes a mini facial, back, neck &
shoulder massage and a file and polish.

Bring this voucher
with you and get

Business Lounge/Costa Coffee
Do you fancy a half price
Costa coffee to start your day?
Then pop down to the business lounge in the Innovation
Centre where you can get your favourite delicious Costa
coffee considerably cheaper than the high street.
Sandwiches and light snacks also available.

50%
OFF your first purchase
Excludes confectionery

FREEd
n
seco g
fillin
FREE second filling in any breakfast
bap or sandwich purchased on
Mondays in Café Metro until June 2014

5
DAY
free trial

at The Park Club

Only 1 voucher per person
All applicants must be 16 years
or over

www.miltonpark.co.uk/peopleandthepark

