CALLING THE SHOTS

The success of these Owls heralds a bright future for Temple’s current
female athletes.

Before Title IX, afederal civil rights law, was passedin 1972, women’s collegiate sports wereina
lamentable state. Many universities only offered club orintramural sports foryoung women, and if
there were competitive teams, the practice facilities, uniforms and coaches were often inferior to those
of the men’s teams.

Imagine the messages that must have beeninternalized by all of the youngwomen who’d worked
throughouttheiradolescence torise tothe top of theirsports, only to have that progress stuntedin
college. Aside from the very few who went on to the Olympic level, the message was this: You can go far,
but nottoo far. You can be a serious athlete, but nottoo serious.

AfterTitle IX, which guaranteed equal treatment, regardless of sex, in any education program oractivity
receiving federal financial assistance, things began to drastically change inthe world of college athletics.

“I cannot convey enough just what a significantimpact that Title IX has had on college athletics, ” says
Temple University Director of Athletics Patrick Kraft. “It has helped create new opportunities, ensured
equal footing and facilities and, more importantly, has sentacritical message thatfemale athletes are
on par withtheir male counterparts. Temple Athletics is better because of ourwomen’steams and
leadership andthatisa directresult of Title IX.”



Research since the enactment of Title IX has shown that participatingin sportsis associated with better
grades and higherself-esteemin girls and contributes to life-longimprovements to educational, career
and health prospects. Meet five Owls who prove that pointand herald a bright future forthe 241
Division 1female athletes currently competing for Temple.

1 - Lacrosse standout Lise D'Andrea is CEO and founder of Customer Service Experts Inc.

Lise D’Andrea’s entryinto lacrosse at Temple was the result of one rather cinematic coincidence: After
playing for a highly competitive high school lacrosse teamin Unionville, Pennsylvania, D’Andrea, KLN ‘87,
decidedthatincollege, she needed to focus entirely on academics. Butjustafew weeksinto her
freshmanyearat Temple in 1983, she saw anotherstudent, Susie Chillano, walking through Johnson Hall
holdingalacrosse stick. They chatted for a bit, then went outside the dorm for a catch.

Aftersee-ing D’Andrea’s skills, Chillano insisted that she meet with the women’s lacrosse coach, Tina
Sloan Green.

“The nextthingyou know, I’'m a freshman practicing with the varsity team, and then I’'m on the varsity
team,” D’Andrearemembers.



The women’s lacrosse team went to the Final Fourall four years that D’Andrea played and won national
championshipsin’82and ‘84, a featthat no otherathleticteam at Temple had accomplished at that
time. But more profound than any trophy, what stays with D’Andrea are the lessons shel earned from
hercoaches.

“The leadership skills they taught me during those fouryears, and how committed they were ... | carry
that with me today,”she notes.

Today, D’Andreaisthe CEO and founder of Customer Service Experts Inc., aninnovative leaderin

customer experience consulting forthe airportindustry, based in Annapolis, Maryland. The company
has grown to 25 full-time and 22 part-time employees since she started it 25 years ago.

While going through some old papers before arecentalumni event, D’Andreafound aseries of
documents from Coach Sloan Green that laid out her expectations forthe teamin the early 1980s.
Amongtheitemsare directives like, “Come away with a sense of achievement from each situation,
practice and game”; “Excellence is maintaining your full potential underthe pressure”; and “Be honest,
sensitive, courteous, disciplined.”

“I still think about the motivationalapproach that our coachestook and the incredible team culture they
led,” D’Andreasays. “And | expectthe same things of our team members at CSE today.”

Though college student-athletes are immersed in their respective sports, many aren’t fully aware of the

voicesthey have to advocate for themselvesinthe largerstructure of the school administration and
evenintheirdivision. Alyssa Drachslin, CLA “15, KLN “16, was not one of those athletes.

While playing on Temple’s varsity women’s volleyballteam from 2012 to 2016, she sat on the NCAA
National Division | Student Athlete Advisory Committee, a group of representatives, one from each
conference within Division |, sentto national conferences atthe NCAA.

At these gatherings, policies and procedures were shared with the students, who gottosee the inner
workings of how the entity operates and weigh in ontopics that affected theirlives as student-athletes.

“It was a pretty life-changing experience,” Drachslin says. “At all the conferences | wentto, and through
servingona couple of NCAA committees, | saw the background of the NCAA, [and got to be] privyto
that knowledge.

"Drachslin, who was born and raisedin Riverside, California, was also captain of herteam during her
juniorandsenioryears.

Those leadershiproles, aswell as herintimate understanding of the challenges student-athletes face,
perfectly prepared herforhercurrent position as the coordinator of leadership and professional

development at Temple Athletics. The job, part of the AcademicSupport Centerfor Student Athletes,
was addedin early 2018.



2 - Volleyball's starting libero, Alyssa Drachslin serves as coordinator of leadership and professional development for Temple
Athletics.

Research since the enactment of Title IX has shown that girls’
participation in sports contributes to lifelong educational, career and

health improvements.

“Templeisone of the only [schools] amongits competitors that offers afull-time position [dedicated to
student-athletes’ professional development],” she notes. “I love helping to create this program that will
be carried on through generations, becoming another resource to help students succeed here.”

With her time as a student-athletestillfreshin hermind, Drachslin hasafirm grasp on the juggling act
that’s oftenrequired as well as the ways internships and professional development opportunities are
sometimes limited due to student-athletes’ commitmentto theirsports. One of her primary goalsin her
roleisto help current student-athletes apply the skills they’'ve gained through athletics to life after
college.

“You have the capability towork hard, you’re goal-oriented, you know how to work on a team, how to
work with a manager—your coach—and you know how to manage yourtime,” she says. “My vision for
thisrole s to help develop the students as holisticpeople, not only [have them] walk away from Temple
with athleticexperience and adegree, but [also with] self-awareness of how they’ve grown.”

When ClaudrenaHarold, CLA 97, came toTemple from herhome inJacksonville, Florida, to play guard
for the women’s basketball team, she fell in love with both the university and the city of Philadelphia.



“Whenyou were livinginthe dorms, it was in the heart of Philadelphia,” she says. “The musicscene was
amazing. When | was there in the mid-1990s, that’s the beginning of the neo-soul movement...you’d
godown to South Streetand hear the music, the rhythm, and there was thisincredible energy.”

3 -A leading scorer for women's basketball, Claudrena Harold is an associate professor of African American and African studies
and history at the University of Virginia.

Balancing her passion forthe culture unfoldingaround her, the knowledge she was absorbingin her

African American studies classes and herintensive basketball training schedule could be tricky. Though
she’d played basketball for nearly all herlife, college-level athletics was a completely new experience.

“You're expected to perform at a certainlevel, and there’s pressure that’s completely different than
high school ... your lifeis planned outfrom6a.m.to 6 p.m.” Harold says. “It made me incredibly
disciplined on some fronts, butthere were moments when I wasina fruitful conversation, debatinga
reading or music, and | had to leave becausel had to go to practice.”

Three yearsin, though she was a star playeronthe team (she’sinboth Temple’s Hall of Fame and the
PhiladelphiaBig 5 Hall of Fame), Harold felt physically and emotionally burned out. With enough credits
to graduate early, she did just that.

“I had a productive career, leading the teamin scoring forthree years. So the staff was losinga
contributor,” she says. “But the AcademicSupportteaminthe Athletics Department were still incredibly
supportive.”

Aftergraduation, she wentonto graduate school at the urging of her professors and mentorsin
Temple’s African American Studies Department. Harold earned a PhD at Notre Dame; in 2004, she began
teachingat the University of Virginia, whereshe is now a professor. She’s authored and co-edited a
numberof books and is currently working with filmmaker Kevin Everson on a series of short films about
the history of black student activism and black studies at the University of Virginia.



Through her role as a professorand leader on campus, Harold says she strives to emu-ate the
community of professors and coaches who encouraged herto be a fully engaged student during her
time at Temple.

“So often student-athletes are pigeon-holed and stereotyped and not treated as folks who want to
engage in questionsaround culture and politics,” she says. “l do some of the same things for my
student-athletes that were done for me, and | thinkit’s veryimportant that athletes know that the sky’s
the limitbeyondthe court.”

As ateenager, KiaJohnson, KLN ‘86, played on the girls’ basketball team at SusquehannaTownship High
School in Harrisburg,Pennsylvania, which enjoyed a number of state championship teams.

Johnson knew she wanted to play basketball in college and was happy to have the opportunity to be
back in Philadelphia, where herfamily lived untilshe wasin fourth grade. In the fall of 1982, she
matriculated as a freshman at Temple and began onthe women’s basketball team as a swingguard. The
athleticand academicrigor, coupled with the long season were challenging for her. Under Coach Linda
MacDonald, the teamtrained up to four hours perday, seven days aweek.

4 - Namedto women's basketball's all-time team roster, Kia Johnson covers news and politics as a producer at Reuters.

“The whole school yearwas pretty much dedicated to basketball,” she says. “[We trained] on the track,
inthe weightroom, inthe pool ... no one could say that we weren’tin shape!”

n the early 1980’s, Title IX still felt new. Female athleticteams were abletotravel in coach buses, fly to
faraway games, stay in nice hotels and were allocated a small perdiem for meals during holiday breaks
whenthe dormitories wereclosed. Johnson remembers how much pride these advancesinstilledin the
team.



“We feltimportant,” she says. “And we felt like it was contributing to women’s rights. We were going to
getthere, getan education, and use that opportunity to goto what-everthe nextlevel was, just like the

n

men.

Aftera successful athleticand academiccareerat Temple, where she majoredinjournalism, Johnson
worked fora few news organizations. In 1993, she landed at Reutersin Washington, D.C., where she still
works, covering news in Washington, including presidential campaign trails, foreign policy initiatives
from the State Departmentandthe Pentagon, and other political topics.

She was Reuters’ first African American producerhired in North Americaandisinvolved with workplace
diversity initiatives, helping emergingjournalists find jobs, internships and fellowships at
Reuters.Johnson traces astrong connection between hertime at Temple and her news career, whichis
full of challenges, unpredictability and long hours.

“Beinga college athlete gave me the courage to overcome lots of obstacles,” she says, “and not be
afraid to try, to achieve, toreach goals and not be afraid of the unknown.”

Kamali Thompson, CST’12, is a true overachiever: After completing a pre-med undergrad degree at
Temple—with awildly successful fencing career, including being named all-American her senioryear—
she wenton to medical school at Rutgers. Then Thompson gother MBA at Rutgers. Oh, and she’s
trainingforthe U.S. Olympicfencing team.

“I’ve beenrunningaround like a crazy person goingon 10 years now,” Thompson laughs. “But’m a ‘why
not?’ kind of person. Why can’t| get straight A’s? Why can’t | travel the world? I’'m trying to be the best
person| can be, and if | see an opportunity, why nottry forit and see whathappens?”

Thompson discovered fencing as a kid growing upin northern New Jersey, where the sportis popular. In
2006, she begantrainingatthe Peter Westbrook Foundation, anonprofitfencing clubin New York City
that was founded by Peter Westbrook, a six-time Olympian fencer, to help train kids whose families
aren’table to afford private clubs orlessons. Hertime there helped take her game tothe nextlevel.

“Fencingisvery strategic, and in high school fencing, you learn the motions and don’t understand why
you’re doing them,” she says. “[Through training at the foundation], I really understood how everything
worked, like, thisis how you make an attack; thisis how you make a defense.”

After multipletripsto national fencing competitions, Thompson came to Temple, where she was
recruited by the university’s legendary head women’s fencing coach, Nikki Franke, CPH 74, herself a
formerOlympian.

“Coach Franke was the best coach | could everask for,” Thompson notes. “She’s reallystrict, but you
needthatwhenyou’reincollege. It’s so easy to go down the wrong path, and she was always there to
pull you back up.”



Thompson thrivedinthe program and wenttothe NCAAfinals every year. After graduating from Temple
in 2012 and starting her medical school program at Rutgers, she continued herinte nse training schedule
so she could keep fencingon the international stage. She tried for the Olympicteamin 2016, and
though she got close, she didn’t make it. Never one to shy away from a challenge, Thompson, now age
26, isready to try again.

5 - Fencer and Olympic hopeful, Kamali Thompson is a medical student at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School.

Her currentplanis to apply fora residency in orthopedicsurgery and focus on that after the 2020

Olympics. But even aftertaking a break for her medical career, she says she’ll neverreally leave fencing
behind.

“A lot of women who are fencing have kids and come back and fence on an internationallevel, so | think
it would be reallyinterestingto keep goingand see how it goes,” she says.

“What I've learnedis that afterretirement, many women still come to practice, and | know I’ll be in that
space, mentoring the kids who come afterme.” m



