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Jose and Julia Benitez, holding a picture of their daughter Maria Paula.

Addressing the Root Causes of Immigration in Honduras

Honduras is the poorest country in Latin America behind only Haiti. The devastating poverty and violence
from gangs and drug lords results in many people deciding to flee to the United States for a better life. If
you visit many towns in the southwestern U.S., like Houston, you can see thousands of Honduran
immigrants looking for jobs. Getting to the U.S. Is a dangerous journey that can be deadly and many people
don't make it successfully. What if we could address the root causes of immigration so Hondurans could
have a better life in their own country? That's exactly what World Vision is doing through our comprehensive
development program, and I'm visiting Honduras to see the work first-hand.

When we travel to the rural villages in Lempira, we hear more about the tragedy of poverty and immigration
but also some seeds of hope. Jose Benitez, an elder of this village, lost his daughter when she left the
community due to lack of opportunity and died in San Pedro Sula. It was the last straw for this community
and they fully embraced the hand-up that World Vision was offering. Mr. Benitez donated land to the
community so they could create a community garden using drip irrigation from water collected at nearby


http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=9b298304e4fd3ecd10404ac2e&id=2448401daa&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://blog.worldvision.org/content/addressing-root-causes-emigration-honduras?campaign=108929190

water tanks provided by World Vision. Benitez is proud to tell me they have stopped the migration of youth
away from the community by creating jobs and opportunity. Their efforts are very deliberate and successful.
Each adult in the community brings a young person to work with them in the gardens and they've made the
young people part of their savings group. They tell the young people that the gardens are theirs and that
they have a future in the community. The flood of migration slowed and then stopped with only two of the
800 youth leaving and even those two returned recently. Benitez tells me, "Our community is a World Vision
community".

This blog shares the stories of individuals and communities that are being transformed through World
Vision's water work.

Newsflash

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation awarded $3 million to World Vision for the purpose of
demonstrating sustainable water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services in all health care
facilities in two districts in Mali.

Please join World Vision and MSR Global Health in bringing safe water to transform the lives
of 500,000 people in need! Learn more here. The MSR SE200™ Community Chlorine Maker
is enabling low-resource communities around the world to create chlorine for safe water
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treatment on the spot.

Win a VIP Seattle Seahawks football experience with Debbie
Macomber & support World Vision's global water work!

Enter now for a chance to win a once-in-a-lifetime VIP package to watch the Seattle
Seahawks battle the Carolina Panthers on December 4th from Debbie Macomber’s luxury
viewing box that includes unique field-level access! You'll also receive $1,000 to use for travel,
accommodations or for anything you want to do on your trip!

A long-time supporter of World Vision, watch the game with host Debbie Macomber from her
VIP box at CenturyLink Field. Debbie is a #1 New York Times bestselling author and one of
today’s most popular writers with more than 200 million copies of her books in print worldwide.

Enter the sweepstakes before November 21st here.
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Please click the icons below to share this
newsletter with others you know who believe
that every child deserves clean water.
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Dr. Greg Allgood
Vice President, Water
World Vision U.S.

worldvision.org/our-impact/clean-water

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families,
and their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and
injustice. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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