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Update: 4 February 2020 14:30 UTC 
 
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
 
As of 4 February, there are now 20,438 people confirmed to have the infection in mainland China, with the death toll from the outbreak 
rising to 425, including only the second death outside of mainland China – in Hong Kong. Of note, China’s National Health Commission 
reported 64 new fatalities as of midnight on Monday - the biggest daily increase since the virus was first detected late last year.  
 
In a rare admission, China has reported "shortcomings and difficulties" in its response to the flu-like infection. 
 
Despite the World Health Organization reiterating the world is not in a pandemic of coronavirus, governments and commercial entities are 
increasingly implementing responses at a level that would be perceived as such. 
 

 

Anvil’s Country Risk Level for China is likely to be raised to 4: Essential travel only; assess, evaluate and 
take appropriate action to ensure the safety and security of the traveller. If travel is deemed essential, 
ensure that additional protective security measures are in place. 
  

Government 
Travel Advice 

‘Five Eyes’ Intelligence Alliance Advice 
 
  Australia – Do not travel to China - dated 2 Feb - 
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/asia/china 
 
  Canada – Avoid non-essential travel to China; Avoid all travel to Hubei Province - dated 4 Feb  - 
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china 
 
  New Zealand – Do not travel – dated 2 Feb - https://www.safetravel.govt.nz/china 
 
  United Kingdom - Avoid all but essential travel to China, but those in China should leave the country if 
able to do so, dated - 4 Feb - https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china 
 
  USA – Do not travel - dated 2 Feb – 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/china-travel-advisory.html 
 
Other Government Advice 
 
  France - Avoid non-essential travel to China; all travel to the provinces of Hunan, Henan, Guangdong and 
Zhejiang is not recommended unless there are imperative reasons – 4 February 
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/conseils-aux-voyageurs/conseils-par-pays-destination/chine/#derniere 
 
  Germany - avoid non-essential travel to China - 4 February - https://www.auswaertiges-
amt.de/de/ReiseUndSicherheit/chinasicherheit/200466#content_0 
 
  Ireland - Avoid non-essential travel; avoid all travel to the Hubei Province - 31 January - 
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/travel-advice/a-z-list-of-countries/china/. 
 
  Italy - Avoid non-essential travel to the country; avoid all travel to Hubei Province - 31 January - 
http://www.viaggiaresicuri.it/country/CHN 
 
  Japan - Avoid non-essential travel to the country; avoid all travel to Hubei Province - 31 January - 
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2020T016.html#ad-image-0 
 

Airline Restrictions In response to such governmental travel advisories and other independent assessments, we are witnessing a 
daily reduction in available flights to/from mainland China. Although this is largely for commercial reasons, 
driven by low demand, these cancellations, some for several weeks or even months, are heavily impacting 
the ability to travel by commercial means.  
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For example, today, Cathay Pacific has confirmed that it plans to cut round 30 percent of its capacity over 
the next two months, including around 90 percent of its flights to mainland China. 
 
Compounding this situation is a lack of information on exact routes affected, creating difficulties in planning 
contingency travel plans. Moreover, countries like the United Arab Emirates have implemented blanket bans 
on travel. On 3 February, the UAE announced it will suspend all China flights, except for those connecting 
with Beijing, over the current coronavirus outbreak. The flight suspension will begin on 5 February. The 
measures taken by the country are until further notice and will affect Emirates and Etihad Airways flights to 
Guangzhou, Shanghai and Chengdu.  
 
Additionally, on Monday, Lufthansa said it would extend its Beijing and Shanghai flight suspension until 28 
February, due to the coronavirus outbreak. The carrier will continue, at this stage, to fly to Hong Kong; 
however, its flights to Nanjing, Shenyang and Qingdao would also be suspended until 28 March. 
 
Demonstrating the progressive nature of these airline schedule changes, flight data firm OAG, said the levels 
of cancellations to, from and within mainland China due to the coronavirus so far were "unprecedented". 
More than 25,000 flights to, from or within China will be cancelled this week.  
 
Meanwhile, today, American Airlines Group, the largest US carrier, said it had suspended all its flights to 
and from Hong Kong. A spokeswoman said the airline's suspension of its Hong Kong flights to and from Los 
Angeles and Dallas would continue through to 20 February. 
 
Where evacuations are taking place, with governmental assistance, there has been some resistance from 
Chinese officials to permit such flights, although the numbers of such flights have increased in recent days. 
Although this is a positive, the general procedure is for those on these flights to be quarantined for 14-days 
at a military or hospital facility. For some, at the cost of the individual. 
 

Travel Restrictions 
Generally 

Within mainland China itself, travel restrictions continue to be imposed, or previous measures deepened or 
extended. Today, travel and health restrictions were imposed in the cities of Hangzhou, Taizhou and Ningbo, 
Zhejiang Province – near Shanghai. According to the reports, the city of Taizhou and three Hangzhou 
districts- including the area housing the main office of Chinese tech giant Alibaba - and some in Ningbo will 
only allow one person per household to go outside every two days to buy necessities.  
 
Train services in Taizhou will also be suspended. Meanwhile, all residential communities must only keep one 
entrance open and residents must present ID each time they come in and out. In the impacted Hangzhou 
districts, additional measures included mandatory mask wearing and compulsory ID and temperature 
checks. Hangzhou's Yuhang district has confirmed the suspension to buses, taxis, shuttle buses, and airport 
lines until further notice. It is estimated that the new restrictions will impact 12 million people. Other areas in 
China implementing mandatory wearing of facemasks include Guangdong and Sichuan. 
 
Earlier research had identified the following restrictions - At least 24 provinces, municipalities and other 
regions in China have told businesses not to resume work before 10 February at the earliest. Notably, Beijing 
is advising companies to have employees work from home until 10 February, while in Hubei Province, 
businesses will not reopen until 14 February, with the national Lunar holiday to be concurrently extended. In 
Tianjin, Businesses and schools are not to reopen until further notice. 
 
Anhui, Chongqing, Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hunan, Inner 
Mongolia, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanghai, Shanxi, Suzhou, Xi’an, 
Yunnan, Zhejiang: work is to resume no earlier than midnight on 9 February. 
 
Concerning other restrictions, border closures with China have taken effect, with Mongolia and Russia 
reporting such measures. In addition, and critical for China and the international community, Hong Kong has 
closed all but two crossings with the mainland, with the Hong Kong authorities under immense pressure 
from striking medical workers to implement a full ban. Macao has instructed its casino businesses to close 
down for a two-week period. Taiwan's foreign ministry said the island will deny entry to all foreign nationals 
who had been to China during the past 14 days. 
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An additional consideration that needs to be factored into the assessment is third country travel. Malaysia 
has confirmed its first coronavirus case today, 4 February, with the patient having recently travelled to 
Singapore to meet with Chinses delegates, falling ill upon their return to Malaysia. A South Korean tourist to 
Thailand has also been confirmed to have the virus after they have returned home. 
 
Industry production in APAC region is also becoming increasingly affected. South Korea's largest automaker, 
Hyundai Motor Company, will suspend all domestic production this week because of a lack of parts. Toyota 
has suspended its operations in China, where it has plants in northern city Tianjin and the southern province 
of Guangdong, until 9 February, while Honda Motor Co plans to extend the closure period for its three car 
plants in Wuhan with Dongfeng Group until 13 February. Tesla has also followed suit by shutting down 
operations in their new factory in Shanghai. BMW is also understood to have implemented factory 
suspensions. Other sectors are also impacted - Pandora's business in China has ground to a halt. 
 
Although not an absolute possibility, the risk of airlines starting to impose quarantine or outright travel bans 
for persons in other APAC countries or known infected countries is becoming a strong possibility. 
 

 
  

 
 


