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Update: 31 January 2020 11:40 UTC 
 
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
 
On Thursday evening (30 January 2020) the World Health Organization’s Emergency Committee on the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
declared the outbreak a global emergency, but concurrently warned governments not to impose travel or trade restrictions on China. The 
main driving factor behind the WHO decision was the danger that coronavirus could be devastating if it spreads to countries with weak 
public health systems. The decision was not a reflection on China.  
 
What does the declaration mean? In short, there is now more money available to combat the outbreak and provides the WHO more 
strategic power because member nations, including China, have a binding obligation to accept and implement any decisions that the WHO 
makes. However, individual governments are already acting independently of the WHO. 
 

 

Anvil‘s Risk Level for Wuhan, the epicentre of the outbreak, is 4, though we are currently unchanged at 
Level 3 for China. The medical risk level has been increased from 2 to 3. 
 

Transmission Human-to-human transmission remains low, but there are confirmed cases internationally including in The 
United States, Germany, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand and France. 
 
On Friday, the UK confirmed its first two cases of Coronavirus, both patients being family members, with 
quarantine measures taking effect. Although there have been some conflicting reports of where those with 
the illness are being treated, the common consensus appears to indicate Newcastle. In addition, a student at 
the University of Bristol has been rushed to hospital with "flu-like symptoms". 
 
The WHO decision demonstrates a high level of restraint to advise against travel and trade, however this 
could be as the WHO are arguably less politicised than country advisories. It could also be because countries, 
and subsequently corporations, are already acting independently and at a level above that of the WHO 
recommendations. 
 
A key upcoming date concerning the outbreak is the end of the Lunar New Year holiday that was extended 
nationally in China to Sunday 2 February, after which industry will start to resume. Meanwhile,  local 
authorities have been making area specific decisions: 

 
• On January 30, Jiangxi Province and Shandong Province announced non-essential enterprises will be 

closed till February 9. 
• On January 29, Hubei Province announced that enterprises in the province will be closed till February 

13. 
• On January 29, Anhui Province announced the delay in resumption of work for non-essential 

enterprises to February 9. 
• On January 28, Chongqing also announced that non-essential enterprises in the administrative area 

will remain closed till February 9. 
• On January 29, the provinces of Jiangsu and Yunnan announced that non-essential enterprises must 

delay work to February 9. 
• On January 28, Guangdong Province announced that it will delay resumption of work and school to 

after February 9 and February 17-24, respectively.  
• On January 27, Zhejiang Province announced it is delaying return to work and school to February 9.  
• On January 27, Shanghai announced that all enterprises will remain closed till February 9. 
 

This link shows a model, whereby cities within China and countries are ranked in terms their risk of imported 
cases, while the risk remains relatively low. 
 
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/3ffd36c3-0272-4510-a140-39e288a9f15c/page/U5lCB 

 

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/3ffd36c3-0272-4510-a140-39e288a9f15c/page/U5lCB
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China has indicated that it expects the spread to peak within the next two weeks, but due to a lack of 
transparency from Chinese officials and independent media, this is difficult to validate. The latest figures 
from China state there are at least 9,692 people confirmed to have the infection, which has spread from 
Wuhan's Hubei province to every one of China's 31 provinces. 
 
Another 102,000 people were also reportedly under medical observation with possible symptoms of the 
respiratory ailment. 
 
The death toll has risen to 213. 

 

Travel Advice ‘Five Eyes’ Intelligence Alliance Advice 
 

  Australia – Reconsider need to travel dated 28 January 
 
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/asia/china 
 
  Canada – Avoid non-essential travel dated 31 January 
 
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china 
 
  New Zealand – Avoid non-essential travel to China dated 29 January 
 
https://www.safetravel.govt.nz/china 
 
  UK - Advise against all but essential travel to mainland China dated 29 January 
 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china 
 
  USA – Do not travel advisory dated 30 January 
 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/china-travel-advisory.html 
 
  Japan is also urging its citizens to avoid non-urgent trips to all of China. 

 
The availability of scheduled passenger services to/from China is declining and will therefore start impacting 
direct travel to/from China, by commercial means.  
 
We have also observed notable resistance from China to provide permissions for countries to repatriate 
citizens; especially from Wuhan. The UK flight was delayed, and it is understood Australia has yet to receive 
the required permissions. Indirect travel has yet to be significantly impacted, but what this does present by 
proxy is further issues with screening and containment. 
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