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WATCH a video message from literacy leaders
Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

Achieving substantial school-wide growth is possible if a community
of educators is willing to undertake the journey together.
- Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell
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Coherence
The Instructional Anchor:
The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum
Imagine a school where all educators teach for the same behaviors and understandings
using a common language, where the lesson framework helps develop a consistent
thread that students become familiar and comfortable with year after year, and where
students’ literacy progress is the shared responsibility of every teacher, coach, and
administrator in the school community. FPC is a comprehensive classroom system
built around The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum to help educators choose
lessons and books that meet students where they are and move them forward towards
proficiency. Not only do students benefit from responsive teaching and engaging books
at every grade level, but educators also benefit from the opportunity to build their own
expertise as they work with the materials.
The Literacy Continuum is THE root of instructional coherence in FPC and is the only
literacy tool of its kind on the market. In fact, The Literacy Continuum is the thread,
the anchor of ALL of Fountas and Pinnell’s work. It creates instructional coherence
among all teachers that work with students, forging a seamless link from assessment
to responsive teaching.

heinemann.com
800.225.5800
fountasandpinnell.com
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Authenticity
Thousands of Books, Created and Curated by
Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
Authentic books and lots of them are at the heart of FPC—exciting books to stir
students’ imaginations, beautifully crafted books to enhance children’s language and
content knowledge, challenging books to lift every reader, and diverse books to expand
readers’ life experiences and knowledge of their world.
The FPC Guided Reading Collections are the best of their kind on the market, created
exclusively for Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ by a team of talented children’s authors
and illustrators under the direction of Fountas and Pinnell. Each Guided Reading book
was carefully written and calibrated to match the text characteristics for Levels A–Z
on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ and to support efficient processing and successful
comprehension. Interactive Read-Aloud, Independent Reading, and Book Clubs feature
award-winning, acquired trade titles, curated by Fountas and Pinnell with careful
attention to diversity to ensure students can see themselves reflected in the books
they read and write about. Every title, carefully selected or edited to support an
instructional context, has a purpose.
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Framework
A Familiar Lesson Structure With Increasing
Complexity by Grade
Each instructional context of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ is designed for teachers
to support students as they build a robust text-processing system. Throughout various
instructional contexts, students are able to successfully interact with texts of increasing
challenge and complexity. As you look across each grade-level system, content
becomes more sophisticated as do the demands students are expected to meet.
The lessons and texts provide an increased level of complexity and require students
to meet increased demands for critical thinking and social/emotional growth, and all
instructional contexts require students to engage in a deeper level of conversation to
demonstrate their comprehension.

Independent Reading
Conferring Card
Lion and Tiger
K

Author

Kitty Colton

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com
to download online resources to support
this lesson, including:
• Words: art, bird, burn, car, cord, fern,
form, her, horn, hurt, important, market,
north, park, sharp, shirt, smart, sport,
stir, turn

Genre

Guided Reading

Fiction/Animal
Fantasy

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level K in The Fountas
& Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may be appropriate.

Reading

■■
Monitor fluent,

■■
Reread to

■■
Understand

search for and use
information from multiple
sources.

■■
Notice

and use punctuation
marks: periods, commas,
question marks, exclamation
marks, and quotation marks.

phrased reading.

animal-related
vocabulary (lion, tiger, mane,
stripes).

■■
Talk

about what is learned from
characters, their problem, and the
resolution of the problem.

Analysis of Book Characteristics

Phonics/Letter and
Word Work
■■
Recognize

and use vowel sounds

with r.

Writing About Reading
character attributes
as revealed through thought,
dialogue, behavior, and what
others say or think about them.

■■
Setting that

is not typical of many
students’ experiences

fantasy

Text Structure
■■
Narrative text with

straightforward structure
(beginning, series of episodes,
and an ending)

Content
■■
Familiar content

(animals)

■■
Moderate

level of support
provided by picture information

■■
Content

familiar to students
through prior experiences with
storytelling, media, and hearing
books read aloud

Themes and Ideas
■■
Concrete themes

close to
students’ experience (friendship,
rivalry, helping others)

■■
Plot with
■■
Elements

conflict and resolution
of fantasy (talking

animals)

Words
■■
One, two-,

and three-syllable
words (forest, path, attention)
(their, after, again)
inflectional endings
(walking, roared, wrapped)

■■
Illustrations with

■■
Many sentences

beginning with
phrases (The next morning, Lion
woke up first.)

■■
Sentences with

common
connectives (and, so)

■■
Some

content-specific words
requiring use of context for
understanding (claws, mane,
bandage)

details that add

interest
■■
Illustrations

on every page or
page spread

Book and Print Features
■■
Three to ten

lines of print on a

page
■■
Sentences

Author/
Illustrator

Stephan Pastis

Genre

Fiction/Realistic (Humorous)

Message(s) Life is often unfair. When things go wrong,

it’s important to keep working to make your
dreams come true.

starting in the middle

of a line
■■
Periods,

commas, question marks,
exclamation marks, quotation
marks, and a dash

Fiction/Fantasy

Text Set

Author/Illustrator Study:
Janell Cannon
• Stellaluna
• Verdi
• Crickwing
• Pinduli

When a young fruit bat named Stellaluna becomes separated from her mother, she moves in with a family of birds and
tries her best to live like they do. Later, after reuniting with her bat family, Stellaluna must relearn how to be a bat.

Messages

Goals
Think about the reading behaviors and understandings your students control. Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
Continuum for Grade 3 Interactive Read-Aloud and select appropriate goals. You may want to consider these:

Inquiry
■■Learn

Communication
Janell Cannon’s use of descriptive language.

■■Express

opinions about Stellaluna and other characters
in the story.

about fruit bats and how they live.

This second book in the Timmy Failure series is again narrated by the title character. Timmy is now

Comprehension

living with his unemployed mother and his polar bear Total in the mansion of his eccentric GreatAunt Colander. Timmy is certain that he’s a genius, but he continues to consistently and hilariously

■■Notice

how realistic illustrations provide information
about characters and setting.
what will happen next in the story (e.g., Can
Stellaluna keep her promise?).

■■Engage

Stellaluna’s intentions, feelings, and motivations
from her words and actions.

actively in conversational routines.

Vocabulary
■■Learn

new vocabulary from the story (e.g., swooped,
clambered, clutched, grasped).

■■Predict

■■Derive

the meaning of words from the context of a
paragraph or the whole story.

■■Infer

■■Use

some academic language to talk about literary
features (e.g., setting).

About This Book
GENRE FOCUS In this fantasy, the animal characters speak and think like people, but they live in realistic settings
and behave like the animals they are.
HOW THE BOOK WORKS Detailed, realistic illustrations help readers learn about bats as they enjoy the
compelling narrative. The book ends with a section that gives facts and information about bats.
IMPORTANT TEXT CHARACTERISTICS
■■Detailed,

realistic illustrations that fully support meaning

■■Narrative

with straightforward structure and several episodes

■■Relatable

animal characters that talk and think like humans but are governed by realistic animal behavior and settings

■■Sophisticated
■■“Bat

presentation of themes related to balancing individual identity and assimilation into a group

Notes” section with information about different kinds of bats

Note that much of the comedy in Now Look What You’ve Done is created by the contrast between

using adult vocabulary and a condescending manner to a teacher. The humor comes from the fact
that the reader is aware that the behavior is inappropriate, while Timmy is not.
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Janell Cannon

Genre

Timmy’s inappropriate behavior and what the actual situation is. Ask the student to read the scene
on page 107, in which Timmy insults his geography teacher, Mr. Purgatoni. Point out that Timmy is

(Everyone has special attributes.)

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Stellaluna
3

Author/
Illustrator

Summary

■■Recognize

Focus on Language and Literary Features

■■
Idea close to students’ experience

FPC_GR_Lesson_0012_K_LionAndTiger.indd 3

Book
Grade

The ways we are the same and the ways we are different make our friendships special. It is important to fit in with a
group, but it is also important to be yourself. Everyone has different gifts and abilities.

Book Talk

Timmy is convinced—counter to all clues—that love-struck classmate Molly Moskins is the culprit.
When a series of mishaps make him miss the contest deadline in his own school, he gets himself
transferred to a school for delinquent boys so he can enter that competition, which has a later
deadline. There he meets Nunzio’s cousin and school bully Minnie the Magnificent. Timmy manages
to miss the fact that Minnie is eating with Nunzio’s missing spoon. Then Timmy is once again unable
to enter his incorrect conclusion for the detective contest because it turns out that his great-aunt’s
mansion is not in the school’s district. Along the way, Timmy bonds with his odd great-aunt, who
understands him. Now his mom is homeschooling him and he is seeing a therapist. The story ends as
Timmy’s mom finds a job and the two are moving on to new adventures.

■■
Verbs with

Illustrations

■■
Some

Vocabulary

4

misinterpret the most obvious clues while investigating his cases. His first case is to find the missing
dog-head spoon of classmate Nunzio Benedici. When the school district initiates a detective contest,

■■
A variety of high-frequency words

Sentence Complexity
longer sentences with more
than fifteen words

Grade

Summary

Lion and Tiger, Level K

Language and Literary
Features

■■
Fiction
■■
Animal

• Stellaluna
• Chart paper and markers
• Drawing paper and colored pencils
or crayons
• Books or online sources on bats

Now Look What You’ve Done
[Timmy Failure 2]

Being the greatest detective in town—and possibly in the country—isn’t easy when you’ve got
a broken leg, you are prevented from entering the school-detective contest, and your business
partner is a gluttonous polar bear. But no one said life is fair. Timmy Failure continues to fight for
the truth—in his own hilarious way—in this second book in the Timmy Failure series.

■■
Describe

How The Book Works This animal fantasy includes repeated language structures, animal-related vocabulary, and
extensive dialogue. A lion and a tiger argue about which of them is the greatest until they are lost. When they use their
special characteristics to help each other, they find that both have good qualities.

Genre/Form

You Will Need

Title

Illustrator Jesse Hodgson

Interactive Read-Aloud

Level

• Lion and Tiger, Level K
• pocket chart

IRA

Book

GR

You Will Need
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Research-Based Instruction
Decades of Classroom Experience:
a Robust Research-Based Professional Book Base
FPC is built on a foundation of more than 25 years of classroom experience and
incorporates leading thinking around literacy instruction, as well as the authors’ own
research about how literacy develops in children over time. In addition, FPC is deeply
rooted in decades of research-based professional books—a solid foundation of theory
written in a practical voice for teachers and school leaders. The Fountas & Pinnell
Literacy™ systems were developed from this research base and are intricately connected
to and complement one another for instructional coherence. Heinemann is the only
publisher of Fountas and Pinnell’s collective and comprehensive literacy work, which
includes a complete and cohesive classroom literacy system, intervention system,
assessment system, professional book base, and professional learning opportunities.

SECOND
EDITION

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Guided

Reading

Responsive
Teaching
Across the
Grades

A Companion Volume to The Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Lessons

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Word

Matters

Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom

Literacy

Beginnings
A Prekindergarten Handbook

GRADES

K–2

Andrea McCarrier, Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Interactive

Writing

How Language and Literacy Come Together

A Coherent Design to Engage Diverse Learners in Grades 4–6
n More challenging themes and messages in each text set
n Includes some short story collections and shorter novels
n Authentic inquiry projects to engage students in real-life problem-solving
n Includes 120 trade titles per grade organized in text sets to support thinking

n More challenging themes and messages in each text set
n Includes some short story collections and novels
n Includes 48 trade titles per grade linked to Interactive Read-Aloud

n Greater volume and variety of genres
n Genres and forms that engage and inspire older students
n Includes 200 trade titles per grade

n Inquiry-based lessons with emphasis on vocabulary building and multisyllable words
n Intensive work with irregular letter patterns, affixes, and word origins (including
Latin and Greek roots)
n Extensive, specialized word lists
* Grades 5-6: in development.

n Features a large quantity of engaging nonfiction books to increase content knowledge
n Intensive teaching for the development of strategic actions for decoding, fluency and
comprehending texts
n Continued emphasis on series and greater number of graphic texts
n Books span levels N-Z on the F&P Text Level Gradient™: 180 original titles in Grade 4,
170 original titles in Grade 5, and 150 original titles in Grade 6
n Features sophisticated literary analysis lessons for fiction and nonfiction texts
n Includes emphasis on social–emotional conversational moves for deep discussion
n Develops awareness of the writer’s craft and understanding of the organization of different
genres of text
n Emphasis on writing about reading and the use of Advanced Reader’s Notebooks

GENERAL

n Project-based writing
n More emphasis on literary analysis and content knowledge
n Links to disciplinary learning
n Texts that challenge students to think more deeply about themselves and their world
n Increased sophistication in thematic content
n Emphasis on human challenges and social justice issues
n Includes emphasis on writing about reading and the use of Advanced Reader’s Notebooks

heinemann.com
800.225.5800
fountasandpinnell.com

What to Do While You’re Waiting for Grades 4–6
Get to know The Literacy Continuum:
n Get copies of The Literacy Continuum for every teacher in your school;

learning how to use this essential tool will ensure that teachers are ready
to implement FPC
n Download The Literacy Continuum study guide and establish

professional learning communities with colleagues
n Create a sample lesson using your favorite trade title for Interactive

Read-Aloud along with relevant grade-level goals from The Literacy Continuum
n Review the Guided Reading section of The Literacy Continuum from levels Q–Z: texts featured

in these sections will be part of the FPC Guided Reading Collections for grades 4–6

Take advantage of free professional learning opportunities:
n Prepare for implementation with the FPC Interactive Action Plan, an essential tool to help

you reflect on your school community’s vision and values, and create a shared school vision
n Watch free, recorded webinars at fountasandpinnell.com
n Join The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Learning Group on Facebook to engage in conversation

and learning with peers from all across the world:
facebook.com/groups/fountaspinnell

Familiarize yourself with FPC lessons, books, and other FPL materials:
n Investigate fee-based professional learning options
n Observe K-3 classrooms who are already using FPC resources, and talk with colleagues

about what differences they are noticing in their literacy instruction
n Review the FPC 4–6 Implementation Timeline (available at fountasandpinnell.com/fpc) and

be on the lookout for samplers in 2019
n Refer to the “Prompts for Book Discussions” section in the Fountas & Pinnell Prompting

Guide, Part 2 to deepen the level of conversation during Book Clubs with your students
n Refer to the “Prompts for Reading Conferences” section in the Prompting Guide, Part 2 to

engage in Independent Reading conferences with students
n Continue using the Benchmark Assessment System 2 and The Literacy Continuum to

guide your teaching decisions and extend the pathway towards instructional coherence

Join the

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Community
Designed for teachers, literacy leaders,
and district administrators
We invite you to join the thousands of educators from around the world on one of
the fastest-growing online literacy communities and gain exclusive access to tools,
resources, conversations, videos, tips, inspiration, and much more.

Free Membership

DOWNLOAD

n Exclusive Webinars hosted by Irene C. Fountas

and Gay Su Pinnell
n Daily Lit Bits
n Consultant-led Discussion Board
n Instructional Tools and Resource Library

the TEKS alignment to The Literacy
Continuum, Expanded Edition—the
foundation for Fountas & Pinnell
Classroom™—for grades K through
8. A helpful tool for Texas teachers!
Available at fountasandpinnell.com
and accessible via the QR code on
the front cover

n Study Guides

fountasandpinnell.com

Your daily literacy retreat to reflect, recharge,
research, and redefine your literacy instruction.

Continue the conversation online:
@FountasPinnell
#FPLiteracy

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™
@FountasandPinnell

@FountasPinnell
#fountasandpinnell

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Learning Group
facebook.com/groups/fountaspinnell
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