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Teaching Resources: 

A Guide for Families
Students work in the online Reading Plus program to build essential 
comprehension skills that form the foundation for proficient reading. 
These skills align with rigorous standards for reading and English 
Language Arts.

To supplement students’ online work in Reading Plus, printable skill-
building materials are available to educators, parents, and guardians. 
These materials can be used in conjunction with online Reading Plus 
lessons, or as standalone resources to support student growth.  

http://readingplus.com/teaching-resources
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How are the resources organized?
All resources are presented in skill-building packages grouped around a broad skill or “standard.”  
Every standard includes multiple comprehension skills. 

Materials are divided into two curriculum levels:

 Ĉ Basic: For students reading independently at a 2nd-grade to 5th-grade level. 
 Ĉ Intermediate: For students reading independently at a 6th-grade level or higher.

Your child’s independent reading level is the level at which he or she can read easily and successfully 
without help.

Note that 2nd-grade and 3rd-grade readers typically need adult support when completing these resources.

What resources are included?
Skill-building packages for every comprehension  
skill include three types of resources:

 Ĉ Skill Practice Worksheets provide teaching 
pages and practice pages. This helps 
students learn about a specific skill and then 
apply what they have learned.

 Ĉ Skill-Based Writing Prompts help  
students deepen their understanding of 
the texts they read while strengthening the 
valuable literacy skill of expressing their 
ideas in writing.

 Ĉ Graphic Organizers serve as a support 
in generating ideas and sharing them in a 
more visual format.

Resources can be downloaded as complete 
packets or as individual resources.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  

1A Identifying Explicit Details 

 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Create a new question for a selection you have read and answer the question 

using information from the selection. 

Basic Describe three details from a selection and explain how they helped make the 

selection more interesting to you. 

Basic Create a diagram that lists the following information about a selection: Who, 

What, Where, When, Why, How. 

Basic Choose three selections you have read. Make a list with the headings, 

location, characters, and events, and fill in the information from the three 

selections. 

Basic Write a speech for a character in a selection you read in which the character 

describes his or her life, home, and the things he or she likes to do. 

Basic Write an interview with a character from a selection. Include at least three 

questions that you would ask the character, and include the character's 

answers to those questions. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection you read that has a make-believe setting, 

and another paragraph about a selection you read that has a real setting. 

Compare how the authors of these selections describe the settings. 

Basic Is the location of a selection important? Choose a selection you read and 

explain why (or why not) the location was an important part of the story. 

Basic Explain when and where a selection takes place. What clues help you 

determine that information? 

Basic Describe how the setting of a selection is similar to or different from the place 

where you live. 

Basic Think about a question you had to answer about a selection you read. 

Describe how you were able to determine the answer from information in the 

text. 

Intermediate Write three questions about a selection that will require additional research 

or fact-checking to answer them. Provide the answers to these questions. 
 

Prompts Continued on Next Page 
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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

The texts you read contain a lot of information. Works of fiction 
may include details about characters, settings, and plots. 
Nonfiction texts may include facts and data that describe real 
people, places, and events. As you read, you will need to determine 
which information in the text is most helpful in understanding  
the text’s main idea or theme. In other words, which details are 
most important.

 ► Read the following excerpt:

It was 11:22 a.m. on a rainy Tuesday in March. Kelly sat on a metal folding chair. She could 

not keep still. She felt compelled to cross and then uncross her legs, or to nervously tap 

her foot on the floor. Her eyes were focused on the big oak door at the end of the room. 

Kelly knew that soon that door would open, and she would be called for her turn to appear 

before the school drama teacher and show director.The room was quiet except for the ticking of a large clock on the wall. Kelly silently went 

over her lines, again and again, even though by now she knew them backward and forward. 

She wanted this role!

If someone asked you for the simplest, most concise way to state the main idea of this text, what 

would you say? Most likely, it would be:Kelly is waiting for her turn to audition for a school drama production. 
What information helped you to determine the main idea?

WHAT INFORMATION  
IS IN THIS EXCERPT?                                         

IS THIS INFORMATION IMPORTANT  TO UNDERSTAND THE MAIN IDEA?
11:22 a.m., Tuesday, March, rainy day These are details that help you visualize the setting, but they 

do not provide information about the main idea of the text.
cannot sit still, crosses and uncrosses her legs, taps her foot These details about Kelly let us know her state of mind – she 

is nervous about something, but these details themselves do 
not tell us what is making her feel nervous.

folding chair, oak door, ticking clock These details describe how the room looks and sounds, but do 
not explain to us why Kelly is in the room.waiting to be called for her turn to appear before the drama teacher  and director
These details help you understand the main idea. They let you 
know why Kelly is in the room – she wants to try out for some 
kind of drama production.goes over her lines repeatedly, knows them well, and wants the role
These details help you understand the main idea. They confirm 
that Kelly is trying out for a role in the school play.

As you read, pay close attention to the details in the text. You’ll need to determine which details 

help you get the gist, or main idea, of the text.

As you read, look for 
the details that help you figure out the text’s 

main idea. 

1A
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Close Reading

Identifying Explicit DetailsLesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Your friend says to you, “Hey, I see you’re reading a book. What’s it about?” How would you 

answer? Most likely you will answer your friend by describing the key details (often called the 

explicit details) in the book. 

These are the parts of an informational text that clearly answer the who, what, when, where, why, 

and how. These explicit details are the building blocks of the main idea of an informational text. 

How can you find the explicit details?  Ask yourself these three questions:

1. What is the text mostly about? 

(In other words, create a topic sentence for the text.)

2.  Is there another good title for this text? 

(In other words, what other title would accurately describe the text?)

3. Which details in the text best support the main idea? 

(In other words, what is the most important information in the text?)

 ► Read this excerpt from www.whitehouse.gov, a website about the U.S. government:

Our Commander-in-Chief

The President is both the head of state and head of government of the United States of 

America, and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

Under Article II of the Constitution, the President is responsible for the execution and 

enforcement of the laws created by Congress. Fifteen executive departments — each 

led by an appointed member of the President’s Cabinet — carry out the day-to-day 

administration of the federal government. They are joined in this by other executive 

agencies such as the CIA and Environmental Protection Agency, the heads of which are 

not part of the Cabinet, but who are under the full authority of the President. 

What is this text mostly about?
This excerpt is mostly about the job function of 

the President of the United States. 

Is there another good title for this text? This excerpt could also be entitled, “The 

President’s Job,” or “The Role of the President.”

Which details in the text best support  

the main idea?

The president 

• is head of state

• is head of the government

• is Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces

• executes and enforces laws

• leads the Cabinet

• has authority over executive agencies.

1A
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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

The texts you read contain a lot of information. Works of fiction 
may include details about characters, settings, and plots. 
Nonfiction texts may include facts and data that describe real 
people, places, and events. As you read, you will need to determine 
which information in the text is most helpful in understanding  
the text’s main idea or theme. In other words, which details are 
most important.

 ► Read the following excerpt:

It was 11:22 a.m. on a rainy Tuesday in March. Kelly sat on a metal folding chair. She could 

not keep still. She felt compelled to cross and then uncross her legs, or to nervously tap 

her foot on the floor. Her eyes were focused on the big oak door at the end of the room. 

Kelly knew that soon that door would open, and she would be called for her turn to appear 

before the school drama teacher and show director.The room was quiet except for the ticking of a large clock on the wall. Kelly silently went 

over her lines, again and again, even though by now she knew them backward and forward. 

She wanted this role!

If someone asked you for the simplest, most concise way to state the main idea of this text, what 

would you say? Most likely, it would be:Kelly is waiting for her turn to audition for a school drama production. 
What information helped you to determine the main idea?

WHAT INFORMATION  
IS IN THIS EXCERPT?                                         

IS THIS INFORMATION IMPORTANT  TO UNDERSTAND THE MAIN IDEA?
11:22 a.m., Tuesday, March, rainy day These are details that help you visualize the setting, but they 

do not provide information about the main idea of the text.
cannot sit still, crosses and uncrosses her legs, taps her foot These details about Kelly let us know her state of mind – she 

is nervous about something, but these details themselves do 
not tell us what is making her feel nervous.

folding chair, oak door, ticking clock These details describe how the room looks and sounds, but do 
not explain to us why Kelly is in the room.waiting to be called for her turn to appear before the drama teacher  and director
These details help you understand the main idea. They let you 
know why Kelly is in the room – she wants to try out for some 
kind of drama production.goes over her lines repeatedly, knows them well, and wants the role
These details help you understand the main idea. They confirm 
that Kelly is trying out for a role in the school play.

As you read, pay close attention to the details in the text. You’ll need to determine which details 

help you get the gist, or main idea, of the text.

As you read, look for 
the details that help you figure out the text’s 

main idea. 

1A
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My child DOES NOT currently use Reading Plus.  
How do I use these resources?

Idea #1: Follow a Sequential Progression
Consider taking your child through a progression that will help strengthen skills in a sequential manner, 
one standard/skill at time. 

For example, you may choose to focus on one 
comprehension skill per week, beginning with 
the skills associated with #1: Close Reading. 

 Ĉ During Week One, the focus skill would be 
Identifying Explicit Details. 

 à Monday: Skill Practice Worksheet, 
Lesson 1

 à Tuesday: Skill Practice Worksheet, 
Lesson 2

 à Wednesday: Skill Practice Worksheet, 
Lesson 3

 à Thursday: Assign your child to  
read a fictional text such as part of  
a book you have at home, or an ebook 
you can check out virtually from your 
local library. Then have your child 
respond to one of the  
Skill-Based Writing Prompts included in 
the packet.

 þ Offer the Graphic Organizer  
to support the thinking and  
writing process.

 à Friday: Assign your child to read a non-
fiction text such as a news article, a 
Wikipedia entry, or a magazine excerpt. 
Then have your child respond to a Skill-
Based Writing Prompt.

 Ĉ During Week Two, the focus skill would be 
Drawing Conclusions and Making  
Inferences, and so forth.
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Rubric for Grading Writing
Categories 4 3 2 1 0 Points Earned

Development & 
Organization

• has a purposeful 
introduction which 
includes an insightful 
and advanced 
thesis statement, 
claim, argument, or 
presentation of ideas 

• has development that 
shows excellent critical 
and analytical thinking

• has very strong overall 
organization that 
includes clear and 
coherent paragraph 
structure

• has smooth, creative 
transitions connecting 
paragraphs and ideas

• has a strong 
introduction which 
includes a clear 
and effective thesis 
statement, claim, 
argument, or 
presentation of ideas

• has development that 
shows strong critical 
thinking 

• has strong overall 
organization that 
includes clear 
paragraph structure

• transitions smoothly 
from paragraph to 
paragraph

• has a basic 
introduction which 
includes a sufficient 
thesis statement, 
claim, argument, or 
presentation of ideas

• has development that 
shows some competent 
critical thinking 

• has sufficient overall 
organization, but 
may have lapses in 
paragraph structure

• contains simplistic 
transitions between 
paragraphs and ideas

• has a weak introduction 
with a limited 
thesis statement, 
claim, argument, or 
presentation of ideas

• has development 
that shows faulty or 
inconsistent critical 
thinking

• is limited in its 
organization and has 
faulty, inconsistent 
paragraph structure

• exhibits choppy or 
missing transitions

• has a severely limited 
introduction with a 
flawed or nonexistent 
thesis statement, 
claim, argument, or 
presentation of ideas

• has development 
that shows no critical 
thinking

• is disorganized and has  
no paragraph structure

• contains no transitions 
and demonstrates 
serious problems 
with coherence or 
progression of ideas

Support &  
Focus

• exhibits mastery in 
the use of text-based 
examples, details, and 
evidence for support

• has superior 
explanation of how 
examples and details 
relate to thesis 

• maintains clear focus 
throughout

• shows insightful 
analytical and logical 
progression of thoughts 
and ideas 

• includes multiple 
text-based examples, 
details, and evidence as 
support

• shows generally strong 
explanation of how 
examples and details 
relate to thesis 

• maintains relatively 
strong focus throughout

• shows reasonably 
strong logic when 
connecting thoughts 
and ideas

• includes basic 
examples, details, and 
evidence as support

• correlation between 
examples and thesis is 
apparent, but may have 
connections that are 
weak or inconsistent 

• has adequate focus, 
but may contain some 
incoherent or off-topic 
areas

• illustrates basic logic 
in the progression of 
thoughts and ideas

• has inadequate or 
weak examples, details, 
or evidence, and 
questionable support

• correlation between 
examples and thesis is 
inefficient 

• has limited or 
ambiguous focus

• contains flawed or 
insubstantial logic

• has insufficient or 
missing support

• offers no connections 
between thoughts and 
ideas

• has no discernible focus

• illustrates no evidence 
of logic

Language &  
Vocabulary

• demonstrates skillful 
and comprehensive use 
of language 

• includes accurate use of 
advanced vocabulary, 
including domain-
specific terms

• maintains a thoughtful 
and consistent writing 
style appropriate for 
purpose and audience

• demonstrates a solid 
understanding and use 
of language

• correctly incorporates 
a varied vocabulary, 
including precise 
terms necessary to 
understand the content

• maintains a writing style 
appropriate for purpose 
and audience

• uses language 
sufficiently

• demonstrates an 
appropriate vocabulary, 
but may be weak or 
inaccurate at times

• has a writing style that 
is generally appropriate 
but may have areas of 
weakness

• illustrates a weak use of 
language

• uses repetitive or 
simplistic vocabulary

• has a writing style 
that is inconsistent 
or inappropriate for 
purpose or audience

• has fundamental errors 
in basic language 
structure

• includes severely 
limited vocabulary

• has no apparent writing 
style

Tip: Consider utilizing the Reading Plus 
Rubric for Grading Writing to evaluate 
your child’s work.

lightbulb

Tip: Ensure you are selecting resources 
from the appropriate curriculum 
level, based on your child’s current 
independent reading level.

lightbulb

http://readingplus.com/teaching-resources
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/2086007/PDFs/Learn-Site/reading-plus-rubric-for-grading-writing.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/2086007/PDFs/Learn-Site/reading-plus-rubric-for-grading-writing.pdf
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Idea #2: Attend to a Typical Area of Need 
Reading Plus research shows that students at all grade levels across the United States struggle with 
comprehension skills associated with #5: Text Structure. Therefore, you may choose to embark on a 
three-week plan to give your child a boost in strengthening these skills. 

 Ĉ For example, during Week One, your 
child would complete the range of 
activities associated with Examining 
Text Structure, one activity per 
day, Monday–Friday. (Please see the 
recommended schedule above.)

 Ĉ During Week Two, your child would 
focus on Examining Sequence of 
Events.

 Ĉ During Week Three, the target skill 
would be Examining Genre.

My child currently uses Reading Plus online.  
How do I use these resources?
If you are the parent or guardian of a Reading Plus student, you may be able to request that your child’s 
teacher provide some guidance on which comprehension skills would benefit from additional support, 
based on your child’s Reading Plus data. 

In addition, you can view your child’s Student Dashboard to identify your child’s current Reading level in 
Reading Plus. This will enable you to select the appropriate curriculum level for skill-building:

 Ĉ Basic: Reading (SeeReader) Levels B–E
 Ĉ Intermediate: Reading (SeeReader) Levels F and higher

800-READ-PLUS: 800-732-3758
www.readingplus.com Copyright © 2020. Reading Plus, LLC. All rights reserved. 

1. Click the Lessons tab of 
the Student Dashboard.

3. Refer to the Level row to view 
your child’s current Reading level.

2. Click the green SR (SeeReader) bar 
under “Your Total Assignment Completion” 
to expand and view recent lesson data.

To view your child’s current  
Reading level in Reading Plus:

http://readingplus.com/teaching-resources

