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Striving Readers Grants: 
How Reading Plus Meets Grant 
Submission Requirements

Reading Plus is a comprehensive reading 
development program with a strong research 
foundation that addresses the critical dimensions 
of reading success for students in grades 3-12, 
including disadvantaged students. Research 
shows that Reading Plus produces significant 
achievement gains for disadvantaged students, 
including English learners (ELs) and students with 
learning disabilities (LDs). 

The Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy 
Grant application provides a list of criteria 
required for an instructional program to be 
eligible for grant allocation.1 The table below 
lists the elements of comprehensive literacy 
instruction according to the federal application, 
and how Reading Plus meets these criteria.

Reading Plus Provides
Striving Readers 
Grant Requirements1

Reading and Writing 
Across Content Areas
“Includes developmentally appropriate, 
contextually explicit, and systematic 
instruction, and frequent practice, in 
reading and writing across content areas.”

In the Reading component of Reading Plus, students read leveled, 
age-appropriate texts that cover a wide range of content areas, 
including science, social studies, literature, culture, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics. Writing prompts are assigned for 
selections read with good comprehension.

The Reading component provides students with systematic 
instruction. The reading selection is presented in segments to scaffold 
stamina and attention demands. Text segment lengths are increased 
gradually as a student demonstrates increased stamina, rate, and 
comprehension capacity. Following the selection, the student 
is assessed for comprehension by answering ten rigorous text-
dependent questions.
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Instruction in 
Vocabulary, Fluency, and 
Comprehension
“Includes age-appropriate, explicit, 
systematic and intentional instruction in...
vocabulary, language structure, reading 
fluency, and reading comprehension.”

Instruction in Writing
“Includes age-appropriate, explicit 
instruction in writing, including 
opportunities for children to write with 
clear purposes, with critical reasoning 
appropriate to the topic and purpose, and 
with specific instruction and feedback 
from instructional staff.”

Reading Plus teaches students “2,400 Words to Master,” a 
research-based compilation of highly valuable, cross-curriculum, 
general academic vocabulary. Mastering these words helps 
students glean the meaning of complex texts across curriculum 
domains. 

Students receive systematic instruction in the Vocabulary 
component. The first Vocabulary activity assesses a student’s ability 
to instantly recognize and assign meaning to a word. The second 
activity assesses a student on his or her knowledge of words in 
context. Finally, the student is presented with a teaching page 
which develops vocabulary knowledge with explanations of word 
meaning, contextually rich sentences, and information on the 
word’s word family.

Reading Plus has developed proven instruction and practice 
activities to develop efficient silent reading fluency. Students read 
text in a “Guided Window,” which moves at a student’s current 
reading rate and adapts based on the student’s performance 
with comprehension questions. This patented technology helps 
students build fluent, independent reading at a grade-appropriate 
rate.

Reading Plus provides instruction and practice with 
comprehension sub-skills to ensure students develop the ability 
to understand texts and the structure of language. Sub-skills 
are fully aligned with national and state standards for reading 
informational and literary texts.

Reading Plus includes an integrated Writing portal that allows 
students to respond to prompts associated with the leveled texts 
they have read. Close reading prompts ensure students become 
attentive readers who look closely at text, interpret it responsibly 
and rigorously, cite text evidence accurately, and reflect on what it 
means.

Teachers can provide feedback by using the built-in messaging 
tool in the Writing portal. Teachers can add comments and return 
the work to the student, or grade completed work.
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Diverse, High-Quality 
Materials
“Makes available and uses diverse, high-
quality print materials that reflect the 
reading and development levels, and 
interests, of children.”

Differentiated Instruction
“Uses differentiated instructional 
approaches, including individual and small 
group instruction and discussion.”

Assessments
“Uses age-appropriate, valid, and reliable 
screening assessments, diagnostic 
assessments, formative assessment 
processes, and summative assessments to 
identify a child’s learning needs, to inform 
instruction, and to monitor the child’s 
progress and the effects of instruction.”

Reading Plus provides an extensive library of engaging informational 
and literary selections that support instructional objectives through 
student-centered learning. Students choose from an array of 
selections that give them the opportunity to see themselves in 
what they read, relate to shared experiences, and discover the world 
around them. 

Students self-select texts through eight interest filters that provide 
choice and control over reading material. A student who is passionate 
about sports, for example, can filter selections by the “Get in the 
Game” category. Within this category, the student will find a wide 
variety of sports-related texts from global sources that support 
learning in a range of academic areas.

Educators can access a wide library of resources to support 
differentiation at the whole class, small group, and individual 
level. Reading Plus provides teachers with supplemental 
materials including video tutorials, printable worksheets, graphic 
organizers, and lesson plans. Differentiated instructional lessons 
are automatically recommended for students based on their 
performance and can be flexibly delivered in a variety of ways.

Reading Plus students take an initial assessment that acts as a 
screener and a placement test. Students are assigned targeted 
instructional modules and placed at levels appropriate for their 
level of proficiency and instructional objectives. Ongoing formative 
assessments enable the program to continuously adapt instruction 
in terms of pacing, level of difficulty, necessary scaffolds, and 
the amount and intensity of practice required. The Reading Plus 
assessment is strongly correlated to national and state reading 
assessments.
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Motivation
“Uses strategies to enhance children’s 
motivation to read and write and 
children’s engagement in self-directed 
learning.”

Teacher Collaboration
“Depends on teachers’ collaboration 
in planning, instruction, and assessing 
a child’s progress and on continuous 
professional learning.”

Challenging Academic 
Standards
“Links literacy instruction to challenging 
academic standards, including the ability 
to navigate, understand, and write about, 
complex print and digital subject matter.”

The Reading Plus student dashboard was designed based on 
proven research in learning motivation. Students can view their 
progress by referring to clear and engaging graphics. The program 
also provides motivational incentives, including award certificates 
to print and display for students who advance in the program.

In addition, Reading Plus is the only reading intervention that 
measures student motivation. In the Reading Plus assessment, 
students respond to statements about reading that help to 
create a picture of how they see themselves as readers. Educators 
can then use these data to understand their students’ level of 
motivation, prioritize motivational supports, as well as gauge 
how student motivation increases along with fluency and 
comprehension.

Reading Plus simplifies the instructional planning process with 
interactive support for every teacher, including easily accessible 
professional development resources and videos. Reading Plus 
Lesson Plans enable teachers to deliver lessons in specific 
comprehension skills. The lesson plan maps out how much time 
educators should dedicate, what resources are needed, and how to 
check in with students to ensure they are being supported.

Real-time, actionable data enables teachers to build 
comprehensive student profiles for every student and assign 
lessons automatically. A variety of data-driven reports offer teachers 
a quick glance into student and class progress, as well as expected 
growth, giving teachers valuable insight throughout the year.

Reading Plus aligns to challenging academic standards for ELA.2 
The Reading Plus assessment is strongly correlated to national and 
state reading assessments.3 In addition, Reading Plus aligns with 
the WIDA Standards Framework and is a WIDA-certified resource 
for use with English learners.4

Reading Plus provides rigorous instruction with a content 
library that presents increasingly complex texts that match a 
student’s reading level and interests. All Reading Plus texts and 
comprehension tasks are specifically crafted using quantitative 
and qualitative components to be appropriate for each reading 
level. As students make their way into higher reading levels in the 
program, they are presented with texts and comprehension tasks 
that increase in both complexity and rigor.
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