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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  

1A Identifying Explicit Details 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Create a new question for a selection you have read and answer the question 
using information from the selection. 

Basic Describe three details from a selection and explain how they helped make the 
selection more interesting to you. 

Basic Create a diagram that lists the following information about a selection: Who, 
What, Where, When, Why, How. 

Basic Choose three selections you have read. Make a list with the headings, 
location, characters, and events, and fill in the information from the three 
selections. 

Basic Write a speech for a character in a selection you read in which the character 
describes his or her life, home, and the things he or she likes to do. 

Basic Write an interview with a character from a selection. Include at least three 
questions that you would ask the character, and include the character's 
answers to those questions. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection you read that has a make-believe setting, 
and another paragraph about a selection you read that has a real setting. 
Compare how the authors of these selections describe the settings. 

Basic Is the location of a selection important? Choose a selection you read and 
explain why (or why not) the location was an important part of the story. 

Basic Explain when and where a selection takes place. What clues help you 
determine that information? 

Basic Describe how the setting of a selection is similar to or different from the place 
where you live. 

Basic Think about a question you had to answer about a selection you read. 
Describe how you were able to determine the answer from information in the 
text. 

Intermediate Write three questions about a selection that will require additional research 
or fact-checking to answer them. Provide the answers to these questions. 
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Intermediate List two to four supporting characters in a selection and explain their 
relationship to the selection's main protagonist. 

Intermediate Identify the narrator point of view of a selection you have read (first or third 
person) and explain how you can prove this. 

Intermediate How can the author use the setting in a selection to reflect emotions, create a 
mood, and reinforce symbolism? Give specific examples from stories you 
have read. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Who is the main character in the selection and why is this character so important? 

Basic Choose a selection you have read. Who is telling the story? What clues helped you 
identify who is speaking? 

Basic Imagine you are a character in a selection you read. What are some things you might 
say as that character? 

Basic Retell a fairy tale, myth, or legend so it takes place in another setting. Describe how the 
shift in location changes the plot and characters. 

Intermediate Create a new graphic organizer that indicates a selection's main idea, characters, and 
supporting details, and how these three areas intersect. 

Intermediate While reading a chapter book, keep a journal describing your impressions about the 
setting, characters, and plot highlights. Create a brief journal entry at the end of each 
chapter. 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read that has an untrustworthy narrator and explain how 
you know the narrator is untrustworthy. 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read that has a limited narrator who tells the selection 
from the perspective of one character. 

Intermediate Provide examples from selections you have read to compare how a limited narrator 
and an omniscient narrator are able to reveal information about character actions, 
feelings, and motivations. 

Intermediate What are some clues you found in a selection that let you know when and where the 
selection takes place even though the author does not overtly state this information? 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the author uses a feature of the physical setting as a 
significant literary element of the plot. For example, Mark Twain's use of the 
Mississippi River. 

Intermediate The setting of a selection includes not only place but also time. Describe a selection 
you have read in which the historical time period was critical to the plot. For example, 
Charles Dickens' "A Tale of Two Cities.' 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Create an outline of facts from a Non-fiction selection. 

Basic Retell an Non-fiction selection from your own point of view. 

Basic Describe a question you answered about an Non-fiction text, and explain what steps 
you took to find the answer in the text. 

Intermediate Using the Internet or another research tool, find quotes from three people that 
support the main idea of an informational selection. Include appropriate citations. 

Intermediate Create a website for the an non-fiction selection you read. Include the main idea and 
supporting details. Include images that would help viewers of your website better 
understand the topic. 
 

 


