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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  
1B Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences 

 
Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic What lesson (or lessons) did you learn from the selection? 

Basic Describe the clues in a selection that helped you determine the selection's 
main idea. 

Basic What is the most likely reason for your teacher assigning this selection to you? 

Basic What clues in the selection let you know that a character was good or evil? 

Basic Did the title of this selection provide you with clues about the selection's main 
idea? Why or why not? 

Basic Give three or more examples of why the selection you read was believable or 
not believable. 

Basic Describe two details in the selection that helped you understand what was 
happening in the selection. 

Basic Describe a time when an author's clues led you to draw the wrong conclusion 
about a selection. Why might an author include clues like these? 

Intermediate Give an example of something you learned about a situation or event in the 
selection by reading between the lines. 

Intermediate Explain how prior knowledge helped you infer information from a selection. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate What text clues in a selection led you to conclude that a character was good or 
evil? 

Intermediate Describe how you arrived at conclusions about a selection's main idea and 
characters if information about these text elements was not directly stated. 

Intermediate Write a blog post that describes a character from a well-known selection. Do 
not disclose the name of the character or selection, but include enough 
information so a reader can infer correctly. 

Intermediate Describe ambiguities in a selection that make it difficult to draw conclusions 
about the author's intent or main idea. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Explain how information you already knew about a topic helped you to understand 
new information presented in a selection. 

Intermediate Write a question about one additional fact you would have liked to learn from a 
selection you read. Answer the question by using the Internet or other research tools 
to find the necessary information. 

Intermediate Create a diagram that shows what you already know about a topic, what you want to 
learn about the topic, and sources where you will find that information. 

 


