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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

B A S I C

What kind of books do you like to read? Do you like make-believe stories? If so, then you like to 

read fiction. Texts that are fiction were created from an author’s imagination. These stories are 

made up. They did not really happen.  

When you read fiction, some information is clearly stated by the author. It’s right there in the 

story for you to read. An author provides this kind of information for you so there is no room for 

confusion or doubt. These details are easy to see.

Details in stories often include information about who, what, where, when, and why. The author 

tells you this information to help you answer questions, such as:

• Who are the characters in a story?

• What actions or events happen in the story?

• Where does the story take place?

• When does the story take place?

• Why do certain actions or events take place?

 ► Read this part from a short story.

This story happened long ago. A young man named Hans had agreed to serve his 
master for seven years. When Hans had completed seven years of service, he said, “Master, 
my time is up. I want to go home and see my mother, so give me my wages.”

“Yes,” said the master, “your work for me is complete, so I will pay you your wages.” The 
master gave Hans a large lump of gold. Hans put the lump of gold in a bag and shouted, “I 
am the luckiest man!”

Early the next morning, Hans lifted the heavy bag to his shoulder and started the long 
journey home. As Hans was walking along a road, he saw a man riding on a lively horse. 
Hans had never been on a horse. “Oh!” cried Hans. “That actually looks like fun! If I were to 
ride on a horse, it would be like resting in a soft chair. I would not trip over stones in the 
road and I would not wear out my shoes. And, I would not have to hold this heavy bag of 
gold.”

What are details that are clearly stated?  What does that author tell you directly?

• Who: a young man named Hans

• What: Hans is walking home, carrying a lump of gold

• Where: a road that leads to Hans’ home

• When: a long time ago

• Why:  Hans completed seven years of work

The author of this story provides details that clearly tell you who, what, where, when, and why.  

You did not need to guess, look for clues, or uncover hints in the story to find these details.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Long ago there was a beautiful park. It had many flowers. A man took a job caring for 
the park. It was his job to water the flowers. Each day the flowers became more beautiful. 
People came from far and near to see them.

This park was home to many cats. They lived together among the flowers. The king of 
the cats was their ruler. He made himself king because he thought he was the most clever 
of all the cats.

The man worked hard every day. He never took a day off from work. For more than a 
year, he worked hard taking care of the park. Then one day, he wanted to rest. He wanted 
to take time off. But who would take care of the park? Who could do his job?

The man thought and thought. Then he said, “Oh! I will ask the cats for help. They live in 
this park. They will take good care of it. I will be able to take a day off.”

1. Fill in the details for who, what, where, when, and why.

Who:  

What:  

Where:  

When:  

Why:   

2. The author provided details about the man that explain

A. why the man wanted to take a day off.

B. where the man wanted to go on his day off.

C. who lived near the park.

D. what the man was wearing while he worked.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Blue Bird had been working since the sun came up. She was tiny, but she worked hard. 
She flew from tree to tree, looking for the best place to build a nest. After many hours she 
finally decided to build her home in a tree on a small hill. She spent a long time looking for 
materials to make her nest. She flew this way and that, looking for bits of grass and small 
sticks. She made many trips and each time she would carry something in her beak. She 
carried the things she needed to make a home.

Blue Bird added the final bits of grass to her nest. Her home was done! She was very 
happy to have this home on the hill.

“I worked hard to build this home,” she thought. “It is a safe place for me, but I am so 
tired, hot, and thirsty right now!”

3. The author provides many details about Blue Bird’s busy day.  These details were provided to help 

the reader clearly understand why

A. Blue Bird feels so tired.

B. Blue Bird is so tiny.

C. birds prefer to live in nests.

D. birds are able to fly.

4. This part from the story describes two reasons why Blue Bird had to do a lot of flying around. 

Which two of the following statements describe the reasons why she was flying around?

A. She was lost and looking for her family’s home.

B. She was looking for a place to build a nest.

C. She was trying to get as much exercise as possible.

D. She was hungry and looking for food.

E. She was searching for materials to make a nest.
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