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Do you like to read books about real people or events that really happened? Do you like to read 
about science or history? If so, you are someone who enjoys nonfiction texts. These are texts that 
tell about things that are true or real.

In nonfiction books, the information you read are facts. A fact is something that can be checked 
and proved to be true. Authors of nonfiction usually present facts clearly, so there is no room for 
confusion or misunderstanding. These facts help you develop a deep understanding about what 
you are reading.

 ► Read this part from a nonfiction text about whales.

Whales are the largest and heaviest animals in the world, in or out of the water. The largest 
of all is the blue whale. If a fully grown blue whale stood on its tail, it could be as tall as a ten-
story building! It could weigh up to 150 tons and be nearly 100 feet long.

Because of its size, a whale is not able to move around on land. A whale is a mammal, but 
in the water it does as well as any fish. It moves by slowly beating its wide, flat tail against the 
water.

In this text, the author is describing the size of whales, and how these large creatures move 
through the water. What kind of facts are included? To start, the author clearly states a fact 
about all whales, which is that they are larger than any other animals on Earth. 

Next, the author provides another fact: blue whales are the largest whale of all. The author 
provides additional facts about the blue whale’s size (how much it weighs, and how long it is).  
The author provides other facts to explain how these large creatures are able to move through 
the water. 

Authors use facts to teach you something. In this case, the author is teaching you about whales. 
But authors may also use facts when they are making an argument for or against something.

 ► Read this part from a nonfiction text about calendars.

The calendar that is used by most people is called the Western calendar. This is the one you 
may see hanging on a wall at home or at school. There are seven days in a week and 365 days 
in a year. There are also 12 months in a year. This is pretty simple, right? It may seem so now, but 
counting the days was not always so easy.

People have always tried to figure out how to count the days that passed. But each group of 
people had a different way of doing it. Some people followed the sun to count the days and the 
months. Others followed the moon. The days and the months all had different names, and many 
people did not count the years in the same way. No two calendars were the same.

In this text, the author makes the argument that “counting the days was not always so easy.”  In 
the second paragraph, the author provides facts to explain why it was harder to keep track of 
days in the past than it is today. For example, some people followed the sun, and others followed 
the moon. Different groups of people used different names for days and months. Sounds as if 
it was pretty hard to keep track of time. The author’s use of facts supports the argument that it 
was hard to keep track of time.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The first mariachi bands were made up of men. No women were part of the bands. The men 
in bands played violins, a harp, and a few guitars. One of the men was the lead singer. The men 
wore clothing that was similar to the kind worn by farmers. The clothing included white pants 
and a white shirt. Many of these music men found work on “haciendas,” which are large farms. 
The owner of a hacienda would pay the mariachi bands to entertain their farmers. The bands 
also would play their happy music at celebrations such as weddings.

1. This paragraph is mainly providing facts about

A. farmers who worked on haciendas.

B. women who performed in bands.

C. the first mariachi bands.

D. celebrations and weddings. 

2. The author of this paragraph provides facts about 

A. how to play a harp.

B. what mariachi band members wore.

C. what kind of crops are planted on haciendas.

D. why mariachi bands are popular today.

To be called a desert, a place must get fewer than ten inches of rain in a year. That is the only 
requirement. A very dry desert may get only half an inch of water each year, and the water is 
from fog, not rain.

In a hot desert, such as the Sahara in northern Africa, the temperature can go up to 122 
degrees. But the Gobi Desert in Asia can get as cold as 40 degrees below zero. And the desert 
in Antarctica--yes, there is desert in Antarctica--never gets anywhere close to hot. 

Deserts are on every continent. They cover one-fifth of the earth’s land. Many people think 
a desert is a barren and lonely place where few living things can survive for long. But that’s 
wrong. A great variety of plants and animals live and thrive in the desert.

3. The details in these paragraphs help the reader clearly understand that all deserts are

A. hot.

B. in Antarctica.

C. in northern Africa.

D. dry.

4. Think about the facts in these paragraphs. Based on the facts, which statement is NOT correct?

A. Deserts get little or no rain.

B. Deserts are located on all continents.

C. Deserts are barren places with no living things.

D. Deserts can be hot or cold.
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