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B A S I C

Do you like reading texts that tell about real people, places, and events? If so, you like reading 

nonfiction. Nonfiction texts include facts. They describe real places. They tell about events that 

really happened. A biography is an example of a nonfiction text. So is a science textbook. And so 

is a speech.

Sometimes the information in a nonfiction text is clearly stated. Authors give you this information 

directly so there is no question about what they are saying. But other times authors provide clues 

in texts. Your job is to be a detective. You need to figure out what those clues actually mean.

How can you figure out what the clues mean? You need to combine the clues with information 

you already know.

 ► Read this part from a speech by President Barack Obama. 

But at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most 
supportive parents, and the best schools in the world – and none of it will matter unless 
all of you fulfill your responsibilities. Unless you show up to those schools; pay attention to 
those teachers; listen to your parents, grandparents, and other adults; and put in the hard 
work it takes to succeed. 

 And that’s what I want to focus on today: the responsibility each of you has for your 
education. I want to start with the responsibility you have to yourself. 

 Every single one of you has something you’re good at. Every single one of you has 
something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. That’s 
the opportunity an education can provide. 

Can you guess who the president was talking to?  Did you combine the clues in the speech with 

information you already know?

CLUES IN THE TEXT                                         WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW

The president mentions going to school, and 
listening to teachers and parents.

Students are the people who do these things.

The president tells the people listening to the 
speech that they should use their education to 

discover the things that they are good at.

Students of all ages are in schools to learn skills 
and information that will help them throughout 

their lives.

When you add the clues in the text to what you already know, you are able to figure out that 

President Obama made this speech for an audience of students.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Two large cities stand opposite to one another on the banks of a river. The cities are 
divided by water. It is not likely they can do very well without a bridge to connect them. 
Yet the citizens of New York and Brooklyn had to manage. They did the best they could for 
a good many years before they had their bridge. There were many difficulties in the way 
of building a bridge. For one thing, the river is very broad. For another, there were always 
ships with tall masts sailing up and down the river. It would never be right to build anything 
that could obstruct their passage.

To overcome these difficulties would mean spending a vast sum of money. But the folks 
who earned their daily bread in New York and lived in Brooklyn grew thoroughly tired. 
They were tired of spending chilly hours in foggy weather on piers beside the river. It was 
on the piers that they waited for the ferry boat to come and take them across. These folks 
began a protest that resulted in the Brooklyn Bridge.

1. Using clues from this text and information you already know, you can figure out that

A. the bridge was built to help people from Brooklyn get to their jobs in New York.

B. the river between New York and Brooklyn was too wide to build a bridge.

C. people in Brooklyn did not want a bridge connecting their city to New York.

D. the bridge prevented people in New York from finding jobs in Brooklyn.

2. By examining the clues in this text, you can figure out that  

A. many ships sailed on the river.

B. most ships had engines.

C. all ships carried passengers.

D. few ships stopped in Brooklyn.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.
 

The 1939 World’s Fair in New York had many new products. One of these products was 
TV. People saw TV for the first time at the fair. In 1939, many people had a radio. It was 
common to have one. But no one had a TV. A company called RCA made the first TV. 

At first, people thought the TV was a radio with pictures. They did not believe TV was 
real. They thought RCA was playing a trick. Workers at RCA were smart. They showed 
everyone how the TV worked. They proved to people that TV was not a trick. How? RCA 
workers let people see themselves on TV! That way, people could tell the TV really worked. 
Millions of people at the fair saw TV. What happened? Everyone wanted one. 

 
3. Based on the clues in this text, you can figure out that 

A. the only new product at the 1939 World’s Fair was RCA’s TV.

B. RCA thought radios were better than TVs.

C. RCA was a company that did not like sharing information.

D. RCA wanted people to like TVs so they would want to buy them.

 
4. Based on clues in the text, which statement about these paragraphs is correct?

A. People could easily buy TVs in stores before 1939.

B. Workers at RCA had never seen radios before 1939.

C. People could easily buy radios in stores before 1939.

D. Before 1939, people could see pictures on their radios.
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