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Sometimes authors tell you everything you need to know clearly and directly. The information 

is right there in the text for you to see.  But other times authors are not so clear. Rather than tell 

you something directly, they provide hints, or clues. It’s your job as a reader to figure out what 

the author is trying to say. How can you do this? You need to combine the clues in the text with 

information you already know. 

What if you are reading about a topic, idea, or event that is new to you? What if the text 

describes something you have never seen or have never experienced? Don’t worry! The truth is, 

you already know a lot of information about many different things. Even if you are reading about 

something that seems new to you, it is likely you will know at least a little bit about the topic. You 

can combine that bit of information you already know with the clues in the text. That will help 

you figure out what the author is trying to say.

 ► Read these paragraphs.

The young singer walked onto the stage. She could see the faces of people in the 
audience. The people had just found out that the star of the show was sick. The star would 
not be performing. Instead, the young singer would need to perform.   

The young singer took a deep breath. She decided she would give a performance that 
the audience would never forget.

When the young singer finished her performance, there was a moment of stunned 
silence. Then the people in the audience began to clap wildly. Many stood up and cheered. 
People who were near the stage reached up to try to touch her. Some people called out 
her name. Other people took photos of the singer. 

What does the author of this text want you to figure out? The author has provided many clues. 

How can you connect these clues with information you already know?

HINT IN THE TEXT                                     YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW THAT...

star of the show would not be performing
the star of a show is usually the person that an 

audience really wants to see

a performance that the audience would never 
forget

a performance has to be really amazing for people 
not to forget it

stunned silence
the word “stunned” means to be surprised by 

something

audience claps wildly, then stands and cheers, and 
tries to take photos

an audience that responds this way has really 
enjoyed a performance

The author does not come right out and tell you what the audience is thinking. But the clues in 

the text combined with things you already know would help you figure out that the people in this 

audience were disappointed at first when the show’s star did not perform, but then they were 

completely delighted after hearing the young singer’s performance.  As you read, be sure to 

connect clues in the text with things you already know to help you figure out what the author is 

trying to tell you.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

King Alfred saw a small hut. It was the home of a wood cutter. The king was very tired. 
He was hungry. His clothes were torn. 

The wood cutter’s wife was baking some cakes in an oven. “Who is there?” she cried 
when she heard King Alfred knock on the door. She looked with pity upon the poor, 
ragged man. He seemed so hungry. She had no way to know that he was the king.

“Yes,” she said. “I will give you something to eat. But first, you must watch these cakes 
as they bake in the oven. I want to go outside and milk the cow. Make sure that the cakes 
do not burn while I am gone.”

King Alfred said he would watch the cakes. But he had many other things to worry 
about. How was he going to find his men? How was he going to get his army together 
again? How would he make sure that his army was prepared to win next time? King Alfred 
forgot about his hunger. He forgot about the cakes. He forgot that he was in the wood 
cutter’s hut. His mind was too busy making plans.

In a little while, the wood cutter’s wife came back with the milk. The cakes were smoking 
in the oven. They were burned to a crisp. Ah, how angry she was!

1. The author of this text provides clues that let the reader know

A. the wood cutter did not like his wife.

B. the wood cutter’s wife does not know how to bake.

C. King Alfred’s army had recently lost an important battle.

D. King Alfred wanted to move to the wood cutter’s hut.

2. Which two of the following sentences include the clues that helped you answer question 1?

A. The wood cutter’s wife was baking some cakes in the oven.

B. How would he make sure that his army was prepared to win next time?

C. “Who is there?” she cried when she heard King Alfred knock on the door.

D. Ah, how angry she was!

E. How was he going to find his men?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

We are surrounded by paper. The pages in a book are made of paper. You may use a 
bag, a plate, or a cup that is made of paper. You may use a roll of paper towels or a tissue. 
There is a special paper to wrap a present, and another kind of paper to make a stamp or 
some money. Paper is a material that you see many times each day. 

The people in the United States use a lot of paper. People use paper at home, at work, 
or in school. A person in the United States can use more than 700 pounds of paper in a 
year. A person in another part of the world may use only about 110 pounds of paper a year, 
but that’s still quite a lot.

Paper is made from trees. Large trees are cut down to make all the different kinds of 
paper we use. Some of these trees have been around a very long time. It takes many years 
for another tree to replace the one that was cut down. Think about that the next time you 
toss a paper napkin and paper plate into a trash can. 

3. The author of this text provides clues that let the reader know

A. how to make paper from trees.

B. why some kinds of paper cost more than others.

C. why people in other countries use less paper than people in the United States.

D. how using paper products can harm the environment.

4. Which two of the following sentences include clues that helped you answer question 3?

A. There is a special paper to wrap a present, and another kind of paper to make a stamp or 

some money. 

B. The people in the United States use a lot of paper.

C. Large trees are cut down to make all the different kinds of paper we use.

D. You may use a roll of paper towels or a tissue.

E. It takes many years for another tree to replace the one that was cut down.
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