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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

As you read a work of fiction, look for explicit details. These are 
the details that are stated clearly in the text because an author 
wants to make sure that readers get these details. You won’t need 
to make inferences or draw conclusions about these details -- they 
are plainly visible to you. 

Explicit details help readers understand a text’s characters, setting, 
and events in the plot. The explicit details ensure there is no 
confusion, questions, or ambiguity about the who, where, what, 
and why of the text. 

Many authors introduce a story by telling you some explicit details. An author may tell you what 
the characters say, think, or do, as well as how they appear.  An author may describe details 
about setting, such as the location of the story, the time period in which it’s set, or even the time 
of day that the action takes place. An author may describe the text’s main characters, including 
their experiences, the people with whom they interact, as well as their inner thoughts and 
feelings. 

It might seem confusing to keep track of all the details, but it can be made quite simple by using 
three-column notes (or, you can use a graphic organizer for this task). Draw two lines down a 
page in your notebook, creating three columns. Put titles at the top of each column. The first 
column is for setting, the second is for characters, and the third is for events. As you read a story, 
fill in the appropriate information for each column. This will help you to keep track of who did 
what, and where they were when they did it.  

Your three-column notes could look like this:
  

SETTING                                         CHARACTERS EVENTS

Explicit details help 
readers clearly 

understand characters, 
setting, and events in 

the plot.
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 ► Take a look at this excerpt from Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne. Phileas Fogg is 
at home in his mansion on Saville Row in London. 

The mansion in Saville Row, though not sumptuous, was exceedingly comfortable. 
The habits of its occupant were such as to demand but little from the sole domestic, but 
Phileas Fogg required him to be almost superhumanly prompt and regular. On this very 
2nd of October he had dismissed James Forster, because that luckless youth had brought 
him shaving-water at eighty-four degrees Fahrenheit instead of eighty-six; and he was 
awaiting his successor, who was due at the house between eleven and half-past. 

Phileas Fogg was seated squarely in his armchair, his feet close together like those of 
a grenadier on parade, his hands resting on his knees, his body straight, his head erect; 
he was steadily watching a complicated clock which indicated the hours, the minutes, the 
seconds, the days, the months, and the years. At exactly half-past eleven Mr. Fogg would, 
according to his daily habit, quit Saville Row, and repair to the Reform. 

A rap at this moment sounded on the door of the cozy apartment where Phileas Fogg 
was seated, and James Forster, the dismissed servant, appeared. “The new servant,” said 
he. A young man of thirty advanced and bowed.

Your notes would look like this: 

SETTING                                         CHARACTERS EVENTS

London Phileas Fogg, a demanding man current servant fired

Saville Row House James Forster, a former servant new servant arrives

early October a young man, a new servant

Keeping track of explicit details in an organized format is helpful, especially as you read texts 
with diverse and evolving characters, multiple settings, and complex plots with many events.

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E



Copyright © 2019 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 5

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following excerpts, then fill in your notes for setting, characters, and events.

From: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the bank, and of having 
nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was reading, but 
it had no pictures or conversations in it, ‘and what is the use of a book,’ thought Alice 
‘without pictures or conversations?’

So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she could, for the hot day made her 
feel very sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain would be worth 
the trouble of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink 
eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so very much out 
of the way to hear the Rabbit say to itself, ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!’ (when she 
thought it over afterwards, it occurred to her that she ought to have wondered at this, but 
at the time it all seemed quite natural); but when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of 
its waistcoat-pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it 
flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-
pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and burning with curiosity, she ran across the field after 
it, and fortunately was just in time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once considering how in the world 
she was to get out again.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and then dipped suddenly 
down, so suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think about stopping herself before she 
found herself falling down a very deep well.

1. SETTING                                         CHARACTERS EVENTS

1A



Copyright © 2019 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 4 of 5

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

From: The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

One morning, when Gregor Samsa woke from troubled dreams, he found himself 
transformed in his bed into a horrible vermin. He lay on his armour-like back, and if he 
lifted his head a little he could see his brown belly, slightly domed and divided by arches 
into stiff sections. The bedding was hardly able to cover it and seemed ready to slide off 
any moment. His many legs, pitifully thin compared with the size of the rest of him, waved 
about helplessly as he looked.

“What’s happened to me?” he thought. It wasn’t a dream. His room, a proper human 
room although a little too small, lay peacefully between its four familiar walls. A collection 
of textile samples lay spread out on the table - Samsa was a travelling salesman - and 
above it there hung a picture that he had recently cut out of an illustrated magazine and 
housed in a nice, gilded frame. It showed a lady fitted out with a fur hat and fur boa who 
sat upright, raising a heavy fur muff that covered the whole of her lower arm towards the 
viewer.

Gregor then turned to look out the window at the dull weather. Drops of rain could be 
heard hitting the pane, which made him feel quite sad. “How about if I sleep a little bit 
longer and forget all this nonsense”, he thought, but that was something he was unable to 
do because he was used to sleeping on his right, and in his present state couldn’t get into 
that position. However hard he threw himself onto his right, he always rolled back to where 
he was. He must have tried it a hundred times, shut his eyes so that he wouldn’t have to 
look at the floundering legs, and only stopped when he began to feel a mild, dull pain there 
that he had never felt before.

2. SETTING                                         CHARACTERS EVENTS

1A



Copyright © 2019 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 5 of 5

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

From: “Little Women” by Louisa May Alcott

“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents,” grumbled Jo, lying on the rug.

“It’s so dreadful to be poor!” sighed Meg, looking down at her old dress.

“I don’t think it’s fair for some girls to have plenty of pretty things, and other girls 
nothing at all,” added little Amy, with an injured sniff.

“We’ve got Father and Mother, and each other,” said Beth contentedly from her corner.

The four young faces on which the firelight shone brightened at the cheerful words, but 
darkened again as Jo said sadly, “We haven’t got Father, and shall not have him for a long 
time.” She didn’t say “perhaps never,” but each silently added it, thinking of Father far away, 
where the fighting was.

Nobody spoke for a minute; then Meg said in an altered tone, “You know the reason 
Mother proposed not having any presents this Christmas was because it is going to be 
a hard winter for everyone; and she thinks we ought not to spend money for pleasure, 
when our men are suffering so in the army. We can’t do much, but we can make our little 
sacrifices, and ought to do it gladly. But I am afraid I don’t,” and Meg shook her head, as 
she thought regretfully of all the pretty things she wanted.
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