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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Your friend says to you, “Hey, I see you’re reading a book. What’s it about?” How would you 

answer? Most likely you will answer your friend by describing the key details (often called the 

explicit details) in the book. 

These are the parts of an informational text that clearly answer the who, what, when, where, why, 

and how. These explicit details are the building blocks of the main idea of an informational text. 

How can you find the explicit details?  Ask yourself these three questions:

1. What is the text mostly about? 

(In other words, create a topic sentence for the text.)

2.  Is there another good title for this text? 

(In other words, what other title would accurately describe the text?)

3. Which details in the text best support the main idea? 

(In other words, what is the most important information in the text?)

 ► Read this excerpt from www.whitehouse.gov, a website about the U.S. government:

Our Commander-in-Chief

The President is both the head of state and head of government of the United States of 
America, and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

Under Article II of the Constitution, the President is responsible for the execution and 
enforcement of the laws created by Congress. Fifteen executive departments — each 
led by an appointed member of the President’s Cabinet — carry out the day-to-day 
administration of the federal government. They are joined in this by other executive 
agencies such as the CIA and Environmental Protection Agency, the heads of which are 
not part of the Cabinet, but who are under the full authority of the President. 

What is this text mostly about? This excerpt is mostly about the job function of 
the President of the United States. 

Is there another good title for this text? This excerpt could also be entitled, “The 
President’s Job,” or “The Role of the President.”

Which details in the text best support  
the main idea?

The president 
• is head of state
• is head of the government
• is Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces
• executes and enforces laws
• leads the Cabinet
• has authority over executive agencies.
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 ► Read this excerpt from www.whitehouse.gov, then complete the task.

A Presidential Retreat 

Camp David, known formally as the Naval Support Facility Thurmont, is the President’s 
country residence. Located in Catoctin Mountain Park in Frederick County, Maryland, Camp 
David has offered Presidents an opportunity for solitude and tranquility, as well as an ideal 
place to host foreign leaders.

Adapted from the federal employee retreat Hi-Catoctin, President Franklin Roosevelt 
established the residence as USS Shangri La, modeling the new main lodge after the 
Roosevelt winter vacation home in Warm Springs, Georgia. President Eisenhower 
subsequently renamed the institution in honor of his grandson David.

Camp David has been used extensively to host foreign dignitaries. Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill of Great Britain attended the first such meeting in May of 1943; the 
summit held at the residence in 1978 for Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin resulted in what are now known as the Camp David 
Accords.

1. Fill in the appropriate information in the grid below.

What is this text mostly about?

Is there another good title for this text?

Which details in the text best support  
the main idea?
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 ► Read the following excerpt from www.bls.gov, a U.S. government website that includes 
information about employment and occupations.

An Occupation You Can Count On 

Economists apply both qualitative and quantitative economic analysis to topics within 
a variety of fields, such as education, health, development, and the environment. Some 
economists study the cost of products, healthcare, or energy, while others examine 
employment levels, business cycles, exchange rates, taxes, inflation, or interest rates.

Economists often study historical trends and use them to make forecasts. They research 
and analyze data using a variety of software programs. They sometimes present their 
research to various audiences.

Many economists work in federal, state, and local government. Federal government 
economists collect and analyze data about the U.S. economy, including employment, 
prices, productivity, and wages, among other types of data. They also project spending 
needs and inform policymakers on the economic impact of laws and regulations.

Economists working for corporations help managers and decision makers understand 
how the economy will affect their business. Specifically, economists may analyze issues 
such as consumer demand and sales to help a company maximize its profits.

Economists also work for international organizations, research firms, and think tanks, 
where they study and analyze a variety of economic issues. Their analyses and forecasts 
are frequently published in newspapers and journals.

2. Fill in the appropriate information in the grid below.

What is this text mostly about?

Is there another good title for this text?

Which details in the text best support  
the main idea?
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