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Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Authors imply things in a text. This means authors suggest, or hint 

about, things. It’s your job as a reader to infer what those things 

are. This means you use these suggestions and hints to deduce or 

conclude ideas from a text. And, even more importantly, it’s your 

job as a reader to be prepared to adjust your inferences when 
new evidence or clues are presented to you.

You make inferences when you combine details that are stated 

clearly and directly in the text with information you already know, which is called your 

background knowledge. 

In other words, you use background knowledge and the text details to interpret what the text 

implies. You are figuring out information that is not stated in the text by using the clues that are 

stated in the text. You can make inferences about the characters, setting, and plot of a story.

 ►  For example, read this excerpt from a work of fiction:

“And how is the chef today?” asked the restaurant manager as she removed her coat.

“He is as usual,” sighed the headwaiter.

Suddenly from the kitchen came a bellowing as if an angry bull had been turned loose. 
Pots and pans banged furiously. An oven door was slammed shut. Line cooks and waiters 
scurried from the kitchen, desperately looking for a place to hide.

WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE?                                         
WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO  

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

The head chef of this restaurant is  
a bad-tempered, grumpy guy.

The headwaiter’s statement, “He is as usual,” tells you 
that the head chef is behaving in his typical way.

The chef is angry about something, and the 
restaurant’s staff members are trying to hide from him.

Inferences are based 

on evidence in the text 

and your background 

knowledge.
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 ►  Read what happens next in the story:

The chef walked slowly from the kitchen into the dining room, tears streaming down his 
face. He had endured more than a year of teasing and practical jokes from the restaurant 
staff. At first, the chef had chuckled with good humor at his co-workers’ pranks. But as 
the months dragged on, the chef let his displeasure be known through pots and pans, 
oven doors, and his loud, angry shouts. Today was the last straw. One of the waiters had 
dropped a fistful of hot peppers into the chef’s pea soup, ruining it.

The chef walked toward the restaurant manager and head waiter. He carefully removed 
his crisp white apron and chef’s hat. As he handed them to the manager, he said, “I quit.”

Now that you have additional details about what has happened in this restaurant, do you need to 

change your thinking? An adjusted inference seems appropriate.

WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE?                                         
WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO  

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

After enduring months of cruelty  
from his co-workers, the chef has 

decided he will not put up with  
their pranks any more.

The chef is crying.

The chef has been the victim of  
practical jokes for more than a year.

The chef quits his job.

Sometimes you need to adjust your inference when new clues become available. The first part 

of the excerpt suggests that the chef is grumpy. The second part of the excerpt shows that he is 

really the victim of cruel pranks.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

1B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 7

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read The Ninny, a short story by Anton Chekhov, a Russian author who lived during the latter 
half of the 19th century.

This short story reflects the time period when it was written, and deals with issues of inequality, 

class structure, and gender roles. The story has a twist at the end that may make you adjust your 

initial inferences about the characters. When prompted, answer the questions. 

Just a few days ago I invited Yulia Vasilyevna, the governess of my children, to come to 
my study. I wanted to settle my account with her.

“Sit down, Yulia Vasilyevna,” I said to her. “Let’s get our accounts settled. I’m sure you 
need some money, but you keep standing on ceremony and never ask for it. Let me see. 
We agreed to give you thirty rubles a month, didn’t we?”

1.
WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

2.
WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?
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 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

“Forty.” 

“No, thirty. I made a note of it. I always pay the governess thirty. Now, let me see. You 
have been with us for two months?”

“Two months and five days.”

“Two months exactly. I made a note of it. So you have sixty rubles coming to you. 
Subtract nine Sundays. You know you don’t tutor Kolya on Sundays, you just go out for a 
walk. And then the three holidays…”

Yulia Vasilyevna blushed and picked at the trimmings of her dress, but said not a word.

“Three holidays. So we take off twelve rubles. Kolya was sick for four days – those days 
you didn’t look after him. You looked after Vanya, only Vanya. Then there were the three 
days you had toothache, when my wife gave you permission to stay away from the children 
after dinner. Twelve and seven makes nineteen. Subtract... That leaves... hm... forty-one 
rubles. Correct?”

3.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

Yulia Vasilyevna’s left eye reddened and filled with tears. Her chin trembled. She began 
to cough nervously, blew her nose, and said nothing.

“Then around New Year’s Day, you broke a cup and a saucer. Subtract two rubles. The 
cup cost more than that – it was an heirloom, but we won’t bother about that. We’re the 
ones who pay. Another matter. Due to your carelessness, Kolya climbed a tree and tore his 
coat. Subtract ten. Also, due to your carelessness, the chambermaid ran off with Vanya’s 
boots. You ought to have kept your eyes open. You get a good salary. So we dock off five 
more... On the tenth of January, you took ten rubles from me.”

“I didn’t,” Yulia Vasilyevna whispered.

“But I made a note of it.”

“Well, yes – perhaps...”

“From forty-one we take twenty-seven. That leaves fourteen.”

4.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

Her eyes filled with tears, and her thin, pretty little nose was shining with perspiration. 
Poor little child!

“I only took money once,” she said in a trembling voice. “I took three rubles from your 
wife... never anything more.”

“Did you now? You see, I never made a note of it. Take three from fourteen. That leaves 
eleven. Here’s your money, my dear. Three, three, three... one and one. Take it, my dear.”

I gave her the eleven rubles. With trembling fingers, she took them and slipped them 
into her pocket.

“Merci,” she whispered.

I jumped up, and began pacing up and down the room. I was in a furious temper.

5.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

“Why did you say ‘merci’?” I asked.

“For the money.”

“Don’t you realize I’ve been cheating you? I steal your money, and all you can say is 
‘merci’?”

“In my other places, they gave me nothing.”

“They gave you nothing! Well, no wonder! I was playing a trick on you – a dirty trick... I’ll 
give you your eighty rubles, they are all here in an envelope made out for you. Is it possible 
for anyone to be such a nitwit? Why didn’t you protest? Why did you keep your mouth 
shut? It is possible that there is anyone in this world who is so spineless? Why are you such 
a ninny?”

She gave me a bitter little smile. On her face I read the words: “Yes, it is possible.”

I apologized for having played this cruel trick on her, and to her great surprise gave her 
the eighty rubles. And then she said “merci” again several times, always timidly, and went 
out. I gazed after her, thinking how very easy it is in this world to be strong.

6.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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