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Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

As you read, you are learning information. You need to think 

carefully and deeply about this information, noting the details, 

descriptions, explanations, and comments provided by the  

text’s author. 

By thinking about the details in the text, you can make inferences. 

Making an inference means you combine clues in the text with 

information you already know (your background knowledge) to 

come up with assumptions.

 ► Read this text:

Sue woke up later today than she does when she has to go to work. She put on her new 
swimsuit, shorts and t-shirt, and a pair of sandals. She packed a towel , sunscreen, and a 
book into her bag. She put on a hat and sunglasses, filled her water bottle, and left the 
house. She had a big smile on her face.

What can you infer from this text? 

CLUES IN THE TEXT                                         
YOUR BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  

(THINGS YOU ALREADY KNOW)

Sue slept later than usual.
Someone who sleeps late probably is not in rush to 

get somewhere.

Sue is wearing a bathing suit and packed a towel.
Someone who is wearing a bathing suit and 

carrying a towel probably plans to swim.

Sue has sunscreen, a hat, and sunglasses with her.
Someone who carries these things is probably going 

to be outside in the sun.

Sue has a book with her.
Someone who has a book probably plans to find 

some relaxing time to read it.

What inferences can be made from this text?

1. Sue does not have to go to work to day. 

2. Sue is going to the beach.

Like an inference, a conclusion requires you to “fill in the blanks” that the author has left out. 

But when you are drawing conclusions, you are making a decision about what will mostly likely 

happen, or what the next logical step is. What conclusion can be drawn from the text about Sue? 

 

What conclusion can be drawn from this text?

On her day off from work, Sue decided to spend time at the beach. 

Note that the text does not tell you that Sue took time off from work, nor does it say where she 

is going or why she is going there. You had to infer and conclude that information. And, keep in 

mind that your inferences and conclusions may not be correct.

When you draw a 

conclusion, you are 

making a decision (or 

a judgment) based on 

what you learned from 

the text.  
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 ► Read the passages below and the conclusions that follow. Decide if the conclusion can be 
drawn from the information provided. Circle “Yes” or “No,”  then explain why you answered 
that way.

The first food producers were probably women. In the centuries just before 6500 B.C.E., 
women learned to cut wheat and barley grasses. These grains grew wild along the hillsides. 
Next, the women made an important discovery. They learned to let some of the ripe grain 
seeds drop to the ground and stay there. If they did, then even more grasses would grow 
in that place the next year. Finally, the women learned that they could make grasses grow 
in fields where such grasses did not usually grow. 

Conclusion:  In ancient times, women did more work than men.

1. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?     Yes  or   No 

Why?

Only a fraction of the millions of people who visit the Statue of Liberty each year know 
that the gigantic sculpture’s official name is “Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World.” 
How many recall the name of Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, the freedom-loving Alsatian 
sculptor, who conceived, created, and constructed the colossal lady? Or the fact that the 
steel skeleton so necessary to hold the massive figure together was designed by Gustave 
Eiffel, the builder of the Eiffel Tower in Paris? Did you know that the sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum, famous for his giant presidential heads carved on Mount Rushmore, supervised 
the remodeling of the torch years after the original was completed to make electric 
floodlighting possible? 

Conclusion: The Statue of Liberty is generally regarded more as a tourist attraction 
than a monument with an illustrious history. 

2. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?  Yes or No 

Why?
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Charles Darwin was born in England in 1809. Even as a young man he was extremely 
interested in plants and animals. At age 27, Darwin sailed to South America with a British 
expedition aboard the ship Beagle to study the species of certain regions, such as the 
Galapagos Islands. Darwin used many of the findings from that voyage in formulating his 
theories on evolution. 

Conclusion: Darwin’s innate sense of curiosity led to his scientific discoveries.

3. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?     Yes  or   No 

Why?

 ► Read the following passages. Determine what conclusion can be drawn from the 
information provided, and write your answer on the line provided. 

Brooklyn was home to Shirley Chisholm for most of her life. As she grew up, she 
watched her largely African American neighborhood change. She saw the streets and 
apartments grow old, rundown, and overcrowded. She saw her neighborhood schools 
become the poorest in the city, with the oldest textbooks, least-experienced teachers, 
and fewest classroom materials. Her friends and neighbors were unable to find good jobs. 
In 1969, Shirley Chisholm became the first African American woman elected to the U.S. 
Congress, representing her Brooklyn community. 

4. Conclusion:

In 1865, the United States had about 40,000 miles of railroad track. By 1900, however, 
the railroads had laid almost 250,000 miles of track, more than that of all the European 
countries put together. The new settlers of the Great Plains states depended on the 
railroad for shipping their crops and cattle and for bringing them necessary manufactured 
goods. Factories no longer had to be located very near the natural resources that they 
used. Railroads made it possible to ship large quantities of materials and manufactured 
goods great distances. The country became less regional in nature and more truly national 
in scope.

5. Conclusion:

1B


