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A summary tells about the main parts of a story or a text. It includes the big events of a story or 

the major facts of a text. When you tell a friend about what you did over the weekend or about a 

story you read, you are making a summary.

A summary does not tell about everything that is mentioned in a story or text. A summary is not 

the main idea, but it may include the main idea and important details. Also, the summary is not a 

review. It should not include feelings, personal information, or background knowledge.

 ► Read this paragraph.

 The Bears beat the Lions last night. The score was 6 to 3. My brother hit his second 
home run in the fifth inning. The Lions had a chance to even the score in the ninth inning. 
But the first batter struck out with two men on base. The next batter grounded into a 
double play, and the game was over.

This summary tells about a baseball game between the Lions and the Bears. This is a good 

summary because it is short and sweet. It describes the most important things that happened 

during the game: the home runs, the big outs, and the final score. It leaves out less important 

things about the players and action.

 ► Read this paragraph.

   Midas is a greedy king. He gets his wish to turn everything he touches into gold. He 
sees the problem with his wish when he turns his daughter to gold. He becomes wise from 
this experience. He is happy with his life when the results of his deadly gift are undone.

This is a good summary of “King Midas and the Golden Touch.” It 

tells about the important things that happened to King Midas. It 

describes his foolish wish and how his life was changed. It does 

not include everything that happened to King Midas.

When you read, it is important to focus on the main parts of a 

story or the main facts in a text. Then, you can make a summary in 

your own words.  This also helps you to understand what you have 

read.

 A summary can help 

you remember what 

is important without 

having to go back and 

reread the whole story 

or text.
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 ► Read each paragraph and then answer the question that follows. 

Rivers are special bodies of water. They can be busy water highways filled with ships. 
They can be quiet places where people come to fish, sail, or swim. The flow of water in 
rivers can be used to provide power for cities. The water also can be used on farms to help 
grow plants for food.

1. Choose the best summary for this paragraph. 

A. Rivers are important to ships that use waterways as highways.

B. Rivers can be busy or quiet, and they can be helpful to both cities and farms.

C. Rivers are good for leisure activities such as fishing, sailing, and swimming.

D. Rivers are important to farming because their water is used to grow crops.

Plants are the beginning of a food chain. A little fish may eat plants to get energy in the 
lake where it lives. Or the little fish may eat worms and insects that feed on plants. If you 
have ever gone fishing, you know that you use a little fish to catch a bigger fish. The big 
fish gets energy from plants by eating the little fish. You, in turn, get energy from plants by 
eating the big fish. 

2. Choose the best summary for this paragraph. 

A. Big fish prey on little fish as their main source of food. 

B. Little fish eat worms and insects in the lakes where they live. 

C. A food chain begins with plants, followed by animals and humans.

D. People use worms to catch both small fish and big fish. 

Most of the morning, Shauna stood watching the dolphins play and catch fish. After 
lunch, Martha told Shauna that if she stood closer to the pool with her hand out, a dolphin 
would jump up and touch it. Shauna shook her head at first, but then put her hand out 
over the pool. After a few minutes, a dolphin swam to Shauna and jumped up, touching 
Shauna’s hand with her nose.

3. Choose the best summary for this paragraph. 

A. Shauna feeds the dolphins by throwing fish for them to catch.

B. Shauna learns how to train a dolphin to perform tricks in the pool.

C. Shauna eats lunch by the side of the pool while watching some dolphins.

D. Shauna overcomes her shyness and lets a dolphin touch her hand.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows. 

Alex became aware that he was not alone on the train. He was not even alone in his own 
clothes. A stray mouse had dashed into his pant leg while he was harnessing his horse. He 
stamped his feet and shook his body wildly to get rid of the little critter. 

4. Choose the best summary for this paragraph. 

A. Alex tries to get rid of a mouse that has found a hiding place in his clothes.

B. Alex harnessed his horse so he could ride it to meet the train at the station.

C. Alex did not like to travel alone so he brought his pet mouse with him on his trip.

D. Alex was afraid of critters and did everything he could to stay away from them. 
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