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A summary tells you about the main parts of a story. If you ask a friend about a story she read, 

you expect her to tell about the main characters and the main events important to the plot. 

A summary does not include all the details or opinions in a story. It gives you a short, simple 

summary--not a long, in-depth recap of everything that happened. 

To summarize a story, you need to think about the important parts: setting, character, and plot. 

These tell about the main events in the story. 

 ► Read this paragraph from the first chapter of “The Wizard of Oz.” 

Dorothy lived in the midst of the great Kansas prairies. Her Uncle Henry was a farmer. 
Aunt Em was his wife. “There’s a cyclone coming,” Uncle Henry shouted. The house shook 
so hard that Dorothy lost her footing and fell down suddenly upon the floor. The house 
was at the very top of the cyclone! Hour after hour passed away. Slowly Dorothy got over 
her fright. In spite of the swaying of the house and the wailing of the wind, Dorothy soon 
closed her eyes and fell fast asleep.

Let’s pick out the important elements. 

Major character: Dorothy 

Setting: a prairie in Kansas

Problem: a cyclone

First main event: The house is swept up in the wind. 

Second main event: Dorothy is frightened by the shaking house. 

Third main event: Dorothy calms her fears. 

Ending: Dorothy falls asleep. 

Now, let’s make a summary in our own words from these important 

parts of the story.

During a cyclone sweeping across the prairie, Dorothy’s house is 

lifted by the wind. At first, Dorothy is frightened by the shaking 

house. After a while, she calms down and falls asleep.

 When making a 

summary of a story, 

focus on the main 

parts. This includes 

the setting, major 

characters, and main 

events. Use your own 

words to put this 

important information 

together in a short 

paragraph.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow.  

Once upon a time, many years ago, there was a doctor. His name was John Dolittle, 
M.D. He lived in a little town where all the folks, young and old, would say he was the best 
doctor around. He kept many kinds of pets. His sister used to grumble about all these 
animals. She said they made the house untidy. One day a lady from town came to see the 
doctor. She sat on the hedgehog that was sleeping on the sofa. Imagine her surprise! She 
never came to see the doctor anymore.

1. What is the setting?  

2. Who are the main characters?  

3. What is the problem?  

4. What is the first event?  

5. What is the second event?  

6. What is the third event?  

7. What is the ending?  

8. Put these elements together to write a short summary. 
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow.  

Long ago, there was a king of the sea. He ruled all that lived in the water. He was a 
powerful ruler. The king was married to a beautiful queen. He loved her very much. One 
day, the queen got sick. The king called the sea doctor. “King, I have bad news,” the doctor 
said. “There is only one thing that will save your queen. She needs a special medicine. It 
must be made from the tail of a monkey.” The king started to worry. He would need help 
finding a monkey.  

9. What is the setting?  

10. Who are the main characters?  

11. What is the problem?  

12. What is the first event?  

13. What is the second event?  

14. What is the third event?  

15. What is the ending?  

16. Put these elements together to write a short summary. 
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