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When should you consider creating a summary? You might have to give a summary about a 

book you read or a movie you saw. A summary is brief description of the main idea and most 

important events in a story. A summary tells what happened in the story. You can write a 

summary for a whole book, or you can write a summary for each chapter in a book. 

To write a good summary for a work of fiction, you’re going to need to pay close attention to the 

text’s characters, setting, and plot. These will help you get the who, what, where, when, why, and 

how of the text. 

When you’re ready to write a summary, keep these five words in mind: Somebody, Wanted, But, 

So, Then. Use this grid when you read works of fiction. Jot down your answers. The information 

you gather in the grid will serve as the building blocks for your summary. (One important thing to 

remember as you write your summary: A summary never includes your opinion. It includes only 

information you find in the text.)

KEEP THIS IN MIND                                         TO FIND THIS INFORMATION IN THE TEXT

Somebody This is the “who” in the story -- the main character (or characters). 

Wanted What did the main character(s) want to do?

But
But...what was the problem? What prevented the “somebody” from 
getting what he or she “wanted”?

So So... how did the character fix the problem?  

Then Then...what happened at the end? What was the resolution to the story?

Let’s see how this works. Think about the classic fairy tale Cinderella:

Somebody
Cinderella, a young woman who lives with her cruel stepmother and 
two stepsisters

Wanted

Cinderella wanted to go to a special party being hosted by the King. 
The party was a way for the king to find a suitable wife for his son, 
the prince. The two stepsisters wanted to go to this party too. They 
both had fancy dresses to wear.

But
But Cinderella did not have a fancy dress to wear, and her evil stepsisters 
convinced her she should not attend the party.

So 
So, with the help of some mice and a fairy godmother, Cinderella gets a 
beautiful dress and special slippers, and she attends the party after all. 

Then

Then, while at the party, Cinderella meets the prince. He falls in 

love with her, and after some minor setbacks, the prince and 

Cinderella marry and live happily ever after. 

Okay, we have the building blocks. Let’s write a summary.

Cinderella wanted to attend a party, but her evil stepsisters tried to prevent that from happening. 
With help from a fairy godmother, Cinderella not only got to attend the party, but while she was 
there, she met a prince who later became her husband.
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 ► Read each excerpt. Then fill in the grid and write a summary.

A fisherman and his wife had very little money. They lived in a tiny shack near the sea.  
One day, while the fisherman was in his small boat in the sea, he caught a magic fish. The 
magic fish said he would grant wishes to the fisherman in return for being set free. The 
fisherman agreed and threw the fish into the water.

When the fisherman got home, he told his wife what happened. She was very angry! She 
wanted her wishes granted! She demanded that the fisherman go back to his boat, find the 
fish, and ask for a nice house. 

The fisherman found the fish. The fish granted the wish. But when the fisherman got 
home, his wife was not satisfied. She demanded that the fisherman ask the fish for a castle. 

Once again, the fisherman found the fish. Once again the fish agreed. But when the 
fisherman got home, his wife demanded that the fish make her a queen.  The fish agreed 
to this demand, but the fish was not happy.  Each time the fisherman had asked for a new 
wish, the sea get choppier, the waves get bigger, and the fish got more annoyed.

When the fisherman got home, his wife demanded the biggest wish yet. She wanted 
to be the ruler of the world and live in the biggest castle ever made. The fish was done 
granting wishes. It made giant waves that took back everything the fisherman’s wife had 
requested. 

The fisherman and his wife once again lived in a tiny shack. 

1. Complete the grid.

Somebody

Wanted

But

So 

Then

2. Summarize the paragraph above in your own words:
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Read each excerpt. Then fill in the grid and write a summary. 

Once when a lion was asleep, a little mouse began running up and down upon him. This 
soon wakened the lion, who placed his huge paw upon the mouse and opened his big jaws 
to swallow the little creature.

Pardon, O King,” cried the little mouse. “Forgive me this time, I shall never forget it. Who 
knows but what I may be able to do for you in return one of these days?”

The Lion was so amused at the idea of the mouse being able to help him that he lifted 
his paw and let the mouse go.

Some time later, the lion was caught in a rope trap. Hunters who desired to catch the 
lion wanted to take the beast to their king. They left the lion tied to a tree while they went 
in search of a wagon to carry him.

Just then, the little mouse happened to pass by. Seeing the sad plight of the lion, the 
mouse quickly took action. The little mouse gnawed at the ropes that bound the king of 
the beasts. Soon the lion was free!

“Was I not right?” asked the little mouse with a smile on his face.

3. Complete the grid.

Somebody

Wanted

But

So 

Then

4. Summarize the paragraph above in your own words:
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